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Michael Heatherly
NWLawyer Editor

Editor’sNote

I was born at Seattle’s now-de-
funct St. Cabrini Hospital on 
First Hill and grew up amidst 
madrona trees, hydroplanes, the 
Space Needle, Woodland Park Zoo, 

the Rainier Brewery, Jimi Hendrix, the 
Arboretum, Husky Stadium, J.P. Patch-
es, and Almost Live.

Man, was I glad to get out of there.
Honestly, no. But like a number of 

today’s WSBA members, I am a lifestyle 
expatriate from the Emerald City, having 
chosen 23 years ago to relocate to a qui-
eter, cheaper, less traffic-challenged cor-
ner of the state. I settled in Bellingham, a 
lovely city of 85,000 up here a little south 
of the Canadian border. It’s a great place 
to live and work, and when I topple over 
dead at my desk in time-honored lawyer 
fashion, it most likely will be here.

And while I’ll always consider Seattle 
my hometown — Ivar’s clam chowder still 
runs in my veins — I appreciate how much 
more there is to our great, diverse state. 
So, when a NWLawyer brainstorming 
session raised the idea of publishing an 
issue dedicated to authors or topics based 
outside the Seattle metro area, I was all in 
favor. Despite genuine ongoing efforts at 
geographical inclusiveness, the WSBA 
has persistently been accused of Seattle-
centrism, which is natural for a state with 
both a major population center and vast 
much-less-populated territory. The  Seattle 
issue is our tribute to WSBA members and 
the admirable work they do to the north, 
south, east and west of Latte Land.

In “From Litigation to Conserva-
tion: One Lawyer’s Journey” (page 22), 
Wenatchee lawyer Mickey Flemming 
explains how at age 60, 35 years after 
graduating from law school, she is doing 
what she believes she was meant to do: 
working as lands project manager for the 

Chelan-Douglas Land Trust. It’s the story 
of a self-described “Midwestern girl from 
Cincinnati who milked cows on her way to 
law school, worked hard to prove that the 
first female lawyer in the firm was as good 
as the guys, and finally had the courage 
to give up a comfortable partnership to 
move to a small town without a job.”

As editor of the Whatcom County Bar 
Journal (having succeeded yours truly in 
that position), Blaine-based attorney Ra-
jeev Majumdar enjoys lambasting his col-
leagues in the big city to the south — Bell-
ingham, that is. In “Practicing Out Here” 
(page 13), he shares with  NWLawyer 
readers the unique joys and challenges 
of practicing law as far north and west 
as any American lawyer in the Lower 48 
could, dealing with border-related issues, 
prosecuting criminal cases in municipal 
court, and tending to the daily affairs of 
his general practice small-town clientele. 

In “Curves Ahead” (page 40), Jeff 
Johnson, who practices personal injury 
and misdemeanor criminal defense in 
Kennewick and Yakima, describes the 
perils and complications involved in 
representing illegal immigrants in non-
immigration cases, where immigration 
status can unexpectedly turn even a 
minor crime, or the mere fact of being 
involved in litigation, into life-changing 
consequences including incarceration 
and deportation.

WSBA member Abigail Cromwell, a 
former King County deputy prosecutor, 
went extraordinarily far afield, tackling 
the task of providing legal aid to refugees 
from harrowing circumstances around 
the world. Having served with Asylum 
Access Tanzania, and now as executive 
director of The Center for Progressive 
Legal Defense, LLC, Cromwell describes 
in “The Struggle for Refuge” (page 36) 

the front-line legal battles 
fought by advocates for ba-
sic justice worldwide.

In “Life on the Rock” (page 30),  Island 
County Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
Kathryn Ludwick tells what it’s like to 
live and work in one of those places Se-
attleites visit only for vacation. The set-
ting is gorgeous, but for a prosecutor it 
can also mean things like going to the 
grocery store and running into people 
you once put in jail.

For Sonia Cook, who grew up in the 
Bay Area, moving to Seattle was actually 
a step down in terms of population. In 
“Heading East” (page 17), she explains 
how and why she then left Big Law alto-
gether, ending up even farther from the 
madding crowd, now practicing as a con-
tract public defense attorney at Franklin 
County District Court.

WSBA Editorial Advisory Committee 
Chair Allison Peryea is a reverse expatri-
ate, having grown up in Wenatchee and 
moved to Seattle, where she now prac-
tices. So she speaks with authority in 
“Top 10 Reasons NOT To Live in Seattle” 
(page 34), in which she lauds the joys of 
non-Seattleness while subtly chiding the 
reverse snobbishness of some non-Seat-
tleites among us.

That’s just a sample of this month’s 
content, which we hope you will appre-
ciate regardless of your particular geo-
graphical circumstances. NWL

NWLawyer Editor Michael 
 Heatherly practices in Bell-
ingham. He can be reached at 
360-312-5156 and nwlawyer@
wsba.org. Read more of his work at 
 nwsidebar.wsba.org. 

The SEATTLE Issue
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Anthony David Gipe
WSBA President

President’sCorner

Going with the FLOW 
Celebrating Multiplicity in a Changing World

As promised in my October column, 
I am opening the President’s Cor-
ner to guest writers to inform and 

discuss the issues that impact minority 
communities and the experiences of mi-
nority attorneys. Our first article comes 
from Mario Cava, who was recently 
elected to the WSBA Board of Governors. 
This article is a good start to the series, 
because it highlights an increasingly 
important theme about the intersection 
of identity and history in a multicultural 
society. As our members and the public 
continue to identify as members of mul-
tiple minority groups, this will continue 
to be an important gateway discussion to 
understanding what cultural competence 
is both inside and outside of a minority 
identity. — A.D.G.

by Mario M. Cava

When asked to write 
about the experi-
ence of Filipino 
lawyers in Wash-
ington state for 

 NWLawyer, I wondered, “What quali-
fies me to write about any particular ra-
cial or ethnic group within Washington 
state?” While the surveyors and promul-
gators of demographic information often 
rely on categories for practical reasons, 
I’ve never liked them. As a product of the 
1980s, no discrete conception of identity 
could accurately convey my hybrid expe-
rience as a half-Filipino, half-Caucasian, 
and openly gay lawyer. Nor would any 
such description better qualify me to 
serve a particular identity group in a 
practical sense. While shared experi-
ences might enhance the lawyer-client 
relationship in some respects, our work 
is far from done here. The WSBA must 
continue to approach diversity with an 
understanding of the complex socio-

economic, multiracial, multiethnic, and 
multicultural experiences of its members 
and the populations it serves. 

As the WSBA celebrates 125 years 
of existence, it also marks steady prog-
ress in its efforts to promote diversity 
through creating diversity-focused staff 
positions, implementation of a Diversity 
and Inclusion Plan, continued support 
for Minority Bar Associations (MBAs), 
the Washington Leadership Institute, 
and the Diversity Initiative, as well as 
through the WSBA Mission Statement 
and Guiding Principles, to name a few 
examples. 

Nonetheless, it was only six years ago 
that the Filipino Lawyers of Washington 
(FLOW) emerged 
as an MBA. As with 
the other MBAs, 
the establishment 
of FLOW coincides 
with shifting demo-
graphics. Filipino-
Americans are 
the second largest 
population of Asian-
Americans, and the 
Filipino population 
is rising across the 
country. In 2010, 
the U.S. Census 
documented 3.4 
million Filipinos 
in the nation. That 
same year, the Washington State Com-
mission on Asian Pacific American Af-
fairs (APAA) reported that Filipinos 
comprised 13.5 percent of the Asian-
American population within this state. In 
2011, the U.S. Department of State esti-
mated that there were about four million 
Filipinos in the U.S. These numbers are 
also expected to increase. In 2014, the 
Census Bureau identified Tagalog (the 
national language of the Philippines) as 
the most commonly spoken language be-

hind English and Spanish 
in California, Nevada, and 
Hawaii. In Washington, 
it’s the fifth most common. 

At the outset, FLOW 
aspired to reach this growing communi-
ty. Its mission statement outlines, among 
other things, several key objectives re-
garding the community at large: 1) to 
foster exchange of ideas and information 
among lawyers and the community, 2) to 
provide service to the general and local 
community, 3) to promote diversity in the 
profession, and 4) to encourage coopera-
tion with organizations of minority attor-
neys. FLOW also celebrates the Filipino 
culture and provides a vehicle for the ex-

pression of opinions and positions about 
current social, political, economic, legal 
or other matters or events concerning 
members of the community. FLOW is not 
alone in this regard. The WSBA and all 
of the MBAs embrace similar objectives 
and incorporate service to the commu-
nity as an organizational objective.

The complexities of cultural and racial 
hybridity call for a postmodern approach, 
taking into account the narratives of at-
torneys joining the profession and the 

WSBA Governor Mario Cava.
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clients they serve. By welcoming me 
with open arms, FLOW helped restore 
a sense of kinship with my Filipino heri-
tage. After a divorce frayed some of my 
ties to Filipino culture, my identification 
as Filipino-American was largely man-
dated by the color of my skin and cultural 
remnants of my Filipino youth. As a sec-
ond-generation Filipino, I never learned 
Tagalog or participated in ceremonial 
traditions. While I have largely re-estab-
lished some of my family history over 
time, I knew no other Filipino lawyers 

fers the Filipino public. For example, at its 
Barrio Fiesta, FLOW serves its guests tra-
ditional Filipino cuisine, and the FLOW 
Board of Directors learns, practices, and 
performs a traditional Filipino folkdance 
for its guests during the program. FLOW 
members and friends gather often dur-
ing holidays and family-oriented events, 
which nourish and support FLOW’s 
members both professionally and per-
sonally. It is only a matter of time before 
the MBAs expand their current efforts, 
extending further overtures to attorneys 

from varied backgrounds. Doing 
so will allow revival of cultural 
traditions within the community 
while enhancing relationships 
with clients who share similar 
upbringings. 

These efforts are integral to 
providing comprehensive legal 
services to members of diverse 
populations. But keeping pace 
with globalization and gen-
erational demographic shifts 
requires a careful exploration 
of how best to meet the needs 
of hybridity. On Aug. 30, 2014, 
the Census Bureau reported 
that over 19 million Americans 
identified as “some other race” 
and another nine million identi-
fied as “two or more races.” With 
increasing immigration, over 
50 million people identified as 
multi-racial Hispanic or Latina/o, 
including various permutations 
of Asian Hispanic, African Amer-
ican Hispanic, Alaska Native 
Hispanic, and Pacific Islander/
Hispanic. The APAA reports that 
the number of Washingtonians 
who identify as Asian or Asian 
in combination with one or more 
races is expected to rise by 161 

percent by 2050. This report does not 
account for those who also identify as 
female,  LGBTQ, disabled, impoverished, 
or religious minorities. These are not just 
numbers; these are our colleagues and 
clients. 

This wave of hybridity will place ad-

ditional demands upon a profession that 
struggles to retain lawyers from diverse 
backgrounds. While the 2012 WSBA 
Membership Study revealed expanding 
diversity among Washington’s lawyers, 
it also made plain that retention of these 
lawyers would require mentorship at a 
time when many of our colleagues are 
considering retirement. The departure 
of experienced attorneys will present an 
opportunity to mentor attorneys from 
backgrounds different from our own. 

Traditionally, the MBAs offer access 
to services, mentorship, and network-
ing opportunities for underrepresented 
groups within the WSBA. That’s a tall 
order. As Washington diversifies with the 
rest of the country, attorneys who identify 
with multiple identity groups will seek 
such opportunities with multiple MBAs. 
We must support these efforts. We must 
also strengthen partnerships among the 
MBAs and co-sponsorships of events, 
reexamine diversity training available for 
legal employers, and encourage involve-
ment in multiple MBAs, regardless of how 
attorneys identify. Wherever possible, 
CLEs and seminars on diversity should 
account for matters of hybridity. Mean-
while, it is essential that attorneys engage 
multiple MBAs where appropriate for in-
sight into the needs of specific clients. 

Make no mistake: The WSBA will 
continue to support mentorship and 
pursue avenues to elevate the compe-
tency of new and transitioning attorneys 
across the state, regardless of their back-
grounds. The WSBA and the MBAs will 
always celebrate and promote diversity. 
But with this new hybrid generation on 
the horizon, we as attorneys must answer 
the call as well. NWL

Mario Cava is a WSBA governor 
at-large and a senior litigation audi-
tor/in-house counsel with Enterprise 
Legal Services at Liberty Mutual 
Insurance Group. Contact him at 
mario.cava@libertymutual.com.

WSBA President Anthony David 
Gipe practices of counsel at Shatz 
Law Group in Seattle, focusing on 
civil rights, injury claims, family 
law, and select business litigation. 
He can be reached at adgipewsba@
gmail.com.

Scenes from FLOW’s Barrio Fiesta in 2010. The organization 
recently hosted its sixth annual Barrio Fiesta.

upon my return to Washington following 
law school. Through its annual student 
scholarship dinner called the “Barrio Fi-
esta,” networking events, mentorship op-
portunities, and cultural programming, 
FLOW offers many attorneys like myself 
the same sense of connection that it of-

This wave of hybridity will place additional demands 
upon a profession that struggles to retain lawyers from 
diverse backgrounds.

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=8&exitLink=mailto%3Aadgipewsba%40gmail.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=8&exitLink=mailto%3Aadgipewsba%40gmail.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=8&exitLink=mailto%3Amario.cava%40libertymutual.com
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Paula Littlewood
WSBA Executive Director BarNotes

The rolling wheat fields of the Palouse.

8 9

I still remember the first time (in 
my early 20s) I heard someone 
refer to the “east side” when 
they meant Bellevue. Growing 
up in Eastern Washington, we had 

heard stories of people on the west side 
sometimes referring to the east side and 
meaning Bellevue, but until I actually 
heard it, I guess it didn’t sink in that they 
weren’t even considering the rest of the 
state east of Bellevue. 
I suppose, truth be 
told, now that I’ve 
lived on the west side 
as long as I have, I’ve 
been known to refer 
to Bellevue (and cit-
ies on the east side of 
Lake Washington) as 
the “east side.”

I also remember 
bringing a friend 
home for spring 
break when we were 
in college (my under-
graduate school was 
in California). She 
was from Hawaii. I 
knew we were in for 
an interesting week 
when the plane was 
landing in Spokane 
and she looked out the window and asked 
me, “What’s all that?” I leaned over her 
shoulder to see what she was referring to 
and replied, “Those are wheat fields” (al-
though they were all dirt, since the spring 
wheat wasn’t in yet). She queried further, 
“But what’s in between, what’s all that?” I 
replied, “Wheat fields.” Oh boy, I thought. 

During that week, we started in Pull-
man (my hometown) and drove all the 
way across the state out to the San Juan 
Islands (my grandma had moved from 

Common Ground 
Arizona to Orcas Island in the late ’60s). 
It really is true that seeing something 
through someone else’s eyes can give 
one a new appreciation for it and a new 
perspective about it. If you have never 
driven across our state from east to west, 
or west to east for that matter, I encour-
age you to do so — it is an unbelievable 
potpourri of scenery, topography, and 
landscapes that is nothing short of amaz-

ing. From the rolling hills of the Palouse, 
to the scablands of Washtucna, on to the 
Columbia River at Vantage and up the 
grade into Ellensburg (where you often 
see Mt. Rainier from the top), then into 
Snoqualmie Pass and down into amazing 
Puget Sound, surrounded by mountains, 
trees, and water. And let’s not forget the 
varied terrain from north to south: the 
tulip fields of the Skagit Valley, Mt. Baker 
off in the distance, and the amazing ferry 
ride through the San Juans, where moun-

tains and water abound. 
(I don’t mean to give short shrift to the 
other parts of the state — this chronicle 
just captures the route we traveled dur-
ing that spring break.)

I was overwhelmed by the wealth 
of beauty and stunning ruggedness 
our state has to offer. Seeing it through 
Anne’s eyes made me appreciate it in 
a way I never had. (OK, the jay walk-

ing tickets we both 
received in Seattle 
during our stop there 
weren’t so great — 
$50 back then was 
a lot of money, es-
pecially for college 
students!)

People often talk 
about the east–west 
divide in our state, 
even with respect to 
our profession and 
how different prac-
ticing in one part of 
the state is from the 
other. When I set out 
to write this column, 
I thought I could 
“prove” that the east 
side and the west side 
are not really that 

different at all. That is, through num-
bers, I would show that, for example, the 
number of solo and small-firm lawyers 
per capita was the same throughout the 
state — or, by age and years in practice, 
there wasn’t much variance.

Then I realized that the numbers 
aren’t really what matter. Through the 
WSBA Listening Tours I’ve participated 
in each year, I’ve had the wonderful op-
portunity to see the state through some-
one else’s eyes, just like that spring break ©
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trip so many decades ago. The three 
Listening Tours so far have taken me 
and the various WSBA presidents to ev-
ery corner of the state — from Colville to 
Clarkston, Ephrata to Lyle, Wenatchee to 

Okanogan, South Bend to Port Angeles, 
Everett to Bellingham, and on to Friday 
Harbor, with numerous stops in between 
— geographically we’ve covered a wide 
swath. Each president that I’ve had the 

pleasure of making these trips with has 
also brought a variety of perspectives: 
Steve Crossland, a solo practitioner from 
Central Washington; Michele Rados-
evich, a partner in a large city firm; and 
Patrick Palace, owner of a small firm in a 
mid-size city.

The theme that ties all of the Listen-
ing Tours together — and what really 
ties us together, not only as a profes-
sion, but as a state — is that, for the 
most part, all of us are dealing with 
the same issues, challenges, and op-
portunities in our work for this profes-
sion and our clients. I recall Michele 
remarking to members several times 
during meetings on our Tour, “You 
know, even though I’m from a large 
firm in downtown Seattle, we’re really 
dealing with the same issues.” And it 
really is true because, by the end of 
many of our meetings, it was clear that 
even though within the group there 
were different practice areas, different 
practice settings, and different home-
towns, for the most part, as lawyers, we 
could relate to each other around our 
dedication to the profession and the 
people we seek to serve in Washington 
and beyond. That is what binds us to-
gether: not east side, west side, north, 
south, or outside of the state, but our 
sense of professionalism and commit-
ment to the individual and the system 
we are charged with protecting that is 
based on the rule of law.

Traveling around the state, getting to 
meet with all of you, and getting to work 
with so many of you in our daily work 
at the WSBA is what makes this job so 
incredibly rich. As I’ve said many times 
over the years, and will continue to say, I 
am proud to be a lawyer. And I’m proud 
to work in my profession, for my profes-
sion, every day as executive director of 
the Washington State Bar Association. 
We truly have an amazing state, but even 
more so, we have an amazing community 
of legal professionals here in Washington.

And I’m not kidding — if you haven’t 
driven across this state, east to west, 
north to south, or by circumnavigating 
it — I really do recommend it! NWL

Paula Littlewood is the WSBA ex-
ecutive director and can be reached 
at paulal@wsba.org. 

… for the most part, all of us are dealing with the same 
issues, challenges, and opportunities in our work for 
this profession and our clients.

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=10&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tsongas.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=10&exitLink=mailto%3Apaulal%40wsba.org
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Come check out our talented attorneys who have decades of experience in prestigious firms, as 
legal research and writing instructors, as judges, as county prosecutors, and as public defenders.

Let an experienced contract attorney 
turn your excess work into profitable 

billable hours.

Find us at:
emeraldcityattorneynetwork.com

contact@emeraldcityattorneynetwork.com
(206)-388-7808

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=11&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.emeraldcityattorneynetwork.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=11&exitLink=mailto%3Acontact%40emeraldcityattorneynetwork.com
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by Rajeev D. Majumdar

I
t is with some amusement that I write this 
article: I am the editor of the Whatcom 
County Bar Journal, and I spend most of 
my monthly musings lambasting the city 
slickers in the big city of Bellingham for 
their urbane ways. So when the  NWLawyer 

editor asked that I write about what it is like to 
practice outside of the King County hub, the mis-
chievous side of my mind started plotting all kinds 
of tales to befuddle and skewer the suits up in Se-
attle’s skyscrapers. But I reined myself in — to the 
great relief of the WSBA, I am sure. You see, I prac-
tice on the periphery of the periphery, way up in 
Blaine, on the border with the Great White North. 
And I couldn’t be any happier. (This is, of course, a 
lie; we don’t have an Italian restaurant in Blaine, so 
how can I truly be maximally happy?)

I like to tell people that I am the continental United 
States’ northern-most lawyer (another lie; my business 
partner and mentor Roger Ellingson’s desk is about 12 
feet north of mine, but to be fair, he is often down south 
in the fair hamlet of Ferndale) and that I can throw a 
football from my office door into Canada (a big lie; I 
am really terrible at throwing footballs). The title I like 
most, however, is claiming to be a “small-time country 
lawyer,” probably because this is the most accurate 
thing I can say. I can wander my town, Blaine, and 
greet the business owners, public servants, and vari-
ous proprietors as they call me by name. The citizens of 
our small burg are outgoing and friendly: the servers at 
our various eateries know my favorite dishes and the 
way I like them. It is a good life, and I have not yet got-
ten to describe the practice of law, which, if anything, 
is even more rewarding. I mean “it is a good life” when 
the villagers haven’t arbitrarily decided to chase me 
with pitchforks that day, and when I say practicing law 
is “more rewarding,” I mean in the sense that getting 
yelled at by a judge is more pleasant than being tarred 
and feathered. This is the risk you face when you prac-
tice in a very small place, though.

On any given day, I meet with people who have 
every sort of dilemma that a small town can muster: 
disputes over property, figuring out how to start or 
change a business, facing criminal charges, confront-
ing family law issues, or even arguing over who owns 
cremation remains. I love the diversity of stories and 
characters that wander into my office every day. Plus, 
when you practice in a rural environment, you end up 
getting to wear a lot of hats. I wear a prosecutor hat 
in two different cities and I am a criminal defender in 
others. I edit our Whatcom County Bar Journal and I 
sit in the superior court as pro tem commissioner on a 
continuing basis. I argue on the same side and on the 
opposite side of the table with my colleagues, some-
times depending on the time of day. In my office, I keep 
a print of an oil painting: Pieter Brueghel the Younger’s 
Village Lawyer. The painting depicts a 16th-century 
village lawyer’s office with people bringing him pay-
ment in farm goods and with sheaves of pleadings 
overflowing chaotically. Not much has changed in 500 
years, I guess. About two years ago, I had a carton of 
frozen sea cucumbers dumped in my office; the sea cu-

Practicing Out Here

Pieter Brueghel the Younger’s Village Lawyer.
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cumbers were evidentiary in nature and 
looked repugnant, but thankfully my cli-
ent also dumped a carton of Asian pears 
in my office. They tasted delicious as we 
watched the sunset from our harbor.

Indeed, the best thing about practic-
ing in my small town is that it is in beau-
tiful Whatcom County, which is not only 
attractive, but about the best professional 
environment you could hope for. When 
you have a community of attorneys who 
have to work with each other over and 
over (and over), there is a lot of incentive 
to be cordial, respectful, and professional 
in all of your dealings. The Whatcom 
County Bar Association is an active or-
ganization, both socially and civically, 
funding our indigent civil legal aid pro-
gram, LAW Advocates, through member 
contributions of time and money. The 
Campaign for Equal Justice has awarded 
Whatcom County’s attorneys the Rainier 
Cup two years in a row for our contribu-
tions to legal aid for the indigent. I think 
there is a lot to be said for the quality of 
practice and of life that comes from work-

ing in a tight-knit, civic-
minded community. From 
the eight years I lived in 
Seattle, I don’t recall the 
legal community being 
viewed with the same kind 
of respect and integration 
with society at large as it 
is out here. In fact, I recall 
with some particularity 
being chased off a public 
bus after its denizens de-
termined I was a lawyer 
and they took exception to 
that. It was all in good fun, 
I am sure. 

Our street law pro-
gram is not just a profes-
sional obligation out here, 
it is like a religion: high-
profile, well-known in the 

community, and an honor for the lawyers 
who volunteer their weekend time to be 
involved with the frayed edges of our so-
cial fabric. Of course, a great deal of this 
cordiality and the public-interest focus of 
our bar association translates into a lot of 
my non-work time being spent with law-
yers and paralegals as well (voluntarily). 
My closest friends are legal professionals 
from all walks of practice and from all 
over the county. When I’m out sailing, 
hiking, socializing, or eating, it’s likely 
that I am surrounded by fellow practi-
tioners of law. I serve on multiple boards 
with judges and lawyers; when someone 
is going to move, we all gather to assist; 
and when we want to have a good time, 
we gather and try not to discuss law. 
Sometimes, we even succeed.

I anticipate that most of you are imag-
ining I am talking about a small handful 
of lawyers, but Whatcom County has 
over 400 active lawyers. Now, you are 
probably thinking that sounds like a lot… 
but it’s not, and the culture of law really 
changes when you start counting lawyers 

in the thousands. My theory is that when 
all the lawyers in their various fields — 
appellate, family law, criminal law, bank-
ruptcy, civil litigators, immigration, intel-
lectual property, dependency, probate, 
judicial, etc. — stop knowing each other 
and start shuffling into their own sepa-
rate mini-worlds, the practice of law and 
life starts to come undone in some ways. 
In fact, I think that’s what I like best about 
our little bar association: we haven’t seg-
regated ourselves away from each other. 
Well, that and the fact that most of my 
colleagues seem to be well-connected 
with the snootier big-city Bellingham 
restaurants, and I enjoy good food.

That said, being up in Blaine, I can 
usually count the number of other at-
torneys I run into on a professional 
daily basis with one finger or less. I do 
spend a lot of time trying telephoni-
cally to convince attorneys down in 
Bellingham as to why meeting for lunch 
or some kind of Whatcom County Bar 
committee meeting in the middle of 
the day just doesn’t work for those of 
us out on the periphery of the periph-
ery — but those big-city attorneys down 
in Bellingham don’t always listen very 
well. Compared to the WSBA, however, 
they are all ears. I can only ponder if 
the attorneys in King County know 
how annoying it is to get numerous 
emails inviting me to “come on down” 
for a free lunchtime CLE being held 
that day… over 100 miles away, most 
likely behind miles of backed-up traf-
fic. There are also entertaining pleas 
from the WSBA to join a committee or 
section — you know, the ones that meet 
right after work in … downtown Seattle. 
They might as well call the WSBA the 
Greater Seattle Area Bar Association. 

I think I feel the editor starting to 
give me the stink-eye, but to be fair, 
Whatcom County has the same prob-
lems in a microcosm. Just like most at-

When you have a community of attorneys 
who have to work with each other over and 
over (and over), there is a lot of incentive to 
be cordial, respectful, and professional in all 
of your dealings. 

The author enjoys a view of the Peace Arch by Semiahmoo Bay.
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Find Truth & Accountability

Luvera Law Firm attorney Ralph Brindley 
was awarded the 2014 Tom Chambers 
Trial Lawyer of the Year Award from the 
Washington State Association for Justice. 
Rebecca Roe, of the Washington State  
Association for Justice, presented Mr. 
Brindley with the award in July 2014,  
calling him “the nice guy who finishes first.”

The inscription on Mr. Brindley’s award 
reads: “For your grace, integrity,  
exceptional advocacy skills, compassion 
for the unjustly injured, and earning the 
utmost respect from your adversaries and 
the bench, we honor you as exemplifying 
the best of being a trial lawyer.”

Luvera Law Firm
6700 Columbia Center 701 Fifth Ave 
Seattle, WA 98104
206-467-6090 | www.luveralawfirm.com

Ralph Brindley

torneys in Washington practice in King 
County, an even greater percentage of 
attorneys in Whatcom County practice 
in Bellingham... I tease them the same, 
telling them to rename the Whatcom 
County Bar Association the Bellingham 
Bar Association. The fact of the mat-
ter is, it is easy to forget us small-time 
country lawyers out here on the range, 
serving as Washington’s first line of 
defense against the hordes of ravenous 
polar bears that lurk just over the bor-
der. But we’re here, and if you are ever 
in the neighborhood, stop by to say hello 
and bring me news of civilization…and 
maybe some good Italian food. NWL

Rajeev D. 
Majumdar 
operates a 
diverse gen-
eral practice, 
though he 
focuses on 
transactional 
support for 

business clients as well as both 
criminal and civil litigation services 
for Canadians facing claims or 
charges in Whatcom County. He 
also serves as the city prosecutor 
for Blaine. He can be contacted at 
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com or 
http://whatcombar.org. 

The Peace Arch, on the border between the com-
munities of Blaine, Washington, and Surrey, Brit-
ish Columbia, was built by Sam Hill and dedicat-
ed in September 1921, and commemorates the 
signing of the Treaty of Ghent in 1814.

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=15&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jdsalaw.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=15&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.luveralawfirm.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=15&exitLink=mailto%3Arajeev%40northwhatcomlaw.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=15&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwhatcombar.org
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Giving to the  
Washington State Bar Foundation  
is an easy choice for me.

“I
’m proud not only to be a donor, but to 

serve as a trustee of the Washington State 

Bar Foundation. The Bar Foundation gives 

members like me the choice to support WSBA 

programs I care about, like the Moderate Means 

Program. My gift – together with the donations  

of more than 5,000 of my fellow lawyers – is 

providing needed legal help to people all across 

Washington beyond the reach of other types of 

aid. I’m proud to support great programs like this, 

and to do it in a way that takes pressure off of 

WSBA license fees. That’s a win-win we can  

all celebrate.”

Teru Olsen
Assoc ia te 
Ryan, Swanson & C leve land, PLLC

A d m i t t e d  2 0 0 8

Learn more & give at wsba.org/foundation

WSBA_Foundation_Ad_June_2013_Fnl.indd   1 5/17/13   1:46 PM

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=16&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsba.org%2Ffoundation
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by Sonia D. Cook

O
nce, during law school, I worked as a model for Motorola to make some extra 
cash. Pulling up to the call location in my husband’s little white pickup truck, 
I noticed two of the stylists checking me out. In the makeup chair, the artist 
chattily asked me to name my favorite San Francisco bars and nightclubs. “I 
don’t really go out much,” I said, as his eyes widened. “I’m a student.” 

Heading East

Leaving Big Law and Western Washington for Public Defense 
Work in Washington’s Tri-Cities

The Blue Bridge spans the Columbia River, connecting the 
communities of Kennewick and  Pasco. Photo by Sonia Cook.
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While a hairstylist blew out my long 
strands, I highlighted and jotted notes 
in a casebook. “What is that, an encyclo-
pedia?” said the hairstylist, horrified. I 
smiled, but could sense an intense curi-
osity sweep through the set. Apparently 
it reached the director of photography. “I 
hear you have some interesting reading 
habits,” he said. Indeed.

After growing up in the Bay Area and 
earning my law degree from the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley Law School 
(Boalt Hall), my move to Seattle went 
fairly smoothly. Other than some genu-
ine gloominess over the weather, I found 
many aspects of the liberal, technology-
driven, entrepreneurial environment 
reminiscent of home. Although Seattle 
certainly felt more like a big town than a 
big city, that sort of intimacy appealed to 
me. After working as an associate at Per-
kins Coie LLP for a couple of years, I grew 
to understand the Pacific Northwest cul-
ture by working for many of our wonder-

ful local clients, including powerhouses 
Microsoft, Boeing, and Starbucks. 

For family reasons, I briefly left the 
practice of law and ended up moving 
to Guadalajara, Mexico, for less than 
a year before returning to the Seattle 
area. During our time abroad, I soaked 
up the language (my mother’s native 
tongue) and relaxed pace of life while 
scribbling the start of a novel on yellow 
legal pads in a sun-drenched courtyard. 
Returning to Seattle after that was dif-
ficult. My husband and I craved warmth 
and taco trucks; more flavor, more sur-
prises, and less gray. 

Thus, when he was recruited to teach 
chemistry at Pasco High School in the 
Tri-Cities, Washington, we had to seri-
ously consider it. Leaving Seattle one 
morning in drizzly, sub-50-degree 
weather, we broke into laughter when we 
crossed the mountains to find a perfectly 
pristine 75-degree day. The neighbor-
hoods varied from cookie-cutter flat and 

surrounded by fields of produce to ma-
ture and close to the Columbia River.

After scoping things out, we ended the 
day sipping red wine under an umbrella 
on the back patio of Tagaris Winery in 
Richland. Although I would never have 
imagined myself living in a place called 
the Tri-Cities when I was younger, some-
how this eclectic mix of wineries, nuclear 
engineers, and underserved, primarily 
Latino farmworkers intrigued me. Most 
people who look like me, who are first-
generation Americans like me, work their 
hardest to escape small towns and chase 
greater opportunities in big cities. So far, 
with each move I had made as an adult, I 
had moved in the opposite direction: the 
San Francisco Bay Area, to Seattle, to Tri-
Cities, Washington. 

You’re Moving Where?
When we told our next-door neighbor 
we were moving to Pasco, she squinted. 
“Is that in Texas?” she said. I gave her a 
pass because she originally hailed from 
out of state but was surprised to find 
that many native Seattleites had no clue 
where it was, either. I found myself trying 
to explain it, although I had yet to experi-
ence it myself for more than a couple of 
days. I knew there was a nuclear process-
ing site somewhere near, yet far enough 
not to fear the radiation. Many of the 
signs and buildings were straight from 
the 1950s. Downtown Pasco, just east of 
where we decided to settle, was pretty 
dilapidated, although it did contain a 
few gems, including an amazing farm-
ers market, ample Mexican street food, 
and the copper-domed, marble-floored 
Franklin County Courthouse. Exploring 
our new surroundings, I noticed a pletho-
ra of tiny law offices tucked into the most 
unassuming places — behind a dental 
office or nestled between a salon and an 
antiques shop. I could sense that the legal 
community would be quite different out 
here, harking back to an earlier era of less 
specialization, more solo practitioners, 
and more family-based small firms. 

I didn’t know what breaking into such 
an old-school setup would entail, but I 
was enthused by the possibilities and 
itching to build myself a more flexible 
practice, one that could synchronize with 
other goals I had set for myself prior to 
moving: continue work on my novel, start 
a family, and do more with my legal skills 
for minority and indigent communities.

206.623.0068  |  www.HilyerADR.com

Former trial lawyer and King County Superior Court Judge Bruce Hilyer 
proudly announces the formation of Hilyer Dispute Resolution to serve those 
that want efficient case resolution through mediation and arbitration. 

•  35 years of experience as trial lawyer, King County Superior  
Court Judge and neutral mediator/arbitrator.

•  Distinguished performance record and reputation for balancing  
creative thinking with real world practicalities.

•  A diligent, inclusive and thoughtful approach to resolution of each case.
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Although I would never have imagined myself living 
in a place called the Tri-Cities when I was younger, 
somehow this eclectic mix of wineries, nuclear engi-
neers, and underserved, primarily Latino farmwork-
ers intrigued me. 
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The Lay of the Land
I started my search for satisfying legal 
work in the standard way, reviewing job 
postings on the WSBA website and call-
ing my contacts. A partner in my old 
group at Perkins Coie LLP connected 
me to a former associate who had moved 
to the area. She put me in contact with 
the director of the Benton and Franklin 
Counties Office of Public Defense, which 
was where I ended up submitting my 
qualifications and earning a contract to 
provide public defense services for in-
digent clients accused of misdemeanor 
crimes and probation violations in Frank-
lin County. I found the community to be 
quite friendly and collegial. Tom Roach, 
a top immigration attorney in the area, 
offered to send out my résumé with a let-
ter he wrote to introduce me to the local 
bar. His firm sent it out to every other law 
firm in the area — over 150 offices. One of 
his partners and brother, Pat Roach, took 
me to a local bar association meeting. 
Looking around the room, I noticed that 
the group was almost exclusively older, 
white, and male. I didn’t necessarily fit in, 
but I didn’t feel excluded, either. 

Later, in response to the letters sent 
out, a local attorney called to say hello 
and to question me as to how I planned to 
fit into this community when my résumé, 
full of liberal projects such as legal work 
for the Democratic National Committee 
and other progressive entities, was so 
clearly at odds with Eastern Washing-
ton’s pro-Republican political climate. I 
have to admit, I was a bit miffed, but for 
the most part, I took it in stride. “I’m a 
young, brown, female attorney,” I said. “I 
think I can figure out how to work with 
people different from me.”

Working It
After considering many options, in De-
cember 2013, I decided to accept a con-
tract offer to work in public defense in 
Benton and Franklin counties because 
the position was both flexible and poten-
tially fulfilling; I would finally be working 
with the indigent population I desired 
to serve. Yet the setup had its negatives 
as well, and prior to starting, the biggest 
drawback I anticipated was the lack of 
mentorship opportunities. Certainly, I 
thought, if I had no workplace full of vet-
eran colleagues and senior attorneys, it 
would be difficult to learn from the talent 
and experience of others. As I constantly 

THANK YOU

We appreciate your support 
in again recognizing Mark 
Johnson as Seattle’s Plaintiffs’ 
Legal Malpractice Lawyer of 
the Year by Best Lawyers®.

2505 Second Avenue, Suite 500, Seattle, WA 98121   
206.386.5566  |  www.johnsonflora.com

Donovan Flora   •   Mark Johnson   •   Michael Sprangers

strive to gain new skills and achieve ex-
cellence, this was a big problem for me.

Surprisingly, since moving to the 
Tri-Cities, I have found a fantastic men-
tor in a senior criminal law attorney and 
public defender on the Benton and Frank-
lin Counties felony panel named Karla 
Kane. Like me, Karla is a transplant from 
Western Washington, and like me, she 
is a Latina who enjoys having a bustling 
practice serving some of the most vulner-

able members of society, while also being 
a devoted wife, mother, and friend. She 
became my mentor after responding to a 
mass email I wrote to all senior attorneys 
on the panel, searching for someone will-
ing to let me assist with a criminal trial. 
Since meeting Karla, she has helped me 
with everything from choosing profes-
sional liability insurance to preparing 
for and conducting criminal trials. She 
has also mentored me, as a woman, in 
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aspects related to work-life balance. As I 
write this, I am six months pregnant, and 
have vented to Karla about things both 
miniscule and important — finding court 
appropriate maternity wear, for example, 
or how a judge or jury might perceive me 
while pregnant.

One thing Karla has pointed out to 
me about being an attorney and mother 
in the Tri-Cities is that due to less traf-
fic and more flexibility, she is able to do 
more during working hours with her kids 

than she could in Seattle. She can make 
it to a performance during the school day 
because it takes no more than 15 minutes 
to drive anywhere she needs to be. I had 
the chance to see this in practice one day 
when I was working with Karla to prepare 
for a domestic violence trial. We had an 
interview with the complaining witness 
at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, but prior to 
that, we picked up her son and his friend 
from school and dropped them at their 
orthodontics office. We conducted the 

interview, picked up the kids, and all 
enjoyed some ice cream before heading 
back to work. The entire detour took only 
30 minutes out of the work day. Although 
I’m not a mother yet, I do find myself fre-
quently squeezing more value out of my 
time — my most precious asset. 

West vs. East
In many ways, it is difficult for me to make 
a clean comparison between life as an at-
torney in Western Washington versus 
Eastern Washington because the prac-
tice I have out here is so fundamentally 
different from the one I had in Seattle. 
What I like most about my new life in the 
Tri-Cities is how extraordinarily useful I 
feel to my clients — many of whom are un-
documented immigrants or the children 
of undocumented immigrants. The first 
time a young man told me he planned 
to earn money to pay his court fines by 
picking produce over the summer, I had 
a hard time imagining what that would 
entail, but now I get it as much as anyone 
who has not toiled for a living under the 
hot sun can. I may not look like most at-
torneys out here — or anywhere in Wash-
ington, for that matter — but out here, my 
cultural background certainly impacts 
the interconnectedness I feel with many 
of my clients. 

Ultimately, no matter where we end up 
living in the long term, I will never regret 
having come here to serve the indigent 
and accused in this needy but also beau-
tiful and relaxed place. NWL

Sonia D. Cook is a contract public 
defense attorney at Franklin County 
District Court. She is the newest 
member of Judge Bruce A. Span-
ner’s working group to improve 
mental health competency evalu-
ation completion times in Benton 
and Franklin counties. She can be 
reached at cook.pds@gmail.com.
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A
t age 60, 35 years after graduating from law school, I am finally 
doing what I was meant to do. The path here was circuitous, only 
enriching the journey. This is the story of a Midwestern girl from 
Cincinnati who milked cows on her way to law school, worked hard 
to prove that the first female lawyer in the firm was as good as the 

guys, and finally had the courage to give up a comfortable partnership to move 
to a small town without a job. This was exactly the course to a satisfying second 
career with a land trust in Wenatchee, Washington.

From Litigation to Conservation:
One Lawyer’s Journey by Mickey Flemming

On a windblown day, author Mickey Flemming enjoys a property in the Wenatchee foothills that the Land Trust 
acquired. This wide open space is within the City of Wenatchee Urban Growth Area and easily accessible to the 
community. The Land Trust has protected over 3,000 acres in the Wenatchee foothills for habitat and public access.
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A Scientific and Legal 
Background
My college experience began with 
studying philosophy at Bennington 
College in Vermont. I decided that 
was too abstract and abandoned it for 
a dairy farm, which led to a bachelor 
of science in agriculture at Purdue 
University in West Lafayette, Indiana. 
Intrigued by an agricultural econom-
ics professor who speculated about 
a billion Chinese using resources at 
the rate of American consumption, I 
thought I could combine agricultural 
science with law in some fashion. I was 
drafted into the litigation practice as 
the first female lawyer in a 19-person 
firm in Cincinnati, Ohio, became a 
partner, went into labor writing an ap-
pellate brief, pumped breast milk be-
fore oral argument in the court of ap-
peals... you get the idea. Four years in 
the middle of my career were spent in 
Guatemala, where I was on the board 
of directors and later employed by the 
international school that my children 
attended. My experience there includ-
ed negotiating construction contracts 
in Spanish and overseeing construc-
tion in rubber Wellingtons. In sum, 
my interests were always eclectic. 

I returned to the States and the 
firm for 12 more years of practice rep-
resenting landowners in real property 
matters — zoning, eminent domain, 
tax valuations, boundary issues and 
the like — in forums from a township 
board of zoning appeals to the Ohio 
Supreme Court. When my second 
child graduated from high school, 
we decided to leave the Midwest for 
a new adventure. We chose 20 acres 
on a perch 3,000 feet above the Co-
lumbia River near Wenatchee. A close 
friend who settled here in the ’80s to 
practice cardiology said it was a place 
to pursue the good life. 

Choosing a Nonprofit Career
It was no surprise that I became a 
member of Wenatchee’s Chelan-
Douglas Land Trust (CDLT, www. 
cdlandtrust.org) when we moved. My 
work in Ohio had introduced me to 
three widely diverse nonprofits that I 
now immediately recognize as being 
in the family of land trusts. 

The smallest of these three was 
the Hillside Trust, a highly respected 

TOP: Retired Forest Service fish biologist Phil Archibald aids Mickey Flemming surveying a property. 
Archibald is one of many volunteers who help steward these properties and lead educational tours. 
BOTTOM: Flemming and a landowner survey property on Nason Creek to be purchased for salmon 
habitat. The Land Trust has protected over seven miles of salmon spawning habitat in the Entiat River.
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advocate for preservation of the hill-
sides surrounding Cincinnati (www.
hillsidetrust.org). When my clients 
fought to protect their hillside neigh-
borhood from the development of a 
hulking high-rise condominium, the 
Hillside Trust was at their side. 

Another case brought me in con-
tact with the American Farmland 
Trust (AFT), a national organization 
dedicated to preservation of farmland 
(www.farmland.org). My client left 
the family farm where he had been 
born for the AFT to prevent its be-
coming a big-box mall. His children 
filed a will contest on the ground that 
he was incompetent. This painful liti-
gation was ultimately settled with the 
AFT receiving 50 percent of the value 
to protect other farmland. 

My introduction to the win/win 
nature of conservation transactions 
was with the Cincinnati Nature Cen-
ter (CNC), where my mother volun-
teered in the library and gift shop. 
CNC describes itself as “the largest 
member-supported nature center in 
the country” (www.cincynature.org). 
I represented a client who made a 
bargain sale of land adjoining one of 
the nature center’s properties to ex-
pand trail systems and protect habi-
tat. Generations of families love the 
Nature Center’s preserves; my sib-
lings and I donated a trail-side bench 
to commemorate my mother’s 90th 
birthday.

These three organizations are a 
microcosm of the many nonprofits 
within the “land trust” penumbra. 
Under the Internal Revenue Code, a 
“qualified organization” eligible to 
receive a tax deductible real property 
interest donation must be a listed 
governmental unit or a 501(c)(3) pub-
lic charity meeting the public sup-
port test (26 U.S.C. § 170(h)(1)(B)). In 
Washington state, a “nonprofit nature 
conservancy corporation” must be 
federal-tax-exempt, and have as one 
of its principal purposes scientific 
research, conservation of natural re-
sources for the general public, or con-
servation of natural areas for wildlife 
or plant habitat (RCW 64.04.130(2)).

The 30-plus land trusts in Wash-
ington have territories as small as 
Lummi Island and as large as the Co-
lumbia River Basin. The Land Trust 

sgb-law.com
206.622.8000

SGB: LEADERS IN  
 ASBESTOS LITIGATION.

We give each client personal attention, heartfelt compassion, and  
hand-crafted representation. If you have a client who has received a  
diagnosis of mesothelioma or another asbestos-related disease  
contact Thomas Breen, Kristin Houser or Bill Rutzick.

40 yEARS Of ExpERIENcE ADVOcATING fOR  
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Alliance is a comprehensive resource 
for and about the thousands of land 
trusts in the United States (www. 
landtrustalliance.org). The great ma-
jority are local organizations with a 
mission aligned to community values 
associated with the land in that area. 
The range of community values is 
broad: there are land trusts dedicated 
to affordable housing, preservation 
of Native American culture, historic 

preservation, and protection of spe-
cific habitats like estuaries or specific 
species like elk. There are also state-
wide organizations (e.g., the Washing-
ton Association of Land Trusts, www.
walandtrusts.org) and well-known 
national (e.g., the Trust for Public 
Land, www.tpl.org) and international 
groups (e.g., the Nature Conservancy, 
www.nature.org), all working — often 
together — to facilitate the desires of 
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landowners and individuals to create 
a better life in their communities and 
to perpetuate their values.

During my first year in Wenatchee, 
I frequently rose at 6 a.m. Pacific time 
for 9 a.m. Eastern time calls on my 
remaining cases. Four trips back to 
Cincinnati culminated in a successful 
trial and two successful appeals, and 
finally it appeared that I was done. I 
was admitted to the WSBA (by reci-
procity), sold tickets at the Mission 

Ridge Ski area, and took master gar-
dener training. As it all began to wind 
down in the summer of 2008, I read an 
ad in the Wenatchee World. The Chel-
an-Douglas Land Trust was looking for 
a lands project manager, a job with a 
potpourri of duties ranging from iden-
tifying properties for conservation to 
analyzing title issues and negotiating 
with landowners. Most intriguing, the 
qualifications section included “ability 
to hike in difficult terrain.” That was 

new. My response was immediate: I 
can do that! And I have.

What to Expect: Pros and Cons
Should such an opportunity ever come 
your way, here are 10 things to know 
about working for a land trust.

You accomplish a great deal with 
relatively modest resources. As 
a litigator, it was not uncommon to 
spend years — even up to a decade 
— working on a case. My clients fre-
quently “won,” but often the victory 
was at great cost in time, emotion, and 
money. Exhaustion and disillusion-
ment about the system were shared by 
winners and losers.

Over the last six years, we have pro-
tected miles of precious salmon spawn-
ing and rearing habitat in the upper 
tributaries of the Columbia River. We 
have acquired fee title or conservation 
easements on thousands of acres of 
wildlife habitat, open space, and scenic 
vistas in the foothills near Wenatchee. 
We are frugal and efficient. The work 
product is tangible; you can hike on it!

Your professional life is largely 
conflict-free. Most of my legal col-
leagues in Cincinnati were good, hon-
orable people who believed in vigor-
ously representing their clients while 
treating opposing counsel and parties 
with civility. But there were exceptions. 
A few believed that aggression was the 
way to prevail, and even if they didn’t 
win, they still made life miserable.

At the land trust, I’ve worked closely 
with dozens of landowners, collabo-
rated with numerous partner agencies, 
applied for grants in fierce competition 
with others, and guess what — I have 
yet to experience petty, ad hominem at-
tacks. It is a relief.

Everybody wins. “Nobody wins” is an 
unfortunate reality of much litigation. 
In land trust work, the landowner who 
donates land or a conservation ease-
ment, or who sells his property interest 
at fair market value, wins. When you 
successfully complete the acquisition, 
the funding agency that has chosen 
this project as one of the best propos-
als to meet a particular purpose wins. 
The land trust board and members who 
support the organization because they 

– DEMETRI HELIOTIS
                            Attorney at Law

In 1994, 800,000 people were 

slaughtered in 100 days in Rwanda. Twelve 

years later, the United Nations was still 

sorting out the legal issues involved 

in this genocide. I was privileged 

with a clerkship at that tribunal. My 

involvement at the UN confirmed my 
Passion to Fight Injustice. 
But injustice isn’t always massive, and 

it can happen anywhere. I recently 

defended someone falsely accused 

of domestic violence. At trial, the 

complaining witness took the stand. 

My rigorous cross-examination proved 

the entire story was a lie. The judge 

called a recess. The prosecution dismissed 

the case. After months of hardship, my 

client got justice.
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believe in its values — they win. The 
larger community receives tangible 
benefits like a clean water supply and 
public access to trails, but also the in-
tangible value of protecting treasured 
places for future generations. So they 
win, too. It is an honor to be part of such 
positive work.

You work with intelligent, com-
mitted folks who treat each other 
well. I loved many of my two dozen 
law partners. Some of these rela-
tionships lasted longer than my law 
school marriage! There were great 
mentors, and I am proud to have been 
a mentor to a number of young law-
yers. I see substantially less ego, less 
emphasis on material rewards, and 
less caste hierarchy at the land trust. 
It feels better.

You feel useful in the world. I took 
great pride in diligent work, thorough 
research, and well-crafted legal argu-
ments. I represented my clients with 
integrity and had good results. I sup-
ported my family and put money away 
for college and retirement. But I could 
not always convince myself that the 
subject matter was really worth all the 
life energy it absorbed. How long will 
that result hold up? How much good 
will be done with the monetary reward? 
Will anyone ever read that decision?

When we acquire land or finalize 
a conservation easement, it is perma-
nent. In perpetuity, forever — audacious 
terms indeed, and who knows exactly 
what will happen over time? Neverthe-
less, there is a commitment to have that 
piece of land remain substantially as 
is, and there are solid legal documents 
supporting that covenant. This gets me 
up in the morning.

You feel useful to your coworkers. 
Much of my work as a litigator was done 
alone. Satisfaction came from the inter-
mittent successful result, the paycheck, 
and client appreciation when the case 
was over. We largely looked to our legal 
colleagues for a communal feeling of 
well-being.

My work with landowners to con-
serve their land is the core of the land 
trust’s mission. The rest of the staff 
are non-lawyers, many with advanced 
degrees in biology, wildlife, botany, 

geology, and sometimes social science 
or business. They are smart, interest-
ing people who can teach you a great 
deal, but they need you to answer lots 
of questions, to write and interpret con-
tracts, to draft policies, and to provide 
advice on issues great and small. It is 
good to be a valued part of the team.

You work in strikingly beautiful 
places. I saw a great deal of my office 
and the insides of courthouses during 

my legal career. I traveled to every cor-
ner of Ohio, to San Diego for an adult 
adoption deposition, and to Sedona for 
an eminent domain conference. 

While I still spend much of my time 
in an office, the “day in the field” to in-
vestigate a prospective property snow-
shoeing through ponderosa pine forest, 
or watching salmon spawn in mean-
dering rivers topped by snow-covered 
mountains, more than compensates. It is 
a rare privilege to call such days work.
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NEVER BE AFRAID TO RAISE YOUR 
VOICE FOR HONESTY, TRUTH AND 
COMPASSION AGAINST INJUSTICE.

“

”
−William Faulkner

Your wardrobe is cheaper. No ex-
planation required. I even get free hats. 
It better be cheaper, because the pay 
is substantially less. That is a segue to 
the reality check: nonprofit work is not 
profitable.

The compensation is modest. I 
make less than half of my 2007 base 
pay as a lawyer, and forgo the 25–50 
percent profit-sharing bonus. There is 

concern that bonus or performance-
based compensation could jeopardize 
the land trust’s nonprofit status as a 
dreaded private inurement. We do have 
generous paid time off and health insur-
ance, and finally got dental this year. 
We have a 403(b) qualified plan with a 
small employer contribution. I can do 
this now, financially, because I worked 
in private practice for many years. 

The land trust graciously reimburs-

es my license fee and continuing legal 
education expenses relevant to my 
work, covering national and regional 
land trust conferences with approved 
CLEs at reduced prices. Since I don’t 
represent individual clients and the 
land trust has outside counsel, I don’t 
carry malpractice insurance. But I can’t 
see letting my WSBA license lapse — it 
was too much work to get here!

This is not a retirement job. This 
satisfying work is still hard. Working 
collaboratively with so many persons, 
entities, and interests can be more dif-
ficult than just formulating your posi-
tion on a set of facts, marshalling your 
best legal argument and fighting it out 
with the opponent. Grants reimburse 
documented hours, so you are still a 
time-keeper. Children who inherited 
property in undivided interests and 
don’t get along are just as problematic 
in conservation transactions as they 
are in settling estates. 

And you are never done — there is 
always another fabulous property to 
be preserved. Thank goodness for that: 
Some land trust lawyer will be working 
on it! NWL

Mickey 
Flemming 
is the lands 
project 
man-
ager for the 
Chelan-
Douglas 
Land 
Trust and 

has practiced law since 1979, 
representing landowners in Ohio 
on issues relating to real property 
in administrative and litigation 
forums. Before going to law school, 
she received a bachelor’s degree in 
agriculture from Purdue Univer-
sity. Friends and the beauty of the 
Northwest brought Mickey and her 
husband Dirk Horton to Wenatchee 
to use their talents in new ways and 
to enjoy its recreational oppor-
tunities. She is a Chelan County 
master gardener and the mother 
of two sons. She can be reached at 
mickey@cdlandtrust.org.
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by Kathryn Ludwick

I live where Seattleites vacation. Home is Whidbey Island, a 55-mile-long island located 
30 miles north of Seattle, between the Olympic Peninsula and the I-5 corridor of West-
ern Washington, replete with a surprising contrast of rolling farmland, dense acres of 
forest, and a navy base. Whidbey Island forms the northern barrier of Puget Sound, 
hemming in pods of gray whales and orcas for delighted tourists. Together with Ca-

mano Island, the two islands form Island County, populated by about 80,000 people.

Life on the Rock
A deer enjoys some grass and avoids traffic near the author’s office on Whidbey Island. Photo by Kathryn Ludwick.



NOV 2014   |   NWLawyer     31

Life on “the Rock” comes with its 
own unique advantages and disadvan-
tages. As a deputy prosecuting attorney 
in my first year of practice, I’ve learned 
to take the bad with the good — and to 
always treat random members of the 
community with respect… because you 
never know when you’ll run into them 
in court.

The Commute
I love my commute. On the days I have 
to be in court, it takes fewer than four 
minutes to get from my front door to 
my chair at the prosecutor’s table in the 
courtroom. When I have to head from 
home to the office, the trip clocks in at 
about 14 minutes, cruising at a steady 
50 m.p.h. the entire time. Along the 
way, I usually see deer frolicking along 
the side of the road, a bald eagle or 
two, and the jagged peaks of the Olym-
pic Mountains, every crack and peak 
beautifully traced and glistening in the 
morning sun.

Of course, my commute will prob-
ably kill me.

The deer like to play in traffic. 
Whether the impulse is suicidal in 
nature or otherwise, the deer here are 
content to graze along the side of the 
highway, mere inches from the two-ton 
killing machines whizzing by at a speed 
guaranteed to smatter them into an en-
trée in a matter of seconds. Even worse, 
once the deer have finished on one 
side of the highway, they amble across 
two lanes of traffic to the other. Amble. 
Mosey. Stroll. This is not a mad dash 
to greener pastures. This is a carefree 
saunter that begs to be Instagrammed, 
and the deer will slow appropriately 
and pose so you can do just that. Dur-
ing daylight hours, at least.

At night, that same meandering 
spirit can turn deadly, those moments 
going from Disney to disaster in a 
matter of seconds with Bambi splat-
tered across your windshield. The 
arterial highway that runs the twisted 
length of Whidbey is almost entirely 
unlit, with forest growing right up to 
the road’s edge and nearly no shoul-
der, leaving little time or room for 
evasive action. Headlights often illu-
minate too late the gleam of doe eyes 
slowly crossing the fog line. Locals 
know how to win this game of chicken: 
Drive straight and don’t slow down. 

Tourists usually have not received 
this memo and often opt instead to 
swerve their RVs into oncoming traf-
fic. Thus, my commute home during 
winter hours is threatened by both the 
two- and four-legged variety. I save 
myself a decade of sitting in traffic by 
living outside the Seattle area, only 
to have that hard-earned time shaved 
off in a collection of near-misses 
and close calls. Even so, I prefer my 
single-digit commute, deadly scenery 
and all. At least it looks pretty.

Awkward Run-ins
Prosecutors, I belatedly learned, try not 

on, I am enjoying the dying of the 
light when I suddenly become aware 
of a woman riding her bike towards 
me, glaring daggers. I wrack my brain 
as she comes closer, trying to place 
her face and that ferocious hatred. Fi-
nally, right as we pass each other, it 
clicks: She is the alleged victim in a 
domestic violence case who screamed 
at me in court last week, insisting 
I was ruining her life when I asked 
that a no-contact order be put in 
place following the alleged assault by 
her husband. For the rest of the run, 
I am prey; I have a bullseye painted 
squarely between my shoulder blades 

Young|New Lawyers

to live in the county in which they work. 
Especially when that county consists of 
only 80,000 people. For good reason. A 
trip to the grocery store is full of awk-
ward second glances. Pushing my cart 
through the produce aisles, I meet the 
eyes of a young man across the organic 
bananas. We both look away, then look 
back; in that moment, a flash of recog-
nition spreads across our respective 
features, and we each scurry in op-
posite directions — he was arraigned 
on his second DUI in court yesterday 
morning. Oh, and he threw up in the 
back of the police car.

Everyday activities can get really 
awkward really fast. Take, for exam-
ple, an evening run on the waterfront 
bike path. Headphones in, sunglasses 

and I feel sure that any second I will 
be felled by a carefully aimed bullet 
or arrow or fiercely pedaled bike.

Living and working in such a small 
county, the fact of the matter is I will 
rub shoulders with defendants and 
victims and witnesses on a regular 
basis. There is often no way to prepare 
for such run-ins, except to be as pro-
fessional as possible in the courtroom 
and the office and hope it will carry 
over to “real life.” I have also learned 
to grocery shop incognito, the perfect 
excuse to leave the house with un-
washed hair, an awful hat, no makeup, 
and wearing sweats. Or I try to make 
sure to wear some sort of Seahawks 
gear when I am out and about (not that 
I need much of an excuse in the first 

The Island County Courthouse in Coupeville. Photo by Todd Timmcke.
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place): “Ew, there’s that prosecutor, but 
at least she’s a Seahawks fan! Let’s not 
run her over this time.” 

Crab Pots and Ride-alongs
With summer coming to an end, I can 
finally breathe a sigh of relief: The tour-
ist season on Whidbey is finally wind-
ing down, meaning crabbing season is 
also coming to a close. More perplex-
ing than a homicide or DUI are the 
rules that regulate commercial and 
recreational fishing and crabbing — 
mostly because those rules reference 
the Washington Administrative Code, 
which Google and Westlaw always have 
a hard time finding. Combine that dif-
ficulty with a near total absence of case 
law, and I am liable to groan when I see 
a Fish and Wildlife case on my desk.

Not that there aren’t perks. Manag-
ing Fish and Wildlife caseloads means 
getting out on the water for ride-alongs 
with Fish and Wildlife officials. Their 
investigations also usually include tan-
gible, physical evidence. Not familiar 
with a commercial crab pot? It’s likely 
the Fish and Wildlife official you’re 
meeting with to prepare for trial has one 
sitting in the back of his truck and can 
point out the escape rings and buoys 
the law requires. Violations of fishing 
regulations are easy to visualize; the 
hard part is figuring out whether the 
law applies in the first place.

Of course, the flip side to the “fish” 
part of the caseload is the “wildlife.” 
Hunting season is right around the 
corner, and soon I will have to re-fa-
miliarize myself with wildlife assess-
ments ($2,000 for the death of a deer!) 
and bag limits. To answer your implicit 
question: I don’t believe hitting a deer 
with my car means it has been “legally 
harvested,” thus I would not be entitled 
to the carcass. Besides, it would surely 
be too bruised to eat. 

TALMADGE
FITZPATRICK

More perplexing than a 
homicide or DUI are the 
rules that regulate com-
mercial and recreational 
fishing and crabbing . . . 
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Compassion.  Community.  Advocacy.  Justice.

  Life on the Rock offers a unique 
perspective both on life outside Seattle 
and the criminal justice system at work 
in smaller communities. I may hammer 
home the awkwardness of a run-in with 
a defendant at the grocery store, but 
the flip side is getting to see that same 
defendant a few months down the road, 
clean and sober and thanking the judge 
for imposing a SCRAM bracelet as a 
pre-trial release condition, as it finally 
gave him a reason to stop drinking. 
The perk of working in a small-town 
prosecutor’s office is that I not only see 
a case through from charging decision 
to resolution, but also carry a caseload 
boasting a variety of crimes.

The downside is that variety is 
sadly lacking in the local culinary 
scene.  However, it seems a fair trade. 
What life on Whidbey lacks in urban 
culture, it makes up for with a healthy 
work-life balance and an always-in-
teresting commute.  Slicing through 
clouds of thick mists that swathe the 
road in the early morning, it is easy to 
forget the island’s proximity to Seattle, 
or even civilization. On the Rock, one 
can truly get away from it all without 
ever leaving.

As a young attorney, I do appreciate 
knowing a vacation is literally on my 
doorstep. The hard part will be finding 
the time to take it.  NWL

Katie Ludwick is a deputy 
prosecuting attorney with the Island 
County Prosecutor’s Office. She 
is pictured with her father, Jack 
Ludwick (admitted in ‘74), whom she 
seeks to emulate in integrity, work 
ethic, and snappy dress sense. She 
can be reached at katie.ludwick@
gmail.com.   

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=33&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abeytanelson.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=33&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.messinalaw.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=33&exitLink=mailto%3Akatie.ludwick%40gmail.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=33&exitLink=mailto%3Akatie.ludwick%40gmail.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=33&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.messinalaw.com


NWLawyer   |   NOV 201434

Top 10
©

IS
TO

CK
PH

O
TO

.C
O

M
/K

AL
IN

IN
EL

LC
/S

M
IL

ES
EA

FO
X/

CA
RD

M
AV

ER
IC

K/
HU

M
O

NI
A/

SH
AK

ZU
/G

EM
EN

AC
O

M

by Allison Peryea

I know your type. You live and 
work outside of Seattle. You 
drive a few minutes to work, 
swing by your local coffee shop 
and walk straight up to the coun-
ter to order your morning latte, 
and park your car right outside 
your office. You can’t under-
stand why Seattleites choose 
to live in a dirty congested city. 
And you know what? You are 
right. We have issues. Life in 
your town is better. Here are a 
few reasons why.

1. PARKING
For the price of monthly parking in my 
office building downtown, I could hire 
Justin Timberlake to give a private con-
cert for me and my friends in space. Free, 
available street parking in Seattle is a 
mythical creature that only appears on 
Sunday mornings in scary areas under-
neath freeway overpasses. In contrast, 
your town is basically one big, available 
parking space surrounded by buildings 
and other stuff.

2. REAL ESTATE
If I saved up all the money I ever make 
for the rest of my life, I might be able to 
buy a house in Seattle around the time of 
my 100th birthday — if we haven’t torn 

down all of the houses by 
that point to make room 
for those micro-apart-
ments that fit a microwave 
and half a cat. My friends 
recently sold their town-
house in Magnolia and 
moved to eastern Wash-
ington; for less money 
than they sold their tiny 
townhouse, they bought a 
home that would fit at least 
34 of my apartments in it. 
They even have a yard! 
The “yard” for my build-
ing is a dry patch of grass 
in the alley, also known as 
the “guest parking area.”

3. GREEN GUILT
While you get to feel warm fuzzies from 
taking steps to protect the environ-
ment, we have to recycle and bring our 
cloth bags to the grocery store because 
IT’S THE LAW in Seattle. Going green 
has become a full-time job in Seattle, 
which everyone has been offered and 
nobody can turn down. I want to give 
the Earth a big hug, so of course I sup-
port these laws, but I always feel like 
garbage whenever I go to Safeway and 
am the only one in line who has to pay 
for disposable bags. (Who are you peo-
ple who always remember to keep reus-
able bags in your trunk before a trip to 
the store?) It is also now standard prac-
tice in the big city to keep a compost 
container under the sink. I haven’t yet 
jumped on that bandwagon, since I like 
to keep my decomposing produce in the 
crisper drawer.

4. WHERE NOBODY 
KNOWS YOUR 
NAME

In Seattle, we are little fishes in a big 
pond that features a Starbucks on every 
corner. Outside of the downtown core, 
which is stocked with opposing counsel, 
it is relatively rare to run into people you 
know. In the legal community, it is pretty 
hard to get your name out there without 
a huge advertising budget or notoriety 

for having done some-
thing really bad that ap-
pears in the disciplinary 
pages of this magazine. 
Where you live, it is not 
only likely that you know 
any given attorney in 
your community, but 
also probable that she 
works down the hall from 
you. Potential clients 
know not only that you 
are an attorney and what 
type of law you practice, 
but also which hospital 
you were born in and that 
you dated Bobby Stevens 

in middle school. 

5. CONSTRUCTION
In Seattle, we like to tear things down 
and build newer, more expensive things. 
Accordingly, our city is a giant construc-
tion site, decorated with orange cones 
and dudes in reflective vests. A lot of 
this construction work is the result of 
aging infrastructure and well-meaning-
but-bungled attempts to fix it. (See, e.g., 
the SR 520 Bridge and Bertha). And you 
get to help us pay for a lot of it. Thanks! 

6. THE SEATTLE 
FREEZE

The common saying is that people in Se-
attle are polite, but not friendly. They say 
that because it is true. Seattleites live in 
fear that a stranger in an elevator will 
strike up a conversation. In contrast, I 
flew to Wenatchee once, and the whole 
plane was so comfortably chatty that 

Top 10 Reasons NOT to Live in Seattle
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you would have thought every passen-
ger was related. It’s not that Seattleites 
don’t like people; it’s just that we already 
have a lot of friends and adding a single 
additional person to the social circle 
would cause the globe to tilt off its axis 
and the world to explode.

7. TRAFFIC
I can literally see my office building 
from my deck at home, and it still can 
take me half an hour to get to work when 
the roads are busy. I run errands based 
on the traffic report, which is basically 
the urban dweller’s daily horoscope. In 
Wenatchee, where I grew up, the rule of 
thumb is that it never takes longer than 
15 minutes to get anywhere under any 
circumstance. A traffic jam occurs only 
when somebody’s vintage Ford F-150 
stalls at the intersection. 

8. PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION

A million billion people live and work 
in our city, and we try to 
accommodate their pub-
lic transportation needs 
with about five buses 
and a train system that 
will be finished when 
flying cars and jet packs 
become the commuting 
mainstream. And just 
when it seems like ev-
erything is at absolute 
capacity and people are 
going to start spilling 
out of bus windows, pub-
lic transportation fund-
ing is reduced and bus 
routes are cut. You can 

probably walk or ride a bike to places 
you want to go (or drive! Even if it is, say, 
5:15 on a Tuesday evening!).

9. EATING OUT
If you want to eat out for dinner, you go 
to a restaurant. In contrast, if we want 
dinner out — especially on the weekend 
— we have to either make a reservation, 
pick one of our go-to unpopular spots 
usually known for their mediocre fare, 
or spend the bulk of the evening in a 
crowded entry area waiting for a table. 
Seattle is known for its fit inhabitants, 
and the secret is not because we exer-
cise and eat healthy. It’s just that we can 
never get a table at that Italian place.

 

10. TECHIE 
RESENTMENT 

Thanks to Amazon, Microsoft, Google 
and similar companies, Seattle is crawl-
ing with techies and their willingness to 
spend a lot to lease an apartment in the 
city, driving up rent and making the rest 

of us feel poor and more 
stupider. We continue to 
tear down old, historic 
buildings to accommo-
date their fancy new office 
buildings. I have a ton of 
techie friends, and they 
never had student loans 
and are always buying 
stuff (the newest phone, 
fancy kitchen knives) 
because they are already 
paying the maximum into 
their corporate retirement 
accounts and have noth-
ing else to do with their 
money. They get corpo-

rate discount cards, so they can get into 
movies for a fraction of the normal ticket 
price. Resenting them is an around-the-
clock task. You don’t have to deal with 
these types of people on a regular basis — 
you only have to resent them when one of 
their software programs has a bug. This 
frees up a lot of your time.

In conclusion, we are all idiots 
for living and working in the city. 
Everything is too expensive, and takes 
too long, and involves standing in lines. 
But for all the downsides, we want you 
— you with your five-minute commute 
and your four-bedroom house that costs 
the same as a studio condominium in 
Belltown — to remember that we can 
walk to Mariners games from our of-
fice buildings and never have to worry 
about running into our ex-boyfriends’ 
mothers when we go grocery shopping. 
In any event, there are benefits and 
drawbacks to life in any city or town in 
our state. I have lived in Seattle for too 
many years to count on two hands, but 
I still love visiting eastern Washington, 
where I grew up. I just don’t do my shop-
ping there. NWL

 

Allison 
Peryea is a 
community 
association 
attorney who 
practices in 
downtown Se-
attle and lives 
in Seattle’s 
Eastlake 
neighborhood. 

She is the chair of the WSBA Edito-
rial Advisory Committee and the 
WSCAI Communications Commit-
tee, for whom she edits the WSCAI 
Journal. She is also a member of the 
WSBA Judicial Recommendation 
Committee. She can be reached at 
allison.peryea@leahyps.com.
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Discovering and 
Overcoming 
Challenges Working 
on Behalf of 
Refugees in Tanzania
by Abigail Cromwell

W
hen the 
opportu-
nity arose 
to work 
d irect ly 

with refugees seeking asy-
lum in Tanzania, I jumped at 
it. I arrived in Tanzania with 
too many business suits, 
not enough bug spray, and 
very little sense of what my 
role as a lawyer for refugees 
would entail. 
Beyond Asylum: Serving 
Refugees’ Legal Needs
I joined a small NGO called Asylum Ac-
cess Tanzania. Headquartered in San 
Francisco, Asylum Access has three 
field offices in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania; 

Quito, Ecuador; and Bangkok, Thailand, 
providing legal aid to refugees in their 
first country of asylum. Unlike a lot of 
refugee-focused organizations, we did 
not work primarily on resettlement — 
helping refugees move to a safe third 
country. Unfortunately, resettlement 
is available to less than one percent of 
refugees worldwide, so there is a huge 
need for legal aid in those first coun-
tries of asylum to assert basic human 
rights on behalf of the vulnerable refu-
gee populations. At Asylum Access, we 

did more than solely asylum work: we 
helped refugee clients with a variety of 
legal issues including landlord-tenant 
disputes, employment issues, and even 
criminal matters. 

I spent at least one day each week 
doing intake of new refugee clients who 
had recently arrived in Dar es Salaam. 
This was by far my favorite part of the 
job. In the flight undertaken by my 
clients, they faced extremely danger-
ous travel, often hidden in a van or car, 
crossing one of the many porous borders 

The Struggle for Refuge

Abigail Cromwell (third from left) with her Asylum Access Tanzania lawyer colleagues (l. to r.), Cath-
erine Edwin, Daniel Gugami, and Alice Kazoba.
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at night and on foot, through difficult 
and dangerous terrain. They usually had 
little money and would rely on the kind-
ness of strangers for infrequent meals 
and housing. Many were afraid of their 
own countrymen, as well as of people in 
the new country where they would seek 
asylum, and so traveled secretly, often 
with entire families and small children. 

When clients walked into our office 
and began to tell their stories about what 
had happened to them in their country 
of origin and why they fled, I knew I 
might be the first person to truly listen, 
to provide them an opportunity to share 
their stories fully, and to treat them with 
dignity and respect. Many asylum-seek-
ers went to the government on their own 
before coming to us. Too often they were 
treated badly and called names, kicked 
out of the office, denied asylum, and 
told to go back to their home countries. 
Such treatment by government officials 
startled them and me. 

Tanzania’s Refugee Problem 
Tanzania is a relatively stable and pros-
perous country, surrounded by neigh-
bors that have seen civil war and perse-
cution for decades. Many of my clients 
came from neighboring Congo, fleeing 
civil war, and I assisted asylum-seekers 
from all over East Africa, including So-

malia, Uganda, and Rwanda. A few of my 
clients came from as far away as South 
Africa, fleeing political persecution. De-
spite its relative prosperity, Tanzania is 
nonetheless a developing country with 
limited resources and a scarcity of jobs. 
So the government feels it is not in a po-
sition to easily assist thousands of peo-
ple from outside its own borders. Over 
time, Tanzania began to close its doors 
to the unending flight of refugees, mak-
ing it harder for people to seek asylum 
and working to make it less attractive for 
refugees to seek out Tanzania as a safe 
haven. 

In the past, refugees were allowed to 
move freely within Tanzania and to work; 
today they are warehoused in camps, far 
from urban areas. They have no right to 
work, no freedom of movement, limited 
options for schooling, almost no medical 
care, and insufficient sources of basic 
supplies for living. Most of my clients 
were skilled and educated; they were 
engineers, computer programmers, 
and small-business owners accustomed 
to working in urban areas, not barren 
farmland. They were not “economic 
migrants” looking for a better job; they 
were educated people forced to flee ev-
erything they knew. Yet Tanzania views 
them as a burden. Despite acceding to 
important international conventions 

protecting refugees, in practice Tanza-
nia actively discourages asylum-seekers 
and routinely denies valid and strong 
claims for asylum. At a conference we 
organized, a high-ranking government 
official summarized Tanzania’s philoso-
phy: “Well, we don’t want Tanzania to be 
more attractive than its neighbors.” 

Navigating and Negotiating 
In my first day of work, I was struck 
with the bustle and lively nature of our 
modest office. Lawyers and supervi-
sors, translators and clients were scur-
rying every which way, and my new 
colleagues barely had a minute to greet 
me. I learned that the government of 
Tanzania had recently released a num-
ber of asylum decisions and our office 
was busy writing appeals on the cases 
that had been denied. I thought to my-
self, “How wonderful! So much energy, 
so much positive work.” What I shortly 
discovered, however, was that though 
the government of Tanzania, by its own 
laws and regulations, is required to re-
lease such decisions within 60 days of 
each asylum petition being filed, with an 
exception permitting officials an addi-
tional 60 days should they need it, these 
were the first such decisions released by 
the government in more than four years. 

One of the first questions I asked my 
supervisor and fellow attorneys was, 
“Why don’t we sue the government for 
violation of such a basic and obvious 
rule? After all, we have a strategic litiga-
tion arm within our organization. This is 
a classic example of a government not 
abiding by its own laws.” 

The response was discouraging: “The 
government doesn’t know we have a 
strategic litigation department. We have 
never used it.” And even more defeating: 
“We can’t sue the government, because 
they will pull our NGO status and then 
we can’t help anyone.”

This was the first of many stark 
contrasts between the Tanzanian legal 
system and what we enjoy, and often 
take for granted, in the United States. In 
Tanzania, lawyers were afraid to stand 
up to the government. And it wasn’t only 
in our office; countrywide, there was no 
perceptible culture of challenging the 
government, forcing it to face the re-
quirements of its own laws, or taking it 
to task on its failures. If the government 
wanted to wait four years to issue a rul-

A sign points to Asylum Access Tanzania headquarters in Dar es Salaam.
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ing that was clearly required within four 
months, that was the way it was. 

Of course, we didn’t simply give up. 
But instead of a more deliberate fight 
like we would bring in the United States, 
we worked through other channels. We 
developed careful relationships with 
government officials, we chose our 
battles carefully, and we collaborated on 
projects with the government, hoping to 
later convert such resourcefulness into 
the positive changes we wanted to see. 

As an advocate, working directly with 
clients, I worked one case at a time, one 
client at a time, and one issue at a time. 

Another big difference I faced be-
tween the Tanzanian legal system and 
our own was the lack of any right to 
counsel. Of course, I had not expected 
asylum-seekers to be provided a lawyer. 
But even when they had a lawyer, clients 
could not bring their lawyer to asylum 
interviews. Therefore, I took pains to 
thoroughly prepare each client for the 

variety of interviews he or she would 
undergo. I provided a carefully drafted 
letter of introduction to the government. 
When asylum-seekers represented by 
Asylum Access applied for protection, 
the government officials generally did 
not turn them away without a response. 

A hurdle we faced with nearly every 
client was the Tanzanian law requir-
ing the asylum-seeker to apply to the 
government within seven days of ar-
rival into the country. Unlike the time 
deadlines pertaining to the govern-
ment, this law was widely enforced. 
Yet this presented a nearly impossible 
deadline. It takes several days simply 
to travel across the vast countryside, 
with no highways like those we have 
in the United States; trains are expen-
sive and still take at least two full days, 
when they run at all. If I met with a cli-
ent within 30 or 60 days of arrival into 
the country, I was generally optimistic I 
could make arguments explaining such 
a minor delay. However, the govern-
ment might still deny asylum protec-
tions on this basis alone, no matter how 
strong the underlying claim. 

Despite the frustrating reality of 
the treatment of asylum seekers — the 
backlogs, the delays, the dangerous 
and unhealthy conditions at the camps, 
and the lack of basic human rights — 
our work provided meaningful legal 
aid to all of our clients during the time 
they were awaiting decisions. Outside 
of our shared interest in international 
humanitarian law, the backgrounds of 
the lawyers in the office varied widely. 
We had one client charged with a seri-

Handling LGBT Issues in Tanzania
The plight of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) refugees seeking asylum 
in Tanzania is particularly fraught. In the United 
States in 2013, same-sex marriage was openly 
debated in state and national arenas and liti-

gated in all levels of courts. In Uganda in the same year, legislators 
debated whether homosexuality should be a capital offense or pun-
ishable by life in prison. Many LGBT individuals routinely fled grave 
persecution in Uganda, resulting in a distinctive refugee population 
in neighboring states. The 1951 Refugee Convention, a treaty rati-
fied by and implemented in Tanzania, protects persons who have “a 
well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of … membership 
of a particular social group,” a definition widely seen internationally 
to include persecuted LGBT persons. However, despite its accession 
to this treaty, Tanzania also maintains laws criminalizing homosexual-
ity, though with lower penalties and less rampant enforcement than 
Uganda. A dilemma thus arises in refugee legal work: how can we help 
the LGBT refugee who seeks asylum in Tanzania? 

What I first had to do in every intake interview was to emphasize 
the confidentiality of the lawyer-client relationship, and explain that I 
worked always for the client and never for the government. I worked 
to create an atmosphere of acceptance so that each client felt safe in 
sharing all the relevant details of his or her life. Then, in advocating 
for LGBT asylum-seekers, I knew they would not gain asylum on the 
basis of their LGBT status. In Tanzania, LGBT refugees are routinely 
denied asylum. They may be told homosexuality is a crime and told to 
leave the country. They are likely to be treated extremely unkindly by 
the government officials. Yet I had to insist that these clients follow 
through with this interview, as it was a necessary step to applying 
for and receiving other assistance, hopefully directly from the United 
Nations. These clients had lived their whole lives in a region often 
intolerant and violent toward them on the basis of their sexual orien-
tation and sexual identity. I was acutely aware that I might be the first 
person to treat this LGBT individual, in his or her lifetime, with total 
acceptance and with dignity and respect. 

Another big difference I 
faced between the Tan-
zanian legal system and 
our own was the lack of 
any right to counsel . . . But 
even when they had a 
lawyer, clients could not 
bring their lawyer to asy-
lum interviews.
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ous criminal offense; I was the only at-
torney in the office who had extensively 
practiced criminal law. In working on 
this case, I made the satisfying dis-
covery that, as a former British colony, 
Tanzania maintained very similar rules 
of evidence and procedures in criminal 
cases to what we have in the United 
States. As a foreigner, I was not permit-
ted to appear in court on this criminal 
case, but I worked closely with a col-
league who represented him. We had 
many effective meetings about the 
rules of hearsay, and I helped formulate 
the strongest arguments. The client 
was eventually acquitted of the charge. 
Without our help, he almost certainly 
would have been convicted, and as a 
refugee, likely would have been deport-
ed upon eventual release. 

Tanzania is a young country and its 
legal system is very much in develop-
ment. Learning to adapt to a different 
system and effectively represent my 
clients was at times frustrating, but 
overall one of the most rewarding 
challenges in my career. In Tanzania, 
because we did not have case law to 
examine, nor treatises from which 
to find guidance, I felt I was working 
from scratch to give meaning to the 
laws and build effectiveness in their 
application to our clients and to the 
issues we faced. Rather than having 
precedent to point to, I hope we have 
helped to create it.  NWL

Abigail Cromwell is the ex-
ecutive director of The Center for 
Progressive Legal Defense, LLC , 
where she works on asylum claims 
and immigration cases. She is on 
the pro bono panel with the North-
west Immigrant Rights Project. A 
former deputy prosecutor with King 
County, she enjoys trial work and 
maintains an active criminal de-
fense practice. She can be reached 
at abigail@thecpld.com.
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by Jeff Johnson

T
here is a common 
bar exam say-
ing: “The test is 
a mile long but 
an inch thick.” In 

order to practice law in Cen-
tral Washington, no mat-
ter what the practice area, 
you should have at least an 
inch-thick understanding 
of immigration law issues, 
and it certainly doesn’t hurt 
to have a friendly immigra-
tion attorney a phone call 
away. 

About once a week I enter a county 
jail in Central Washington, file in hand, 
and sit down across from a new client to 
deliver the following news: “You’ve been 
charged with simple assault domestic 
violence. I am representing you on this 
charge. The court has notified me that 
ICE (Immigration and Customs En-
forcement) is aware of your illegal status 
here in the U.S. and has directed the jail 
to hold you.” 

At this point, my new client usually 
looks like he just got hit with a ton of 

bricks. Nonetheless, my speech con-
tinues: “That means even if the judge 
decides to release you from jail without 
bail while this case is pending, you will 
still be stuck here because of this ICE 
hold until your case is resolved. When 
the case is complete — either by you ac-
cepting a plea deal, a trial verdict being 
reached, or the case being dismissed — 
you will be most likely taken to Tacoma 
to undergo a different court proceeding 
with the U.S. Immigration Courts to de-

you during deportation proceedings.”
Keep in mind, this conversation is 

usually happening with the help of a 
Spanish interpreter which, at best, adds 
difficulty in communication. And the 
client typically asks me a series of ques-
tions, most of which are repetitive, to 
make sure he fully understands the rock 
and the hard place he has found himself 
between.

“At this time, the prosecutor is not 
agreeable to amending the charge 

Curves Ahead
Representing Illegal Immigrants in Non-Immigration Cases

termine whether you will stay in the U.S. 
or get deported.”

Here, I generally get a look with 
which I am all too familiar: a look of utter 
depression, mixed with compounding 
confusion. I go on: “It appears you have 
been living and working in Washington 
for a long time, and you may wish to re-
main living here with your family. If that 
is the case, then I recommend that you 
not plead guilty to simple assault DV. A 
guilty plea will pose a serious risk that 
an immigration court will find against 

down to a lesser offense,” I say. “I’ve 
reviewed the police reports and find 
many things troubling about the State’s 
case against you. I would recommend 
you set this for trial and force the State 
to prove its case.” 

More bad news comes when I tell him 
that I am not an immigration attorney 
and that he should hire one to represent 
him during any future deportation pro-
ceeding. I typically receive a look that 
expresses, “I can’t afford that,” before I 
conclude with: “But, as I explained, you 

. . . we find a significant population of individuals 
 living in our communities with a different and more 
significant set of legal consequences for relatively 
minor scrapes with the law.
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will not be released pending trial, so if 
you decide to challenge the charge, you 
will be stuck in this jail for upwards of 
two months before we get to a trial. So 
what do you want to do?”

During law school, it never occurred 
to me, nor did it interest me, to consider 
going into an immigration law prac-
tice. Immigration law is not a required 
course in law school (or it wasn’t for me, 
anyway) and I don’t even recall whether 
it was offered at my school. But as an at-
torney practicing in Central Washing-
ton, immigration law comes with the 
territory.

As a relatively young attorney tran-
sitioning into private practice, I decided 
to pick up a defense contract from a 
city to help ensure I was bringing in 
some money every month. I initially 
thought this would be a terrible experi-
ence, but something I had to do in order 
to get closer to my goal of being a self-
supporting private civil attorney. Most 
experienced attorneys I know have, at 
some point, practiced criminal law be-
fore arriving at their chosen field. How-
ever, despite the unique challenges that 
arise between criminal law and immi-
gration issues, I did not expect I would 
like this work as much as I do or get such 
satisfaction from my efforts in helping 
people through very difficult situations. 

Why do I find myself having to con-
sider legal problems outside of my areas 
of practice? It is a function of a signifi-
cant population in Washington state 
who are not in this country legally and 
the complex legal needs that follow 
their legal interactions with the State or 
courts. Growing up in Yakima and now 
living and working in the Tri-Cities, I 
know that the Hispanic population has 
grown substantially in this area over 
the decades. Families don’t grow in ac-
cordance with the country’s boundar-
ies, and people in search of a better life 
are willing to travel far and wide to find 
it. This is the history of our country 
and a microcosm of such is brewing in 
Washington. Thus, we find a significant 
population of individuals living in our 
communities with a different and more 
significant set of legal consequences for 
relatively minor scrapes with the law. 

These people are living on a razor’s 
edge and know any misstep may result 
in losing all they have worked for and 
risked. One mistake, one error in judg-
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ment, one loss of emotional control can 
cause the house of cards to fall. Some-
one who is here illegally and arrested 
on charges later dropped or is found to 
be not guilty at trial will still spend a 
significant amount of time behind bars 
while justice grinds its gears through 
an immigration hold. I have witnessed 
that many illegal immigrants perceive 
any interaction with the State or Courts 
as dangerous, causing many to simply 
avoid such contact unless required. 

A person injured by the fault of an-
other or injured on the job should have 
no trepidation in trying to obtain a 
reasonable recovery for their damages 
or benefits to restore them. However, 
I have seen many of my clients experi-
ence great anxiety over proceeding for-
ward with legal action. A great deal of 
reassurance that their status here in the 
U.S. will not be discussed during such a 
case is usually required. Here in Wash-
ington, there is sound case law holding 
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that a party’s citizenship status is not 
relevant and overly prejudicial in most 
cases, and thus is not generally discov-

erable information.
Yet I sense a great deal of trust has 

been given to me, as their attorney, in 

waging forward. Increasingly, the issue 
of immigration in our country is a po-
litical minefield. Even a well-polished 
politician tends to tread lightly when 
discussing this topic. It is no wonder 
that an individual plaintiff in a civil suit 
would have great concern in thinking 
her case will be irreparably harmed if 
such information is disclosed to a jury. 

At the end of my weekly speech in the 
county jail, my client typically is no clos-
er to a decision on how to proceed than 
before I arrived. I tend to sit and watch as 
he is ushered back to the general holding 
area, the weight of the world on his shoul-
ders. But that doesn’t stop me from being 
a fierce advocate. No matter what hap-
pens to our federal law on immigration 
(or likely doesn’t happen), the situation 
for lawyers across Washington — and in 
Central Washington especially — will not 
substantially change anytime soon.

Lawyers will still be required to 
represent their clients’ best interests, 
whether it is in a criminal case or civil 
matter, and some of those clients are 
not going to have legal status. For those 
clients, the interests may lead beyond 
the present matter. A lawyer will not 
always be able to avoid trouble for the 
client down the road; however, knowing 
and advising your client of the potential 
danger down the road can lead to the de-
cision to pick a different and safer route 
to travel. NWL

Jeff Johnson is a personal 
injury and misdemeanor criminal 
defense attorney for Johnson & 
Johnson Law Firm in Kennewick 
and Yakima.  He received his J.D. 
from the University of Oregon and 
his B.A. from Washington State 
University.  He can be reached at 
jeff@jandjlaw.com.
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W
arning: This is not an article about “collegiality.” In fact, it is about 
how those lawyers who see “collegiality” as a weakness — or as some-
thing that should only happen when there is a robe-wearing individual 
around — make our state Bar, and our local bars, stronger. Which is 
not to say that we should all be jerks to one another! Rather, it’s about 

the fact that the number of lawyers in a “local bar” does not dictate its overall tenor, 
standards, or collegial nature. 

driven and conflict-mandated. 
In the beginning and end, we are there with our clients 

to do battle for them. Isn’t it a disservice to also try and 
be “collegial”? Perhaps the term must be defined in order 
to toss out such a (currently) radical idea. According to 
the Merriam-Webster online dictionary, “collegiality” is 
defined as “the cooperative relationship of colleagues.” 

First, in litigation we owe it to our clients to not coop-
erate with our opponents. Professionalism should be the 
touchstone, not cooperation. We can and should be po-
lite, on time, offer professional courtesies, etc., without 
crossing the line into cooperation. Of course, there may 
be agreed details, or stipulations. However, those agree-
ments are to make the battle more efficient. Or perhaps we 

by Douglas Pierce

Disputes tend to bring out the worst in humans. Yet 
we have all chosen this profession that is founded on dis-
putes and adversarial posturing. So should there be any 
question that disharmony and disagreement is the norm? 

Many of us practice in several counties, all across the 
state. Yet there is a sameness which permeates all court-
rooms: we are always there to have a disagreement set-
tled. Because our profession is based on the two-party ad-
versary paradigm, there is a commonality throughout the 
geography of our state: conflict. The Tri-Cities, the Lilac 
City, the City of Destiny, cities with no catchy nickname, 
and yes, even the Emerald City — in all of our Halls of Jus-
tice and “Covnty Covrt Hovses,” we are practicing law, 
which is really just a glossy way of saying we are conflict-©
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“do not object” to something, but that 
is in effect where we simply agree to 
not disagree. 

Our behavior to each other is on a 
spectrum, akin to the relationship of 
nations. On the one end is all-out war, 
with physical violence being the stan-
dard. (Rare in a court of law or during 
various procedures, but it does hap-
pen.) On the other end is an official 
document, such as a treaty, that states 
we will aid and assist each other for 
the betterment of both. In the end, 
either way the litmus test should be, 
“Would I want to pay someone hun-

dreds of dollars an hour to behave 
that way?” 

Second, lawyers on the opposite 
side of the bar are not colleagues; 
they are adversaries. We are paid to 
win, and failing that, to make the best 
case for our clients. As such, our rela-
tionship with each other needs to be 
closer to the idea of old-school war-
riors, not elbow-rubbing, wink-wink, 
see-you-on-the-golf-course chums.

Washington courthouses all have 
lawyers who enjoy being seen as the 
one in the black hat and cape — the 
“bad one.” We all know them, and per-

haps the old adage that “if you don’t 
know who the jerk at the party is, 
then it’s you” is in order. Then again, 
thanks to that aforementioned culture 
of conflict, the local jerk undoubtedly 
sees everyone else as jerks, too.

The point is, the number of 
litigators in the local bar doesn’t mat-
ter. While the specific number of each 
type of lawyer is on a bell curve, the 
ratio is about the same. Each bar has 
smart lawyers, lawyers who aren’t the 
most ambitious, and lawyers who are 
seen as bastards. Likewise, there are 
a few overly nice lawyers, the bulk of 
them are probably “moody,” and then 
there are a few “bastards.” 

Which begs the question: What 
exactly is it that the outliers do to be 
labeled bastards? Figuratively speak-
ing, the rose is in their teeth, their 
hand is out, and “El Choclo/Kiss of 
Fire” is being played by the band — 
they are asking to tango with Rule 11 
sanctions on a daily basis. For exam-
ple, not only do they abuse the discov-
ery process, but they hang up during 
the “meet and confer.” Perhaps they 
bump into you at the store, and talk 
about the complete worthlessness of 
not only your client, but you as well.

So what do we do about them? Here 
is the kicker and why we need them in 
our bar: We go to bed at night and say 
to ourselves and/or our chosen de-
ity, “May I be able to know correctly 
when I need to be like that and to what 
extent.” Because, in our adversarial 
process, the bastards are only making 
overtures with Rule 11 — they aren’t 
on the dance floor yet.  NWL

Douglas 
Pierce 
practices 
in Coeur 
d’Alene, 
Idaho, and 
is a mem-
ber of the 
law firm 
of James, 
Vernon & 
Weeks. He 

is a member of the WSBA Editorial 
Advisory Committee. He can be 
reached at dpierce@jvwlaw.net.
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NWLAWYER 
WINS 2014 NABE 

LUMINARY AWARD
We’re proud to announce that NWLawyer, 

the WSBA’s official magazine for members, 
received the National Association of Bar 

Executives (NABE) 2014 Luminary Award of 
excellence for regular publications for bars 

with more than 15K members! 

Congratulations and thanks to the staff, 
volunteers, writers, and contributors who 

made this award possible.

Be part of this award-winning team! 
Email nwlawyer@wsba.org with your 

article idea or to request an article-
writing guide and a list of topics. 
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Section Spotlight

A Road Less 
Traveled 
Solo Practice of 
International Law

WSBA InternAtIonAl PrActIce 
SectIon

by Paul Eklund

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I —
I took the one less traveled by
And that has made all the difference.
   — Robert Frost, “The Road Not Taken”

In his book The Road Less Traveled, 
psychiatrist M. Scott Peck advocated 
choosing a “less traveled” life path, 
marked by service to others through the 
building of community. Might we, as at-
torneys, realistically aspire to a “road less traveled”? 
Specifically, is there a way to enjoy the benefits of a 

solo international practice, while also providing the compe-
tence, synergy, and teamwork necessary to represent clients 
who do business abroad? 

I have practiced law more than a quarter-century (as a solo 
practitioner and corporate counsel) in both Hawaii and Wash-
ington. My membership in the international practice section 
(IPS) of both bars has been a primary source for information, 
legal updates, creative ideas, and best of all, friendships and 
networking, facilitating my less-traveled career path.

Learning the Ropes, Building Relationships
My first international litigation related to a telecommunica-
tions dispute between U.S. and Thai companies. An early pio-
neer of cable TV in King County, William Monson founded 
CTVC of Hawaii and Clearview International. Thai officials 
approached Monson in the mid-1980s about developing cable 
TV in Bangkok. He partnered with Thaksin Shinawatra, then 
an entrepreneur and officer in the Bangkok Police department. 

A few years into the relationship, a partnership dispute 
erupted. One of Monson’s attorneys commenced an initial 
lawsuit. Shinawatra’s lawyers brought a motion to dismiss on 
jurisdictional grounds. I was one of the attorneys represent-
ing Monson.

After a protracted jurisdictional battle, Monson’s case was 
dismissed in 1994. Shinawatra was appointed foreign minis-
ter of Thailand in December 1994. In 1996, Division I of the 
Washington Court of Appeals ruled that Washington did 

not have personal jurisdiction over Shinawatra or his com-
panies (see CTVC of Hawaii, Ltd v. Shinawatra, 82 Wn. App. 
699 (1996)). Monson filed lawsuits in Thailand through Thai 
counsel. I became in-house counsel for Monson’s companies 
in Honolulu, traveling frequently to Bangkok to manage the 
litigation against Shinawatra and his companies.

The  Shinawatra-Monson  cases heard in Bangkok courts 
were affected by the ever-changing political landscape in 
Thailand. In 2001, Shinawatra became prime minister of 
Thailand, serving until 2006, when he was removed by a 
military coup. His  “immunity,” though not raised as a legal 
defense, was a political and practical reality. Shinawatra vig-
orously opposed jurisdiction in Washington state. On the 
other hand, Monson faced overwhelming odds in seeking a 
fair trial in Thai courts.

The Shinawatra matter provided me with a tutorial on the 
challenges of jurisdiction in disputes involving cross-border 
transactions and a deep appreciation for the need for interna-
tional forums to resolve them. 

Developing Distinction/Expertise 
A few key practice tips for developing a successful solo inter-
national legal practice are to develop your areas of expertise, 
build your reputation, and leverage the expertise of other 
practitioners — for which the IPS provides a great forum.

If you represent a Washington business in an international 
transaction, do not leave jurisdiction to chance. Ditto with 
arranging a dispute resolution mechanism (e.g., arbitration) 
and agreeing on other jurisdictional issues (e.g., choice of law, 

Two children helped by Lightshine, an organization cofounded by Paul Eklund to provide 
education for Peruvian orphans. Photo by Paul Eklund.
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About the WSbA 
InternAtIonAl PrActIce 
SectIon

The International Practice Sec-
tion, founded in 1984, has a broad 
focus on international law, cus-
tom, and practice, and includes 
members who focus on interna-
tional transactions, litigation, 
immigration, labor and employ-
ment, export control, regulatory 
compliance, tax, foreign invest-
ment, intellectual property, for-
eign aid, and public interest. Our 
members include practitioners at 
large, medium, and small firms, 
in-house counsel, and counsel 
at various government agencies 
and nonprofit organizations, as 
well as foreign lawyers, profes-
sors, internationally-focused law 
students, and those intellectually 
interested in international law 
and custom. Member benefits 
include monthly mini-CLEs at 
no cost to members, resources 
on our Section blog, the Global 
Gavel, an annual reception for 
both foreign lawyers and law 
students interested in interna-
tional law, and other events. For 
more information, go to www. 
globalgavelnews.org.

attorneys’ fees). Jurisdictional disputes 
are fact-laden, expensive, and risky — 
agreeing to jurisdiction up front (when 
you are cooperatively negotiating a 
contract) is far preferable to litigat-
ing those issues once a dispute has 
arisen. Remember: if your client files a 
case and loses a long-arm jurisdiction 
dispute, they may potentially be liable 
to pay not only your fees, but also the 
fees of the opposing counsel.

Of course, you can’t be an expert in 
every facet of international law. If forg-
ing your own path in international law, 
the WSBA and IPS provide excellent 
resources for research and network-
ing. For example, in 2010, the WSBA 
published Doing Business in Wash-
ington: A Guide for Foreign Business 
and Investment. This comprehensive 
manual offers 27 chapters of tips from 
Washington practitioners on a host of 
essential issues.

Networking/Friendships
I have come to expect serendipity in my 
law practice. While luck is not a substi-
tute for hard work, they seem to travel 
together. Once, a WSBA colleague in-
troduced me to a Seattle client who was 
seeking assistance with a joint venture 
which contemplated an Italian partner. 
I lacked the requisite skills in Italian, 
but the potential client offered to retain 
me if I could speak enough Italian to 
be courteous. I studied Italian many 
weeks, journeying to Bologna for an 
initial meeting with Italian counsel. 

Around that time, I was also doing 
legal work for former Washington gov-
ernor Albert Rosellini. We went to one 
of his favorite Italian restaurants in Se-
attle and I ordered in Italian, convers-
ing with the waiter. As a result, the gov-
ernor retained me to assist his clients in 
an international project. I also received 
a referral from a WSBA colleague ask-
ing if, while I was in Europe, I could help 
facilitate a private adoption in Romania 
and courier supplies to orphans. After 
facilitating adoptions from Romania, I 
was later able to assist in the placement 
of children from Russia and China. My 
WSBA colleagues have often played a 
key role in my less-traveled path.

Giving Back and Mentoring
Facilitating adoptions opened my eyes 
to the needs of orphans. Ten years 

ago, I took a sabbatical to 
teach reading to kids near 
Managua. Later, while representing 
clients with business interests in Peru, 
I helped found an organization, Light-
shine, which has assisted in the devel-
opment of orphanages in Arequipa and 
Trujillo, Peru. Since 2006, more than 
100 abandoned or abused kids from 
indigenous backgrounds have found 
safe homes with a family atmosphere. 
A few have taken a less-traveled path 
of their own, leading to college.

In the past decade, about a third 
of my time has been invested in giv-
ing hope, education, and a new life 
to abandoned and abused children in 
Peru. Recently, Lightshine partnered 
with Seattle University to provide 
water purification to remote villages 
in Peru with a high incidence of child 
mortality caused by water-borne para-
sites. 

Last year, I accepted an invitation 
from the IPS to mentor a Peruvian at-
torney who was studying at the UW as 
a Fulbright scholar, Gidget Valdivia. 
Gidget has returned to Peru. Raised in 
Arequipa, she has already visited our 
kids and assisted us in providing edu-
cation for several. More serendipity! 

I have no regrets for taking the path 
less traveled. Thanks for walking with me 
and helping me along the way, IPS! NWL

Licensed in Hawaii and Wash-
ington, Paul Eklund’s practice 
focuses on ADR, international and 
jurisdictional disputes, business 
and employment litigation, and 
representing elderly clients and 
homeless children through orphan-
ages in Peru. A Winthrop resident, 
Eklund has a part-time practice in 
Wenatchee and Federal Way.  He 
may be reached at 206-459-4482.

AnnuAl recePtIon 
for foreIgn lAWyerS 
And lAW StudentS
tueS., nov. 18
To learn more about the 
IPS, join us at our annual 
Reception for Foreign 
Lawyers and Law Students. 
RSVP by Nov. 10 at http://
globalgavelnews.org. 

WHEN: Nov. 18, 2014; 
5:30–8:30 p.m.
WHERE: Davis Wright 
Tremaine, 1201 Third Ave, 
#2200, Seattle, WA
COST: $40; free for IPS 
Section members

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=47&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.globalgavelnews.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=47&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.globalgavelnews.org
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NWLawyer   |   NOV 201448

A Side of Sidebar
What’s happening online at NWSidebar, the blog for Washington’s legal community [nwsidebar.wsba.org]

ONLINE

Windows XP: After the Funeral
http://nwsidebar.wsba.org/2014/05/13/windows-

xp-after-the-funeral
On April 8, Microsoft stopped supporting Windows 

XP, a favorite operating system for many. Learn what 
this means and what steps you should take if you’re 

still relying on Windows XP. 

http://bit.ly/SidebarSubmit 
Add your voice to NWSidebar! Whether you 
maintain your own legal blog or have never written 
a blog post, we welcome submissions from all 
members of the legal community.

Courthouse Dogs Enhance 
the Fact-Finding Process
http://bit.ly/courthousefacilitydogs
How courthouse facility dogs provide emotional support 
to victims and witnesses during the investigation and 
prosecution of crimes and other stressful legal proceedings.

Highlights of the 2014 WSBA Annual 
Awards Dinner

http://bit.ly/2014wsbaawards 

See a photo slideshow, 
watch videos and learn 

more about the 2014 
recipients of the WSBA 

Annual Awards.

Bloggers Wanted! 

The Paperless 
Party: Benefits of 

a Lighter Load
http://bit.ly/

paperlessparty

In this two-part series, 
Charity Anastasio of 
the WSBA Law Office 

Management Assistance 
Program explores the pain 

points of going paperless — 
and why it’s worth it.

What Was Wrong 
with My Trial Game

http://bit.ly/trialgame 

New lawyers candidly share
their hard-earned 
trial lessons.

Read 
Washington 

Supreme Court 
Opinions 

on Lawyer 
Discipline 

Online
http://bit.ly/wsbadiscipline 

Are you interested in reading Supreme Court opinions 
on lawyer discipline? The Supreme Court issues written 

opinions in disciplinary cases it considers. Learn where to 
find them.

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=48&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fpaperlessparty
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=48&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fpaperlessparty
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=48&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fnwsidebar.wsba.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=48&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FSidebarSubmit
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=48&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fcourthousefacilitydogs
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=48&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2014wsbaawards
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=48&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Ftrialgame
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=48&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fwsbadiscipline
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WSBA BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS MEETING

Sept. 18–19, 2014, Seattle

by Michael Heatherly

A t its September regular 
meeting held Sept. 18 
and 19, 2014, in Seattle, 
the WSBA Board of Gov-

ernors approved the 2015 budget, set 
license fees for 2016–17, continued work 
on a response to proposed changes in 
WSBA governance, and debated a pro-
posed new bar association logo.

Budget and License Fees
The Board approved the WSBA bud-
get for FY2015 and set the license fee 
for active members at $385 for 2016 
and 2017, a $60 increase from the cur-
rent fee, which has been unchanged 
since the 2012 member referendum. 
The new fee is equivalent to the fee 
charged in 2005–06.

Outgoing Treasurer Brian Kelly de-
scribed the fee increase as the fiscally 
responsible thing to do, as the WSBA’s 
reserve funds would be depleted within 
the next few years at current spending 
levels. WSBA Chief Operations Offi-
cer Ann Holmes noted the significant 
spending cuts and program changes 
made in the wake of the member refer-
endum, observing that, even with the 
increase, the fee will be lower than that 
of most other Western states manda-
tory bar associations. The 2015 bud-
get is based on expected expenses of 
$17,904,053, supported by revenues of 
$14,757,180 and $3.1 million to be spent 
from reserves. A pie chart illustrating 
how each $1 of license fee revenue will 
be spent in FY2015 showed that the larg-
est area of expense is for discipline and 
disability systems ($0.42), followed by 
organization and infrastructure ($0.14), 
and engagement and outreach ($0.13).

Governance
The Board continued work on its planned 
response to a task force report released 
in April that recommends significant 
changes to the WSBA’s governance 
structure and procedures. Discussion of 
the proposals is scheduled to continue 
through summer of 2015, after which the 
Board will submit a formal response to 

the task force report, which the Supreme 
Court could consider in deciding what 
action to take on the task force recom-
mendations. At the September meeting, 
the Board discussed four task force rec-
ommendations that involve clarifying 
the duties of the Board of Governors, 
changing the name of the bar associa-
tion and board, governance training for 
new Board members, and focusing the 
Board agenda on strategic goals.

The Board voted in favor of a state-
ment agreeing with a task force proposal 

speak on behalf of the members.”
The task force recommended to 

change the name of the bar to the “State 
Bar of Washington.” After some discus-
sion of this issue, the Board voted to 
recommend the name the “Washington 
State Bar.” This change is perceived to 
clarify that the Bar is not a trade associa-
tion and to avoid antitrust implications 
that have ensnared other professional 
organizations. The Board voted to op-
pose the task force’s recommendation to 
change the name of the Board of Gover-

OnBoard

1. WSBA Diversity Specialist Robin Nussbaum, Gov. James Armstrong, and Diversity Program Manager Joy 
Williams present the Diversity and Inclusion Plan Annual Report. 2. WSBA Digital Content/Post Production 
Lead Whitney Kleinick and Webcast Production Manager Michael Jorgensen report on WSBA’s new money-
saving audio/video broadcast platform. 3. Gov. Elijah Forde discusses an issue; Governors Keith Black and 
Jill Karny are at right. 4. Gov. Phil Brady (far right) weighs in on WSBA’s branding platform and logo devel-
opment, while Governors Gerald Moberg (center) and Daniel Ford (left) observe. Photos by Todd Timmcke.

to clarify the Board’s duties as defined in 
the WSBA bylaws. But the Board’s state-
ment emphasized that while the board 
has an “overarching” responsibility to 
protect the public and the justice sys-
tem — a point stressed in the task force 
report — it also remains a representative 
body of the WSBA membership. The ap-
proved language includes the statement 
that “the Board is the voice of lawyers 
in this state and has an obligation when 
governing to listen to the members, 
communicate with the members and 

nors to the Board of Trustees.
Meanwhile, the Board commented 

favorably but took no official action on a 
task force recommendation for the Board 
to provide training to new governors, 
adopt practices that help define the re-
spective roles of the Board and WSBA 
staff, and provide opportunities for self-
reflection and self-improvement. Simi-
larly, Board members voiced no objection 
to a task force recommendation that the 
Board focus its work on strategic goals 
rather than administrative issues, a prac-

4
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3
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C A M P A I G N  for

   It’s not just for those
who can afford it.

Justice

Civil legal aid helps ensure that the law works for everyone in our state. 
Support civil legal aid at www.c4ej.org.

tice the Board has already adopted.

WSBA Logo
The Board discussed but voted not to 
adopt a recommended new logo for 
use in WSBA branding. The proposed 
new logo, which includes a stylized 
shield-shaped feature in addition to 
the Bar’s name, was designed by an 
outside firm and introduced as part of 
a WSBA brand strategy platform pre-
viously adopted by the Board.

While some Board members sup-
ported the recommended new logo, 
others voiced concern that it was less 
appropriate than the current more 
authoritative-looking seal, especially 
for the Bar’s regulatory functions.

The Board voted down motions to 
adopt the proposed new logo outright 
or to use it in conjunction with the ex-
isting seal. However, Board members 
indicated that discussion of the pro-
posal will continue and the issue may 

be revisited.

In other business, the Board:

•  Heard a first reading of proposed 
amendments to the lawyer Rules of 
Professional Conduct (RPCs) and 
Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Con-
duct (ELCs) to cover issues involved 
in the newly implemented Limited 
License Legal Technician program.

  The suggested new RPCs would 
“seek to recognize, encourage, and le-
gitimize the association and interplay 
of LLLTs and lawyers together in the 
marketplace and in the legal profes-
sion,” according to a report from the 
LLLT Board. Among other topics, the 
proposed amended rules would speci-
fy lawyers’ ethical obligations in rela-
tion to LLLTs working in their offices 
or otherwise under their supervision. 
Meanwhile, the proposed new ELCs 
provide rules for establishment and 
handling of IOLTA accounts for funds 
belonging to clients of LLLTs.

•  Voted to extend the charter for the 
Local Rules Task Force to December 
31, 2017. The current charter for the 
task force, created in 2007, expires at 
the end of 2014. The task force asked 
that the charter be extended through 
2017 for the group to continue exist-
ing projects including working with 
all Washington counties to clarify, 
improve and possibly eliminate local 
rules, recommend procedures for lo-
cal rule adoption, and develop a state-
wide local rule oversight system.

•  Voted to extend for one year the char-
ter for the year-old Future of the Pro-
fession Workgroup and approve new 
appointments to its membership. The 
group will continue work on items 
identified in its initial report, which 
focused on the challenges faced by 
lawyers in providing affordable legal 
services and encouraged innovative 
changes in the profession to better 
meet the public need.

•  Voted to approve the annual report 
and a set of recommendations by the 
WSBA Committee on Mission Per-
formance and Review. The commit-
tee assists the Board in directing the 
work of the WSBA’s committees and 

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=50&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.c4ej.org
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ADMINISTRATIVE LAW

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
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ANIMAL LAW

ANTITRUST, CONSUMER 
PROTECTION AND UNFAIR 

BUSINESS PRACTICES

BUSINESS LAW

CIVIL RIGHTS LAW

CONSTRUCTION LAW

CORPORATE COUNSEL

CREDITOR DEBTOR RIGHTS

CRIMINAL LAW

ELDER LAW
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LAND USE LAW

FAMILY LAW

HEALTH LAW

INDIAN LAW

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE

JUVENILE LAW
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LAW
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MILITARY PERSONNEL
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AND TRANSGENDER (LGBT)

LAW

LITIGATION

LOW BONO

REAL PROPERTY, PROBATE 
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SENIOR LAWYERS
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PRACTICE
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WORLD PEACE THROUGH 
LAW 

Membership 
year began 
October 1.

Law students 
can join any 
section for 
$17.75.

Newly 
admitted 
attorneys 
can join one 
section for free 
during their 
first year.

It’s easy to join 
online! 

sections@wsba.org • www.wsba.org/legal-community/sections

WSBA Sections

Connect with others in your 
area of the law.

Join a WSBA 
Section Today!

Why join a section?
Membership in one or 

more of the WSBA’s 
sections provides a forum 
for members who wish to 

explore and strengthen 
their interest in various 

areas of the law. 

Who can join?
Any active WSBA member 

can join. 

What are the benefits?
Professional networking

Resources and referrals

Leadership opportunities

Being “in the know”

Advancing your career

Affecting change in your 
practice area

Skill development in 
involvement with programs 
and the legislative process

Sense of community 
among peers

Is there a section that 
meets my interest?

With 28 practice sections, 
you’ll find at least one that 

aligns with your practice 
area and/or interest. 

Learn more about 
any section at 
www.wsba.org/
legal-community/
sections.

boards by annually reviewing their 
purpose, performance and relevance 
to the WSBA’s strategic goals. In ad-
dition to specific recommendations 
regarding certain individual com-
mittees, the recommendations direct 
all committees to focus their efforts 
on supporting the WSBA’s strategic 
goals and promoting professional-
ism, diversity and recruitment of new 
committee members and leadership. 

•  Selected and prioritized five general 
topics to explore further and consid-
er action on during the coming year. 
After discussing numerous topics, 
the Board voted to emphasize the 
following, in order:

1)  The WSBA CLE program.
2)  WSBA diversity efforts and 

support.
3) WSBA’s role regarding young 

lawyers.
4) WSBA’s proper place in support-

ing adequate funding of the court 
system.

5) WSBA involvement with the law 
schools and other law-related 
education.

•  Watched a demonstration of a 
streamlined, mobile-device-friendly 
web interface and audio/video plat-
form for presentation of online WSBA 
CLE programming. The new format 
also simplifies ordering and access-
ing CLE seminars and materials.

•  Received the Diversity and Inclusion 
Plan Annual Report, which recapped 
the Bar’s diversity efforts for the year 
and provided demographic informa-
tion on Bar staff and membership. 
For example, a chart shows that 29 
percent of WSBA staff are people 
of color, while 71 percent are white 
(non-Hispanic or Latino), both figures 
matching the percentages for the state 
population in general. Meanwhile, 69 
percent of WSBA staff are female and 
31 percent male, compared to the 50-
50 split among all citizens.

•  Heard the annual report from the 
Legal Foundation of Washington 
(LFW) and Legal Aid for Washing-
ton Fund (LAW Fund). Among the 
fundraising organization’s high-

lights for the year (2013) were a 
record-setting $1,573,919 raised 
through the Campaign for Equal 
Justice, a 54 percent increase from 
2012, and the Endowment for Equal 
Justice reaching its initial goal of 
$10 million, thanks to $3.09 million 
being added in 2013. NWL

Michael Heatherly is the editor 
of  NWLawyer. For more informa-
tion on the Board of Governors and 
Board meetings, see www.wsba.
org/bog. To provide feedback to 
the Board of Governors, email 
 governance @wsba.org.
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A
Abdi, Soroosh, Mill Creek
Abebe, Serawit Eshetu, 

Shoreline
Acuario, Eric Duro, Las Vegas, 

NV
Adams, Heidi Karen, Union
Addams, Michael Robert, 

Spokane
Ainsley, Alexander Leonidas, 

Spokane
Ajema, Daniel Negash, Seattle
Alexander, Nicholas Adam, 

Salem, OR
Alioto, Frank Edward, Redmond
Allen, Jeffrey Michael, Puyallup
Almeida, MaryAnn Tatiana, 

Chicago, IL
Altman, Joan, Olympia
Amiri, Ciavash, Woodinville
Anderson, Robert John, 

Moscow, ID
Anderson, Timothy Wendell, 

Yakima
Anderson, Kiley Jordan, 

Spokane
Anderson, Erin Margaret, 

Lynnwood
Andersson, Hans, Seattle
Antemie, Simona Delia, 

Kenmore
Aoki, Mai, Portland, OR
Ashley, Laura Joy, Kennewick
Aslagson, Bonnie Lee, Seattle
Aulakh, Arpan Kaur, Spokane

B
Badgley, Sean James, Seattle
Bahador, Abtin, Seattle
Baier, Laura Elizabeth, Downers 

Grove, IL
Baird, Caitlin Marie, Seattle
Baker, Caitlin Elizabeth, 

Greenville, SC
Baker, Ryan James, Clyde Hill
Balcita, JohnCarlo Aspiras, 

Carson, CA
Baldini, Alessandra, 

Binghamton, NY
Barker, Alexandra Jean, Duvall
Barker, James Phillip, Seattle
Barlow, John, Seattle
Barton, Tanya Lee, Spokane
Becker, Adam Rocford, 

Moscow, ID
Beges, Nicole Lea, Seattle
Bennett Marshall, Kyla Serene, 

Issaquah
Bergen, Britney Kristen, 

Redmond
Berger, David John, Longview
Bergerud, Margret, Bremerton
Berkoff-Cane, Zachary James, 

Spokane
Bersch, Michael G., Ferndale
Bevier, Trevor Ryan, Ephrata
Bickerton, Tyler Craig, Sparks, 

NV
Binnie, Lani Colleen, 

Jacksonville, FL
Bittner, Ashley Brianna, 

Spokane
Blankenship, James R., 

Spokane
Blevins, Ethan, Buda, TX
Blohowiak, Benjamin John, 

Spokane
Bogdanowicz, Clare Elizabeth, 

FPO, AP
Bor, Stephen, Seattle
Bosland, David, Mercer Island
Bouchtia, Nacim, Washington, 

DC
Bouquet, Bert Emery, Seattle
Boussias, Rocky John, Astoria, 

NY
Bowman, Brenna Colette, 

Seattle
Brady, Ryan Joseph, Seattle
Bravo, Manuel Oswaldo, 

Philadelphia, PA
Bray, David Thomas, Renton
Bretschneider, Karen Misa, 

Seattle
Briggs, Craig Alan, Kennewick
Brooks, Jacob Earl, Portland, 

OR
Brotherton, Joseph Edwin, 

Seattle
Brown, Samantha Jean, 

Belvidere, IL
Brown, Evan Antone, Seattle
Browning, Christopher Corwin, 

Mountlake Terrace
Bruce, Clairissa Terese, Moses 

Lake
Bruen, Katrina Tasya, Seattle
Bryant, Christopher, Everett
Buljubasic, Denisa, Spokane
Bundy, Thomas Michael, 

Fontana, CA
Burnham, Margaret Ann, 

Seattle
Burns, Colleen Erin, Scottsdale, 

AZ
Busby, Ryan Michael, Newberg, 

OR
Butcher, Thomas Randolph, 

Sammamish

C
Cadagan, John Douglas, 

Spokane
Caggiano, Alexandra Brett, 

Seattle
Callahan, Shaun, Edmonds
Campbell, Sara Jane, Bothell
Campbell, Brandon Charles, 

Ridgefield
Campbell, Brent David, Seattle
Canterbury, Morgan, Vashon
Carley, Thomas Floyd, Spokane
Carlson, Nicholas, Seattle
Carson, David, Renton
Caruso, Julie Christina, Spokane
Celis, Pedro, Redmond
Chan, Esther, Seattle
Chaudhry, Iasha, Burnaby, BC
Chen, Jo-yu, Portland, OR
Chen, Jennie, Ladera Ranch, CA

Cheng, Amy Tien-I, Seattle
Cherry, Michael John, Bellevue
Cheung, Preston Michael, 

Redmond
Chinn, Philip Andrew, Kent
Choi, Justin, Seattle
Christian, Jamar, Shoreline
Cicero, Michael R., Seattle
Clackley, Jeffery Shane, 

Woodinville
Clare, Lynn, Vashon
Clark, Walker, Portland, OR
Clark, Jazmyn, Spokane
Clinton, Evan, Seattle
Clodfelter, Peter, Seattle
Cobb, Callan Joy, Seattle
Collins, Jonathan, Seattle
Collins, Courtney, Anchorage, 

AK
Conitz, Abra Jean, Fircrest
Conner, Matthew James, 

Renton
Conrad, Mark Russell, Seattle
Cook, Heather C., Seattle
Cook, Jillian, ID
Coombs, David Roderick, 

Seattle
Cooney, Meredith, Des Moines, 

IA
Cooper, Robert Earl, Friday 

Harbor
Coopwood, Sara Elizabeth, 

Dallas, TX
Coronado-Perez, Jessica Lynn, 

Everett
Cosgrove, Rory Drew, Seattle
Costello, Cody, Olympia
Cotter, Maureen Elizabeth, 

Orange, CA
Craig, Amanda, Seattle
Cress, Caroline Elizabeth, 

Seattle
Crider, Amy B., Kennewick
Crollard, Jonah Mentzer, Seattle
Cronin, Christopher Joseph, 

Orlando, FL
Cuellar, Lucas Alejandro, 

Seattle
Cueva, Gustavo A., Tacoma
Cummings, Patrick Canning, 

Fairfax, VA
Cunningham, Charlotte Olivia, 

San Francisco, CA
Curtis, Rachael Alyssa, 

Spokane
Czajkowski, Claire, Portland, 

OR

D
Dai, Yue, Issaquah
Dal Porto, Dessa Marie, Seattle
Dang, Peter T., Redmond
Danielson, Kyler Marie, Kirkland
Dart, Samuel James, Spokane
Davies-Lazarte, Alexandra 

Denise, Allentown, PA
Davison, Zachary, Seattle
Dayani, Andre, Topanga, CA
Daylong, Amanda Dawn, 

Seattle
DeLeon, Nicole, Seattle

Dean, Hayley, Spokane
DeBeaumont, Brent Dean, 

Washington, DC
DeBow-Garcia, Emily Anna, 

Seattle
DeFazio, Joel David, Bremerton
DeJarnatt, Dashiell Haviland, 

Lake Forest Park
DeLong, Arthur David, Tacoma
Dennehy, Quinn Ryan, Seattle
Denning, Tabbatha Sue, 

Spanaway
DePaolis, Celia Maria, 

Kingsville, TX
Dewhirst, David Morgan 

Steven, Fredericksburg, VA
Diggs, Keith Everett, Vienna, VA
Dillon, Kenya Rose, Snoqualmie
Dimmitt Gnam, Alyson Leigh, 

Whitefish, MT
Dixon, Matthew, Bonney Lake
Dolan, Peter B., Spokane
Donahue, Laura Catherine, 

Spokane
Donahue, Charles Patrick, 

Spokane
Dorsett, Michelle Renee, 

Prosser
Douglas, Brady David, Seattle
Dowd, Brittany Nicole, Spokane
Doyle, Brian Christopher, 

Richland
Drenguis, Dustin Dakota, 

Seattle
Duarte, Marie, Coral Springs, FL
Duncan, Margaret Anne, 

Seattle
Dyer, Ryan Joseph Peterson, 

Seattle

E
Eaquinto, Sarah Beth Yohay, 

Fayetteville, NC
Eckstrom, Melissa Dawn, 

Mukilteo
Edwards, Daniel, Shoreline
Edwards, Arthur Michael, 

Seattle
Egolf, Alexis Marie, Olympia
Eilert, Nathan Samuel, Topeka, 

KS
Eisenhardt, Eric James, 

Portland, OR
Eldred, Jesse, Lake Stevens
Elenbaas, Hunter J., Seattle
England, JJ, Portland, OR
Epley, Brian, Seattle
Evans, Alexandra Jean, 

Snoqualmie
Evans, Rhodri Llwyd, Seattle
Ewing, Lee Lockwood, Eugene, 

OR

F
Faghihi-Naraghi, Homan, West 

Vancouver, BC
Falcon, Linda, Seattle
Fanelli, Matthew Scott, Eugene, 

OR
Fathali, Heather Ann, 

Bellingham
Fender, Amie, Tualatin, OR
Fenton-Robertson, Cody 

Cortez, Seattle
Ferreira, Jessica Andrea, 

Seattle
Finkral, Lisa, Seattle
Fisher, Leilani Nicole, Orem, UT
Fisher, Kendall Ryan, Odessa
Fisk, Nina Karen, Columbus, MS
Fitzharris, Colleen Pechman, 

Ann Arbor, MI
Flett, Jessica Anne, Wellpinit
Flick, Benjamin, Cashmere
Florea, Roxana Adriana, 

Bellevue
Forbes, Michael Scott, Seattle
Forsyth, Caitlin, Seattle
Fraley, Clarissa Marie, West 

Richland
Franzen, Nicholas Scott, 

Seattle
FreitasPeres, Isabel, Urbana, IL
Fritz, Alyssa Marie, Brier
Fuller, Nicholas Jennings, 

Seattle
Fuller, Evan Thomas, Seattle
Fyall, Christopher Andrew, 

Seattle

G
Gainey, Nicole Gabrielle, 

Seattle
Gallagher, Kyle Winton, Tacoma
Gano, Kelli Katherine, Seattle
Gardner, Sharron Ann, Bellevue
Garrett, Britaney R., Seattle
Garrity, Christina Marie, Seattle
Garrott, Sarah Allarie, Eugene, 

OR
Gatten, Cullen Randall, 

Spokane
Gebreab, Christina Araya, 

Seattle
Gentry, Megan Marie, Seattle
George, Margaret Antonia, Kent
George, Phillip Ray, Seattle
Gertz, Glenda, Snohomish
Gess, BrittaLisa Emily, Saint 

Paul, MN
Gibbs-Ruby, Magdalena, 

Seattle
Glenn, Scottland Paul, Shelton
Globa, Denis, Auburn
Gomez Olmedo, Francisco Jose, 

Seattle
Gong, Jeanie, Seattle
Gonzalez, Tony, Canoga Park, 

CA
Goodman, Jeremy David, 

Matthews, NC
Goodrich, Johanna Amelia, Salt 

Lake City, UT
Goodrich, Daniel Mark, Tacoma
Gordon, Cornelia Julianna 

Boleyn, San Diego, CA
Gourley-Paterson, Kendall 

Christine, Vancouver
Goyette, Kayla Farrell, Spokane
Graham, Matthew A., Spokane
Grass, Paul Joseph, Snohomish

Of the 886 candidates who took the July 2014 bar exam, 685 candidates passed 
the exam. The full pass list is below.

2014 Summer Bar 
Exam Pass List
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Graves, James Talmadge, 
Williamsburg, VA

Gross, Nicholas David, Seattle
Gustine, Nicole, Seattle
Guy, Anna Catherine, Seattle

H
Haas, Shelly Ann, Fairfield
Hahn, William Geoffrey, Des 

Moines
Halbert, Dana Beth, Seattle
Hall, Katie Kay, Lake Forest 

Park
Hallstrom, Jordann Marie, 

Redmond
Hammond, Kaylon Elizabeth, 

Fresno, CA
Han, Timothy Hyun Woo, Los 

Angeles, CA
Hanna, Melissa Mae, Spokane
Hanson, Jared Richard, 

Moscow, ID
Hardy, Paige Elizabeth, Seattle
Hardy, Joshua, Bellingham
Hardy, Scott Patrick, Issaquah
Harkins, Daniel Alexander, 

Fircrest
Harmon, Laura Jean, Seattle
Harper, John William Brooks, 

Spokane
Harris, Lauren Ashley, Seattle
Harris, Jennifer, Las Vegas, NV
Harris, Leyna, Bremerton
Harris, Brittany Anne, Seattle
Harrison, Paul Anthony, Seattle
Hartwig, Kayleigh Amanda, 

Seattle
Haslach, Megan Rae, Seattle
Hathaway, Nicholas J., Seattle
Hawke, Whitney, Portland, OR
Hazen, Michael, Redmond
Head, Randy Carl, Spokane
Hebert, Erin Colleen, Seattle
Heindel, Chelsey Anne, 

Spokane
Hernandez, Yesica, Oakland, 

CA
Herrero, Pilar, Seattle
Hess, Michelle Lynn, Spokane
Hickok, Emelia Martini, Tacoma
Hill, Laura Christine, Edmonds
Hines, Keith Aguero, Silverdale
Hinman, Joshua, Olympia
Hoang, Maily, Renton
Hogue, Christopher Michael, 

Spokane
Hohaia, Kia Alexander, Lacey
Hokanson, Stephen Pratt, Lake 

Tapps
Holert, Corey, Vashon
Holman, Abigail Leigh, Spokane
Holmes, Meredith Grace, 

Poulsbo
Honeycutt, Tonia, El Paso, TX
Horne, Joseph Mark, Jamaica 

Plain, MA
Houvener, John Dallas, 

Lynnwood
Howard, Josi, West Richland
Howlett, Brooke Elizabeth, 

Seattle

Hrachovec, Alicia Dawn, Seattle
Huerta, Anna Alicia, Renton
Hulst, Alysha Boysen, Gig 

Harbor
Hunter Roberts, Kimberly 

Michele, Seattle
Hyatt, Stephanie, Springfield, 

OR

I
Iverson, Jason Alexander, 

Seattle

J
Jackowski, Hannah Jo, Chicago, 

IL
Jacobs, Kristine Ann, Duvall
Jacobson, Brynn Nicole Harken, 

Seattle
Jefferies, Jennifer Ruth, Hood 

River, OR
Jeffers, Hunter Garfield, Seattle
Jette, Brett Michael, Seattle
Jewitt, Michael Keith, Seattle
Johnson, Julia Delaney, Largo, 

FL
Johnson, Julian, Lakewood
Johnson, Matthew David, 

Colfax
Johnson, Matthew Robert, 

Dayton
Johnson, Ryan Anthony, Seattle
Johnson, Derek Ray, Cando, ND
Johnston, Phillip Alexander, 

Albany, CA
Jones, Courtney Renee, Seattle
Jones, Alison Elizabeth, Seattle
Jones, Benjamin Shpall, 

Houston, TX
Jones, Reed Andrew, Seattle
Jones, Laurel Anne, Seattle
Jones, Tyler Lawrence, Seattle
Jozwick, Justin Maxwell, Seattle
Judd, Paul, Honolulu, HI

K
Kamish, Jessica Rae, Arlington, 

VA
Kanahele, Jeremy Keala, 

Honolulu, HI
Kang, Albert, Seattle
Kang, Leila, Brooklyn, NY
Kanyer, Elizabeth Ann, Seattle
Kavanagh, Kelley R., Tacoma
Kazemba, David Alan, 

Wenatchee
Kearns, Alexandra Noel, 

McMinnville, OR
Keene, Ryan, Tacoma
Kelley, Shasta Lea, Edgewood
Kelly, Jeanne Nicole, Olympia
Kelly, Matthew Ryan, Redmond
Kelly, Jacob Stuart, Seattle
Keme, Iga Fikayo, Madison, WI
Kempton, Jake Beaird, Seattle
Khaleghi, Sasha Kristina, 

Olympia
Kierce, Michelle Elizabeth, 

Seattle

Kim, Sung Mi, Bellevue
Kim, Joseph, Bellevue
King, Maurice S., Seattle
King, Laura Elise, Spokane
King, Andrew T., Seattle
Kirk, Bethany, Seattle
Klein, Evan Matthew, Olympia
Knieps, Kristi Danette, 

Sammamish
Koch, Erika Ashley, Seattle
Koo, Joo Young, Seattle
Kotkin, Rachel Danicha, 

Jacksonville, FL
Kudryn, Margaret Victoria, 

Seattle
Kupiec, Caroline Anne, Seattle
Kurtz, Ryan Peter, Battle 

Ground

L
Lai, David Christopher, Seattle
Lamari, Jennifer Lorraine, 

Spokane
Landstrom, Lindsay Erick, 

Eugene, OR
Larsen, Christopher Ellis, 

Seattle
Larson, Annamarie Christel, 

Auburn
Larson, Rachelle Jean, Spokane 

Valley
Law, David Robert, East 

Wenatchee
Leahy, Brice Carolyn, Tacoma
Lee, Heather Rachel, Portland, 

OR
Lee, Timothy, Seattle
Lee, Kimberly May, Seattle
Lee, Kyounghwa, Portland, OR
Lee, Raymond, Seattle
Leemon, Elizabeth Sarah, 

Seattle
Lehman, Robert Alexander, 

Spokane
Lenzmeier, Joseph Kent, 

Seattle
LeVezu, Alicia Marie, Vancouver
Levine, Robb Daniel, Renton
Levy, Adam Edward, Burien
Lewis, Rachel Athena, Des 

Moines
Lieske, Jenna Nichole, Kenmore
Lin, Frank, Tumwater
Lindquist, Molly, Brier
Lindsay, Ilona Abigail, Lincoln, 

NE
Liu, Stephanie S., Seattle
Lloyd, Stanley Langford, South 

Jordan, UT
Locklear, Constance 

MacAlpine, Springfield, OR
Lohr, Katelynn Christine, 

Seattle
Lotstein, Kendra, Moscow, ID
Louie, Andrea King-Lock, 

Tacoma
Lowe, Brittany Allison, Kirkland
Lowery, McKenzie, Bonney 

Lake
Lynch, Keegan Thomas, 

Spokane

M
MacCanon, Justin Michael, 

Seattle
Mace, Hillary Dione, Lake 

Stevens
Madderra, Michael James, 

Seattle
Madtson, Jon, Seattle
Magnabosco, Jeremy, Mukilteo
Maistry, Ra’eesah, Elk Grove, 

CA
Manhas, Robert Ranvir Singh, 

Snohomish
Manlove, Kari Elizabeth, Seattle
Marchbanks, Elijah Timothy, 

Spokane
Markosova, Kristina, Seattle
Maroney, Andrea Lynn, Santa 

Cruz, CA
Marshall, Bonnie Jean, Buckley
Marshall, Jessica Marie, 

Kenmore
Marshall, Claire, Brighton, MA
Martin, John Robert, Seattle
Martin, Anne Elise, Lake Forest 

Park
Martinez, Stephanie, Seattle
Martucci, Michael Jude, 

Bellingham
Masich, Molly, Pittsburgh, PA
Masill, Keith Justin, Seattle
Mattes, John Patrick, Spokane
Mattox, Gregory Thomas, 

Bellevue
Maturana, Camila, Seattle
McCallum, Mary Joyce, 

Mukilteo
McCausland, Hannah Icel, Lake 

Oswego, OR
McClain, Michael, Spokane
McClelland, Lena Bess, 

Kingston
McClure, Kevin Brent, Spokane
McCoy, Senecal Maura, Seattle
McDonald, Sean William, Las 

Vegas, NV
McElrath, Lenza Hamilton, 

Seattle
McGhie, Jakob Daniel, Spokane
McKee, Shayla Marie, Richland
McKenzie, Allen Robert, Seattle
McNeill, Kathryn Marie, Yakima
McWilliams, Sierra Marie, 

Seattle
Mead, Katherine Marie, Seattle
Medhin, Heran, Washington, DC
Mellen, Daniel Alexander, 

Seattle
Men, Hansi, Harrison, NJ
Mendoza, Elizabeth, Union Gap
Merrill, Jacquelyn Alyse, 

Charlottesville, VA
Mery, Noah, Fairbanks, AK
Meserve, Kevin Charles, 

Olympia
Meyer, Scott, Seattle
Mikhaiel, Emily, Portland, OR
Miller, Sheri Marie, Walla Walla
Miller, Kiera Elizabeth Jordan, 

Tacoma

Miller, Courtney Jane, Spokane
Miller, Anne Cecilia, Seattle
Millikan, Jackson Eugene, 

Olympia
Milton, Patrisha Delaney, 

Vancouver
Mitchell, Jay, Seattle
Monez, Evan Jessica, Austin, TX
Montgomery, Alexander M., 

Seattle
Moore, Haley Elizabeth, 

Woodinville
Morfin, Edwardo, West 

Richland
Morgan, Andrew Joseph, 

Spokane Valley
Morgan, John Andersen, Seattle
Morris, Kali Anne, Tacoma
Morrison, Niki J., Seattle
Muir, Alexander John, Renton
Mullen, Anne Adams, Gig 

Harbor
Murata, Rachel Elizabeth, 

Seattle
Murray, Adam Patrick, Seattle
Myers, David Kenneth, Gig 

Harbor
 
N
Nand, Jenna Jotika, Seattle
Nelson, Michael John, 

Washington, DC
Nelson, Emily Crystal, Seattle
Nelson, Rochelle Yvonne, 

Seattle
Neralich, Dougal Tukten, 

Kirkland
Neumann, Karl, Bremerton
Nguyen, Nga, Arlington
Nguyen, Nga Thi Kieu, Burien
Nguyen, Tony, Seattle
Nitta, Bryson Keaokaalelewa, 

Ann Arbor, MI
Norden, Jenna Storm, 

Minneapolis, MN
Nordlinger, Samuel Robert, 

Largo, FL
Norris, Courtney Cherise, 

Spokane
Norsworthy, Marcie Lynn, 

Saratoga Springs, NY
Nunn, Cody Suzuko Miura, 

Seattle
Nystrom, Jamie Michael, 

Seattle

O
O’Brien, Jamie Lynn, Seattle
O’Neill, Erin Lee, Seattle
Ordonia, Marisa Christine, 

Seattle
Owens, Jeffrey Shea, Spokane
Owens, James Donald, Seattle

P
Pajitnov, Peter, Seattle
Palachuk, Geoffrey F., Spokane 

Valley
Parker, Sara, Seattle
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Parkman, Sarah Marie, 
Indianapolis, IN

Parks, Casey Joseph, Seattle
Patterson, Joseph Patrick, 

Seattle
PeBenito, Colleen, Seattle
Peach, Maggie Corbus, 

Bellingham
Pearl, Abigail-Ann Claudette, 

Seattle
Pearson, Cameron Jon, Kent
Pedeson, Bradley Wade, Lake 

Tapps
Pelletier, Lance Alan, Tacoma
Penar, Eric Raymond, Spokane
Perng, Yeu-Yan, Lynnwood
Pesicka, Ryan Matthew, 

Shoreline
Petorak, Lisa Ann, Tacoma
Pettigrew, Erin Maureen, 

Seattle
Phillabaum, Benjamin Donald, 

Spokane
Pilch, Christopher Robert 

Micaiah, Puyallup
Pitta, Viviana, Seattle
Pizarro, Daniel Eduardo, Burien
Podhora, Erik Anton, Brush 

Prairie
Poshusta, Dayne Alexys, 

Chicago, IL
Powell, Laura, Seattle
Powers, Megan Marie, Macon, 

GA
Powers, Laura J., Vancouver
Pratt, Caitlin Blair, Cambridge, 

MA
Preedy, Melia Alison, Seattle
Proper, Joshua Duane, Tucson, 

AZ
Pugsley, Andrew Daniel, 

Seattle

Q
Qerimi, Maggi Nafie, Seattle
Quarré, Jacqueline Constance, 

Mercer Island
Quecan, Andrew Felipe, Seattle
Quesada, Valerie Mae, Seattle
Quinn, Sean Joseph, Lynnwood
Quittner, Jonathan, Seattle

R
Radkey, Gavin Michael, Seattle
Ramirez, Jessica Rose, West 

Richland
Rayburn, Megan, Auburn
Rekofke, Kyle, Seattle
Ressler, Sophia Nicklason, New 

York, NY
Reynoldson, Conrad, Seattle
Richards, Kristi Lee, Seattle
Richards, Eryne, Seattle
Richards, Daniel Lee, Seattle
Richardson, Derek, Redmond
Roach, Kaitlin Maureen, 

Spokane
Robert, Michelle Joyce, 

Washington, DC
Roberts, Bethany Christine, 

Seattle
Roberts, Sean Maxwell, 

Charlottesville, VA
Robertson, Blake Alan, 

Spokane
Robinson, Michael S., 

Bethesda, MD
Robinson, Mathias Lee, DeWitt, 

IA
Roddy, Sean Reagan, 

Pittsburgh, PA
Rodenbach, Steven, Seattle
Rodriguez Currie, Kelli, Seattle
Rollolazo, Reyna Farinas, 

Seattle
Romans, Dana Charles, 

Centralia
Rosenthal, Gregory, Seattle
Roseta, Kasha Nicole, Seattle
Rothermel, Ryan, Valparaiso, 

IN
Royse, Michael James, Renton
Rudnicki, Karen Chana, 

Goldens Bridge, NY
Rudolf, Peter Christopher, 

Seattle
Rush, Amber Marie, Spokane
Ryon, Rachel Elise, Seattle

S
Saka, Robert Paul Olajide, 

Seattle
Sand, Robin Khou, Tacoma
Sanders, Cheyenne Amanda, 

Kirkland
Sandstrom, Carl Alexander, 

Bainbridge Island
Sargeant, Brooke Lowry, 

Seattle
Sauve, Taylor Jay, Sumner
Savage, Jenna Nicole, 

Lakewood
Scharer, Karleen Joy, Federal 

Way
Schill, Gary Lamar, Seattle
Schmitt, Amanda Michelle, 

Castle Rock, CO
Scholes, Amanda Chay, 

Spokane
Schroeder, Anne Kathleen, 

Spokane
Schueler, Michael A., 

Sammamish
Schwartz, Maxwell, North 

Oaks, MN
Scobey, Annalise Hazebrouck, 

Bellingham
Scovel, Joseph Ryan, Bellevue
Scow, Daniel Golden, 

Henderson, NV
Seabright, Katherine Ahn, 

Seattle
Sealey, Stephen M., Federal 

Way
Sefrioui, Adel, Seattle
Sells, Rebecca Nelson, Seattle
Serres, Nicholas Gorman, 

Spokane
Shafer, Jennifer, Moscow, ID
Shah, Rishi Girish, Madison, WI
Shapiro, Morgan B., University 

Place
Sharp, Matthew Lee, Olympia
Sharratt, Cayle Joseph, Seattle
Shaul-Jensen, Aislinn, 

Washington, DC
Sheed, Daniel Jared, Seattle
Sheehan, Cara Kathleen, 

Salem, OR
Shipman, Katherine Rose, 

Seattle
Shircliff, Kathleen Elizabeth, 

Woodinville
Shreeve, Miranda E., Spokane
Siekawitch, Scott Daniel, 

Seattle
Sill, Steven Andrew, Federal 

Way
Simpson, Jeremy Noble, 

Rochester, MN
Simpson, Michael, Yakima
Sisk, David, Boardman, OH
Skeem, Marcus Asael, Issaquah
Skeen, Richard Isaiah, Seattle
Slater, Michael David, Spokane
Small, Kingston Curtis, Butte, 

MT
Smith, Stacy, Seattle
Smith, Meredith Ann, Seattle
Smythe, Katelyn Justine 

Bergstrom, Spokane
Snavely, Nicholas Bernard, 

Norwalk, CT
Snyder, Gavin Kenneth, Los 

Angeles, CA
Soles, Andrew, Philadelphia, PA
Sondie, Luisa Violet, Portland, 

OR
Souza, Matthew Owen, Seattle
Spence, Paige Elise, Portland, 

OR
Spitzer, Amy Nicole, Lake 

Forest Park
Spring, Sarah Elizabeth, 

Eugene, OR
St. Hilaire, Abigail Jane, Seattle
Stadler, Travis Benjamin, 

Seattle
Stahl, Shanice Patience, 

Renton
Steinberg, Katheryn Anne, 

Seattle
Stetson, Ashley Ann, Seattle
Stewart, Jonathan Dean, 

Vancouver
Sthay, Karin Erin, Seattle
Stillwell, Jacob James, Spokane
Stock, Matthew Heath, Seattle
Story, Shannon Faith, Federal 

Way
Stout, Mackenzie, Shoreline
Stratton, Melanie Ann, 

Washington, DC
Straughan, Kyle, Seattle
Strocsher, Kenneth Louis, 

Seattle
Sturm, Joel, Portland, OR
Sugarman, Raymond Louis, 

Baltimore, MD
Swaim, Dru Erin, Seattle
Swanson, Elinor, Portland, OR
Swartz, Christian Kermit, 

Seattle

Swick, Michael Takeshi, Kent
Sylwester, Joanna, Seattle

T
Takos, Alexander Constantine, 

Gig Harbor
Taylor, Ross Campbell, Seattle
Teagarden, Mathew Charles, 

Seattle
Teagarden, Danielle Marie, 

Seattle
Teimouri, Daniel Joseph, Seattle
Terry, Joshua Timothy, 

Bellingham
Thorn, Heather Lynne, Yakima
Thorson, John Spencer, Seattle
Tible, Kevin Oligane, Renton
Tietz, Eric, Kirkland
Timmerman, Holly, Astoria, OR
Tirrell, Christopher Thomas, 

Seattle
Toft-Dupuy, Erin Bayley, 

Spokane
Toren, John David, Bainbridge 

Island
Torres, Juan Ivan, Eugene, OR
Tran, Vanessa Marie Ng, 

Seattle
Tran, Wendy, Canoga Park, CA
Trejo, Andrew Nicholas, 

Camarillo, CA
Tubbs, Bradley W., Spokane
Turley, Julie Ann, Auburn

U
Uren, Nicholas Norman, Seattle

V
VanEck, Jonathan Edward, 

Seattle
VanValkenburg, Carson James, 

Spokane
VanWingerden, Juliana Maxine, 

Outlook
VanDeLaarschot, Adam, 

Seattle
Vandenburg, Eric, Spokane
Varo, Jared Robert, University 

Place
Vasquez, Omar, Tucson, AZ
Vaught, Jonathan O’Connor, 

Seattle
Verhovek, Gordon, Seattle
Voloshin, Igor, Seattle

W
Wade, Robin, East Wenatchee
Wagar, Timothy Andrew, 

Seattle
Wainwright, Kelsi Alexandra, 

Spokane
Wallace, Taylor Alexandra, 

Grayland
Walsh, Jeanne Marie, Spokane
Ward, Lindsey R., Seattle
Warr, Emily Marie, Seattle
Watts, Lauren Elizabeth, 

Seattle
Webster, Joshua Michael, 

Newport
Weir, Heather, Seattle
West, Kimberly Ann, Seattle
Wheeler, Vanessa Laree, 

Bellevue
Wheeler, Thomas Edgerton, 

Seattle
Whitaker, Nicholas Allen, 

Seattle
White, Erin, Tacoma
White, Thomas Henry, Seattle
White, Stephanie Alice, Tacoma
Whitehead, Monica Larae, 

Colbert
Whitney, Tyler Robert, 

Spokane
Whittaker, Roderic Errol, 

Shelton
Wieting, Christopher Steven, 

Snohomish
Wightman, Rebekah Ellsbeth, 

Herriman, UT
Wilkinson, Trent J., Yakima
Willard, Jessica Grace, 

Alexandria, VA
Williams, Appalenia, Concord, 

CA
Winchell, Chelsey Marie, 

Sacramento, CA
Wofford, Jennifer Erin, Spokane
Wolf, Trisha Alynn, Seattle
Wolf, Daniel-Charles Van de 

Wint, Seattle
Wong, Anna-Rita, Bellevue
Wood, Michele Dawn, Boise, ID
Woods, Andrea, Bothell
Woods, Matthew Stephen, 

Seattle
Woody, Bret Michael, Tacoma
Woolery, Sophia Veronica, 

Lakewood
Worley, Logan Stuart Aldous, 

Rice
Wright, Lydia Anne, Berkeley, 

CA

X–Y
Yelish, Todd Austin, Gig Harbor
Yerry, Anthony Lawrence, 

Seattle
Yetter, Julia Marie, Louisville, KY
Young, Christopher Lee, 

Seattle

Z
Zack, James Bernard, Seattle
Zehel, Lindsey Anne, 

Jacksonville, FL
Zhao, Michael Yikuen, 

Tumwater
Zigich, Kimberly, Olympia
Zippel, Laura Firmin, Seattle
Zolle, Jason, Washington, DC
Zollman, Daniel Austin, 

Mukilteo
Zommick, Hannah Claire, 

Seattle
Zucker, Shira, Seattle
Zuniga, Jacob Alejandro, 

Phoenix, AZ
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SPEEDING TICKET? 
  TRAFFIC INFRACTION? 

CRIMINAL MISDEAMEANOR? 

Keep it off your record, Keep insurance costs down 

JEANNIE P. MUCKLESTONE, P. S. 

PO BOX 565 
Medina,Washington 98039 

(206) 623-3343
mucklestone@msn.com
www.mucklestone.com

     •     Successful Results 
• Extensive experience 
• Former Judge Pro Tem in King County 
• Featured in Vogue magazine May ’03 as a top  

lawyer for women in Washington 
• Front page of Seattle Times “Drivers fighting 

tickets and winning” June 1, 2006 
• Visa/Mastercard accepted 

jeannie@mucklestone.com
www.mucklestone.com

SPEEDING TICKET?
TRAFFIC INFRACTION?

CRIMINAL MISDEMEANOR?

Disciplinary
Notices

These notices of imposition of disciplinary sanctions and actions are published pursu-
ant to Rule 3.5(d) of the Washington Supreme Court Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer 
Conduct. Active links to directory listings, RPC definitions, and documents related to 
the disciplinary matter can be found by viewing the online version of NWLawyer at 
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org or by looking up the respondent in the lawyer directory on 
the WSBA website (www.wsba.org) and then scrolling down to “Discipline History.” As 
some WSBA members share the same or similar names, please read all disciplinary 
notices carefully for names, cities, and bar numbers. 

Disbarred

Laurie L. Magan (WSBA No. 34086, admit-
ted 2003), of Mount Vernon, was disbarred, 
effective 9/02/2014, by order of the Wash-
ington Supreme Court. The lawyer’s conduct 
violated the following Rules of Professional 
Conduct: 1.3 (Diligence),  1.5 (Fees), 1.4 (Com-
munication), 1.15A (Safeguarding Property), 
1.15B (Required Trust Account Records), 1.16 
(Declining or Terminating Representation), 
8.4 (Misconduct). Jonathan Burke acted 
as disciplinary counsel. Laurie L. Magan 
represented herself. The online version of 
NWLawyer contains links to the following 
documents: Order Approving Stipulation; 
Stipulation to Disbarment; and Washington 
Supreme Court Order.

Disbarred

Eric Rene’ Vargas (WSBA No. 20364, admit-
ted 1991), of Yakima, was disbarred, effec-
tive 9/02/2014, by order of the Washington 
Supreme Court. The lawyer’s conduct violated 
the following Rules of Professional Conduct: 
1.15A (Safeguarding Property), 8.4 (Miscon-
duct). Randy Beitel acted as disciplinary 
counsel. Eric Rene’ Vargas represented 
himself. Carl Joseph Oreskovich was the hear-
ing officer. The online version of NWLawyer 
contains links to the following documents: 
Hearing Officer’s Decision; Disciplinary Board 
Order Declining Sua Sponte Review; and 
Washington Supreme Court Order.

Suspended

Robert L. Hayes (WSBA No. 21239, admit-
ted 1991), of Tacoma, was suspended for six 
months, effective 9/02/2014, by order of the 
Washington Supreme Court. The lawyer’s 
conduct violated the following Rules of 
Professional Conduct: 1.6 (Confidentiality of 
Information), 1.7 (Conflict of Interest: Current 
Clients). Erica Temple acted as disciplinary 
counsel. Robert L. Hayes represented himself. 
Joseph M. Mano was the hearing officer. The 
online version of NWLawyer contains links 
to the following documents: Hearing Officer’s 
Decision; Disciplinary Board Order Declining 

Sua Sponte Review; and Washington Su-
preme Court Order.

Suspended

Jason M. Kays (WSBA No. 20438, admitted 
1991) of Port Townsend, was suspended for 
two years, effective 9/02/2014, by order of 
the Washington Supreme Court. The law-
yer’s conduct violated the following Rules of 
Professional Conduct: 8.4 (Misconduct). Erica 
Temple acted as disciplinary counsel. Jason M. 
Kays represented himself. The online version 
of NWLawyer contains links to the following 
documents: Order Approving Stipulation; 
Stipulation to Suspension; and Washington 
Supreme Court Order. 

Suspended

Charles William Rehm (WSBA No. 10708, 
admitted 1980), of Seattle, was suspended 
for three years, effective 9/02/2014, by order 
of the Washington Supreme Court. The law-
yer’s conduct violated the following Rules of 
Professional Conduct: 1.4 (Communication), 
1.5 (Fees), Former 1.14 (Preserving Identity of 
Client Funds and Property of a Client), 1.15A 
(Safeguarding Property), 1.15B (Required Trust 
Account Records). Francesca D’Angelo acted 
as disciplinary counsel. Brian Keith Fresonke 
represented the respondent. Scott M. Ellerby 
was the hearing officer. James Edward Horne 
was the settlement officer. The online version 
of NWLawyer contains links to the following 
documents: Order Approving Stipulation; 
Stipulation to Three-Year Suspension; and 
Washington Supreme Court Order.

Suspended

Karl Wesley Kime (WSBA No. 41668, ad-
mitted 2009) of Coeur D’Alene, Idaho, was 
suspended for one year, effective 1/01/2014, 
by order of the Washington Supreme Court 
imposing reciprocal discipline in accordance 
with an order of the Supreme Court of 
the State of Idaho. For more information, 
see https://isb.idaho.gov/bar_counsel/ 
public_discipline.html. Craig Bray and Joanne 
Abelson acted as disciplinary counsel. Karl 

Wesley Kime represented himself. The 
online version of NWLawyer contains a link 
to the following document: The Washington 
Supreme Court Order.

Get published!
See your name in lights (well, in 
ink, anyway) in NWLawyer! For a 
how-to guide on writing an article 
for NWLawyer, email nwlawyer@
wsba.org. If you have an article of 
interest to Washington lawyers or a 
topic in mind, we’d love to hear from 
you. Need a topic? We have a list of 
subjects we’d like to cover. NWLawyer 
relies almost entirely on the generous 
contribution of articles from WSBA 
members and others.

LawyerNW
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AnnouncementsAnnouncements

Andrews Skinner, P.S.
is very pleased to welcome three more great 

attorneys to the firm:

Ramona N. Hunter
(former member at Cozen O’Connor)

Mary DePaolo Haddad
(former shareholder at Lee Smart)

Natalie A. Moore
(former Judicial Clerk for the Hon. Bradley 
Maxa and Hon. Marywave Van Deren (Ret.), 

Court of Appeals, Division II)

The firm, and its new team members, will 
continue to focus its practice on defense 

trial work with an emphasis on professional 
liability, insurance coverage, and 
comprehensive general liability.

Andrews Skinner, P.S.
645 Elliott Ave. W., Ste. 350

Seattle, WA 98119
Tel: 206-223-9248

www.andrews-skinner.com

Daniel N. Gordon, P.C. 

is pleased to announce it is now 

Gordon, Aylworth & 
Tami, p.c. 

We are a well-respected creditors’ rights 
and debt collection law firm practicing civil 

litigation in the Pacific Northwest. 

Our attorneys are licensed in Oregon, 
Washington, and Idaho to serve your 

litigation needs. 

4023 W. 1st Ave.
Eugene, OR 97402

541-342-2276

www.gatlawfirm.com

Reed Longyear 
Malnati & Ahrens pllc

is pleased to announce the addition of

Carla Calogero
to our team of knowledgeable and  

professional attorneys.

Carla Calogero joins the firm as an Associate 
Attorney. Carla will continue to focus her 

practice on guardianship and elder law, trust 
and probate administration, litigation and 

TEDRA proceedings, as well as advance care 
and estate planning. Carla regularly serves as a 
court-appointed Guardian ad Litem or Special 

Representative for alleged incapacitated persons 
and minor individuals.

801 Second Ave, Suite 1415
Seattle, WA 98104

206-624-6271
www.reedlongyearlaw.com
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Washington State 
Paralegal Association

(WSPA)

When you join WSPA these are some of the 
GREAT BENEFITS you receive! 

• Reduced rates for Professional, 
Educational (CLEs), and Networking 
events.

• You automatically become a member 
of the National Federation of Paralegal 
Associations.

• You get a FREE subscription to WSPA’s 
newsletter, Findings and Conclusions.

SIGN UP TODAY at www.wspaonline.org. 

WSPA is a nonprofit organization formed in 1975 to 
support and promote the paralegal profession.

Stokes Lawrence
is pleased to announce that

Alan W. Schulkin

has joined the firm’s Financial Services practice. 

For nearly 30 years, Alan has represented 
financial institutions in commercial lending 

transactions of all types. He can be reached at 
206-892-2177 or at alan.schulkin@stokeslaw.com.

Stokes Lawrence
1420 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3000, Seattle, WA 98101

206-626-6000

Stokes Lawrence Velikanje Moore & Shore
120 N. Naches Avenue, Yakima, WA 98901

509-853-3000

www.stokeslaw.com

Gordon & Polscer, l.l.c.
proudly announces 

Stephanie Andersen 

has been named a Washington Super Lawyer  
2014.

seattle
1000 Second Ave., Ste. 1400

Seattle, WA 98104 
206-223-4226

portland
9755 SW Barnes Rd., Ste. 650

Portland, OR 97225
503-242-2922

www.gordon-polscer.com

New partner or 
associate at your 

firm? 
Have a legal service to offer?

Advertise in NWLawyer’s 
Announcements or 

Professionals section!
Placing an ad is easy. 

Email advertisers@wsba.org or call  
206-727-8260.
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Opportunities for Service
Bankruptcy Judgeship Opportunities 
Two bankruptcy judgeship opportunities 
are available: U.S. Courts — Ninth Circuit, 
Western District of Washington and East-
ern District of California. Salary: $183,172/
year. Applications are due on Dec. 4, 2014, 
at 5 p.m. for the Washington position and 
Dec. 11, 2014, at 5 p.m. for the California 
position. For full announcements and 
application, go to https://judgeship.ce9.
uscourts.gov or contact personnel@ce9.
uscourts.gov. EOE. 

Bellevue Youth Court Seeks 
Attorney Mentors
Bellevue Youth Court (BYC) is seeking at-
torney mentors in the Greater Seattle Area 
to offer guidance to youth advocates at ju-
venile diversion hearings. First- or second-
time youth offenders who have pleaded 
guilty to a misdemeanor can choose BYC 
as an alternative to traditional juvenile 
court. Youth respondents are sentenced 
by a youth jury under the supervision of 
a youth judge and court officers. Youth 
advocates represent the respondent and 
the state at the hearing and help the jury 
reach a sentence that fulfills the principles 
of restorative justice. Attorney mentors 
provide advice and guidance to defense 
and prosecution advocates as they craft 
their statements of the case and sen-
tencing recommendations. Mentors meet 
with youth once or twice in preparation 
for court and attend the hearing if pos-
sible. Defense mentors also attend the 
initial client meeting along with the advo-
cate. Attorney mentors can choose which 
months to assist and the time commit-
ment is highly flexible. Applications will 
continue to be accepted on a rolling basis. 
For more information or to volunteer, con-
tact Helena Stephens at 425-452-2834 or 
 hstephens@bellevuewa.gov.  

WSBA News
LLLT Rules of Professional Conduct 
Update
In August, the LLLT Board submitted to 
the Supreme Court suggested LLLT Rules 
of Professional Conduct (LLLT RPC). In 

addition, the LLLT Board submitted to the 
WSBA Board of Governors (BOG) related 
suggested amendments to the lawyer 
RPC. The BOG will consider the suggested 
lawyer RPC amendments at its November 
meeting. For more information on the 
LLLT RPC, visit www.wsba.org/LLLT. 
Visit www.courts.wa.gov/courts_rules to 
comment on the LLLT RPC or email Thea 
Jennings, LLLT Program lead, at theaj@
wsba.org to submit to the WSBA BOG your 
comments on the suggested lawyer RPC 
amendments. 

Notice of Hearing on Petition for 
Reinstatement of Gregg Cross, aka 
Gregory Serge Zoro
A petition for reinstatement after dis-
barment has been filed by Gregg Cross, 
aka Gregory Serge Zoro, WSBA No. 8212, 
who was admitted in 1978 and disbarred 
in 2008. At the time of his suspension 
and disbarment, Mr. Cross, then known 
as Gregory Serge Zoro, practiced in King 
County, Washington.

A hearing on Mr. Cross’s petition will be 
conducted before the Character and Fit-
ness Board on Friday, Jan. 9, 2015. Not later 
than 5 p.m. Dec. 10, 2014, anyone wishing 
to do so may file with the Character and 
Fitness Board a written statement for or 
against reinstatement, setting forth fac-
tual matters showing that the petitioner 
does or does not meet the requirements 
of Admission and Practice Rule (APR) 
25.5(a). Except by the Character and Fit-
ness Board’s leave, no person other than 
the petitioner or petitioner’s counsel shall 
be heard orally by the Board. Communica-
tions to the Character and Fitness Board 
should be sent to Kevin Bank, counsel to 
the Character and Fitness Board, Wash-
ington State Bar Association, 1325 Fourth 
Ave., Ste. 600, Seattle, WA  98101-2539, or 
to kevinb@wsba.org. This notice is pub-
lished pursuant to APR 25.4(a).   

 

Submit Proposed Changes to ERs 
and IRLJs Now
Pursuant to the four-year cycle estab-
lished by the Supreme Court, each year 
brings up a different set of rules for the 
WSBA Court Rules and Procedures Com-
mittee’s attention. In 2014–2015, the 
Court’s cycle requires the Committee to 
review the Superior Court Rules of Evi-
dence (ERs) and Infraction Rules of Courts 
of Limited Jurisdiction (IRLJs). Sugges-
tions regarding these rules or questions 

about the Committee should be directed 
to Sherry Mehr at sherrym@wsba.org. 
Interested individuals are encouraged to 
participate in the work of the Commit-
tee. For more information and a schedule 
of committee meetings, see http://bit.ly/
wsbacourtrules.

Join WSBA’s Annual Trial Advocacy 
Program
WSBA’s Annual Trial Advocacy Program 
(TAP) offers attendees a two-day intensive 
trial-skills training from seasoned trial law-
yers and a one-day mock trial two weeks 
later. This New Lawyer Education seminar is 
geared toward attorneys working in either 
the criminal or civil arena, with little to no 
trial experience, but a strong desire to be-
come trial lawyers. The mock trial will be 
held Nov. 8. This program offers either 12 
or 18 CLE credits, depending on mock trial 
participation. To learn more or receive no-
tice when registration has opened, contact 
newlawyers@wsba.org. 

Washington Young Lawyers 
Committee Meeting
The Washington Young Lawyers Com-
mittee (YLC) will meet on Dec. 6 at the 
WSBA Offices, 1325 Fourth Ave., Ste. 600. 
If you would like to attend, please email 
 newlawyers@wsba.org. 

Join the WSBA List Serve for New 
Lawyers
This list serve is a discussion platform for 
new lawyers of the WSBA. In addition to 
being the best place to receive news and 
information relevant to new lawyers, this 
is a place to ask questions, seek referrals, 
and make connections with peers. To join, 
email newlawyers@wsba.org.

YLC Public Service Incentive Awards
Attention, new and young lawyers: would 
you like the opportunity to attend a WSBA 
CLE for free? Apply to receive a YLC Public 
Service Incentive Award. Applications are 
due Monday, Dec. 22. This award was cre-
ated to encourage and support new and 
young lawyers who engage or would like 
to engage in public service and public ser-
vice volunteer opportunities as described 
in RPC 6.1. To learn more, visit http://bit.ly/
publicserviceincentive.

2015 License Renewal, MCLE and 
Sections Information

Complete your license renewal and 
MCLE certification online — it’s easy. Li-
cense renewal must be completed by Feb. 
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Need to Know

2, 2015. 
Payment plan option available. If you 

are experiencing financial challenges, you 
may contact us about a payment plan 
option available to all active and inactive 
members. Payment plans are for three 
months beginning Dec. 1 and all fees must 
still be paid in full by Feb. 2, 2015. A one-
time hardship exemption is available for 
active attorney members who qualify. 
Visit wsba.org/licensing to learn more.

Join or renew your Section member-
ship. As the section membership year is 
Oct. 1, 2014, through Sept. 30, 2015, we en-
courage you to join or renew sections now 
to receive the full benefit of the member-
ship. 

Certify MCLE Compliance. If you are 
in the 2012–14 reporting period (Group 2), 
then you are due to report CLE credits 
and certify MCLE compliance. All credits 
must be completed by Dec. 31, 2014, and 
certification (C2 form) must be completed 
online or be postmarked or delivered to 
the WSBA by Feb. 2, 2015. Visit wsba.org/
MCLE to learn more.

Judicial Members. Judicial members 
are required to complete the annual li-
cense renewal and pay a $50 license fee 
to maintain eligibility to transfer to an-
other membership class when their judi-
cial service ends. Please note that you are 
required to inform the Bar within 10 days 
of your retirement or your ineligibility for 
judicial membership (and you must apply 
to change to another membership class or 
to resign). Visit wsba.org/licensing to learn 
more.

Remember these dates: 
Dec. 1, 2014: Enrollment deadline for op-
tional payment plan. 
Dec. 31, 2014: Group 2 (2012–14) members 
must complete required MCLE credits.
Feb. 2, 2015: Request deadline for optional 
hardship exemption. 
Feb. 2, 2015:  License renewal, payment, 
and Group 2 MCLE C2 certification must 
be completed online, postmarked, or de-
livered to WSBA.

WSBA Board of Governors Meetings 
Nov. 14-15, Seattle; Jan. 22–23, 2015, 
Seattle
With the exception of the executive ses-
sion, Board of Governors meetings are 
open, and all WSBA members are wel-
come to attend. RSVPs are appreciated 
but not required. Contact Pamela Wuest at 
206-239-2125, 800-945-9722, ext. 2125, 
or  pamelaw@wsba.org. The complete 
Board of Governors meeting schedule is 

available on the WSBA website at www.
wsba.org/bog. The deadline for submit-
ting Board Book materials for the Nov. 14 
meeting is Oct. 29, 2014.

Volunteer Custodians Needed
The WSBA is seeking interested lawyers 
as potential ELC 7.7 volunteer custodians. 
An appointed custodian is authorized to 
act as counsel for the limited purpose of 
protecting a client’s interests whenever 
a lawyer has been transferred to disabil-
ity inactive status, suspended, disbarred, 
dies, or disappears and no person appears 
to be protecting the clients’ interests. The 
custodian takes possession of the neces-
sary files and records and takes action to 
protect clients’ interests. The custodian 
may act with a team of custodians and 
much of the work may be performed by 
supervised staff.  If the WSBA is notified of 
the need for a custodian, the WSBA would 
affirm the willingness and ability of a po-
tential volunteer and seek their appoint-
ment as custodian. Costs incurred may be 
reimbursed. Current WSBA members of all 
practice areas are welcome to apply. Con-
tact Sandra Schilling at sandras@wsba.
org, 206-239-2118 or 800-945-9722, ext. 

2118 or Darlene Neumann at darlenen@
wsba.org, 206-733-5923 or 800-945-
9722, ext. 5923.

Ethics
Facing an Ethical Dilemma? 
Members facing ethical dilemmas can talk 
with WSBA professional responsibility 
counsel for informal guidance on analyzing 
a situation involving their own prospec-
tive ethical conduct under the RPCs. All 
calls are confidential. Any advice given is 
intended for the education of the inquirer 
and does not represent an official posi-
tion of the WSBA. Every effort is made to 
return calls within two business days. Call 
the Ethics Line at 206-727-8284 or 800-
945-9722, ext. 8284.

WSBA Lawyers Assistance 
Program (LAP)
Consultation Through WSBA Connects
The WSBA offers statewide access to sup-
port lawyers needing help for issues related 
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CLE seminars are subject to change. Please 
check with providers to verify information. 
To announce a seminar, send information to 
clecalendar@wsba.org. Information must 
be received by the first day of the month for 
placement in the  following issue’s calendar.

CLE Calendar

Adminstrative Law

The State of the Public Records Act in 
2014 and Beyond
Nov. 12, Seattle and webcast. 6.25 CLE 
credits. Presented by WSBA-CLE in 
partnership with the WSBA Administrative 
Law Section; 800-945-WSBA or 206-
443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.org.

Antitrust

Annual Antitrust Law Seminar
Nov. 13, Seattle and webcast. 6.25 CLE 
credits. Presented by WSBA-CLE in 
partnership with the WSBA-CLE Antitrust, 
Consumer Protection and Unfair Business 
Practices Section; 800-945-WSBA or 
206-443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.org.

Civil Rights

The 50th Anniversary of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964: A Celebration
Nov. 19, Seattle. 3.5 CLE credits. 
Presented by WSBA-CLE in partnership 
with the WSBA Civil Rights Section; 800-
945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA; www.
wsbacle.org.

Construction Law

7th Annual Alaska Construction Law 
Nov. 11, Anchorage. 6.25 CLE credits, 
including 1 ethics. Presented by The 
Seminar Group; www.theseminargroup.
net/seminar.lasso?seminar=14.colak. 

Creditor/Debtor

Liens: What You Need to Know Today
Dec. 10, Seattle and webcast. 6.5 CLE 
credits, including .75 ethics. Presented by 
WSBA-CLE in partnership with the WSBA 
Creditor Debtor Rights Section; 800-945-
WSBA or 206-443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.
org.

Environmental and Land Use Law

Preparing for Climate Change — New 
Regulations and New Litigation 
Nov. 12, Seattle. 6.25 credits. 

to mental health and addiction concerns, 
career management, family, care-giving, 
daily living, health and well-being, and 
more. WSBA Connects is offered as a 
service to members on a voluntary, confi-
dential basis. Call toll-free 855-857-WSBA 
(9722), or go to wsba.org/Resources-and-
Services/WSBA-Connects.

Weekly Job Search Group 
The Weekly Job Search Group provides 
strategy and support to unemployed 
attorneys. The group runs for seven 
weeks and is limited to eight attorneys. 
We provide the comprehensive WSBA 
job search guide, “Getting There: Your 
Guide to Career Success,” which can 
also be found online at www.tinyurl.
com/7xheb8b. If you would like to par-
ticipate in or schedule a career consulta-
tion, contact Dan Crystal at danc@wsba.
org, 206-727-8267, or 800-945-9722, 
ext. 8267. 

Seeking Peer Advisors 
Would you like to provide support to 
another lawyer in your community ad-
dressing topics such as mental health 
and self-care, alcoholism and addiction, 
or guidance in one’s practice? Lawyers 
are often uniquely able to be resources 
to one another in these areas. We have 
a robust network of advisors, support 
groups, and clinical referrals throughout 
the state. Skills trainings are being devel-
oped and planned. To participate or learn 
more, see http://bit.ly/104fpwN, contact 
lap@wsba.org, 206-727-8268, or 800-
945-9722, ext. 8268.

Mindful Lawyers Group 
A growing number of legal professionals 
across the nation are applying mindful-
ness-based skills and training to law-
yering. The Washington Contemplative 
Lawyers group meets on Mondays at the 
Lawyers Assistance Program from noon 
to 1 p.m. For more information, contact 
Sevilla Rhoads at SRhoads@gsblaw.com.  

WSBA Law Office Management 
Assistance Program (LOMAP)

Casemaker Online Research 
Casemaker is a powerful online research 
library provided free to WSBA members. 
Read about this legal research tool on 
the WSBA website at www.wsba.org/ 
casemaker. As a WSBA member, you al-
ready receive free access to Casemaker. 
Now, we have enhanced this member ben-
efit by upgrading to add Casemaker+ with 
CaseCheck+ for you. Just like Shepard’s and 
KeyCite, CaseCheck+ tells you instantly 
whether your case is good law. If you want 
more information, you can find it on the 
Casemaker website, or call 877-659-0801 
and a Casemaker representative can talk 
with you about these features. For help us-
ing Casemaker, call the WSBA Service Cen-
ter at 800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. 

LOMAP Lending Library
The WSBA Law Office Management As-
sistance Program Lending Library is a 
service to WSBA members. We offer the 
short-term loan of books on the business 
management aspects of your law office. 
How does it work? You can view available 
titles at www.wsba.org/resources-and-
services/lomap/lending-library. Books 
may be borrowed by any WSBA member 
for up to two weeks. LOMAP requires your 
WSBA ID and a valid Visa or MasterCard 
number to guarantee the book’s return to 
the program. If you live outside of the Se-
attle area, books can be mailed to you; you 
will be responsible for return postage. For 
walk-in members, we recommend calling 
first to check availability of requested ti-
tles. To arrange for a book loan or to check 
availability, lomap@wsba.org.

Usury Rate
The average coupon equivalent yield from 
the first auction of 26-week treasury bills 
in October 2014 was 0.041 percent. There-
fore, the maximum allowable usury rate 
for November is 12 percent. 

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsbacle.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsbacle.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theseminargroup.net%2Fseminar.lasso%3Fseminar%3D14.cliwa%23location
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theseminargroup.net%2Fseminar.lasso%3Fseminar%3D14.cliwa%23location
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsbacle.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsbacle.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwsba.org%2FResources-and-Services%2FWSBA-Connects
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2F7xheb8b
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2F7xheb8b
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=mailto%3Adanc%40wsba.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=mailto%3Adanc%40wsba.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsba.org%2Fcasemaker
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsba.org%2Fcasemaker
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsba.org%2Fresources-and-services%2Flomap%2Flending-library
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsba.org%2Fresources-and-services%2Flomap%2Flending-library
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=mailto%3Aclecalendar%40wsba.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsbacle.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsbacle.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwsba.org%2FResources-and-Services%2FWSBA-Connects
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F104fpwN
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=mailto%3Alap%40wsba.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=mailto%3ASRhoads%40gsblaw.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/november_2014/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=mailto%3Alomap%40wsba.org


NOV 2014   |   NWLawyer     61

CLE Calendar

Presented by The Seminar Group; 
www.theseminargroup.net/seminar.
lasso?seminar=14.cliwa#location. 

Estate Planning

Estate Planning Under the New Paradigm: 
If Not Estate Tax, Then What?
Dec. 5, Seattle and webcast. 6 CLE 
credits, including .75 ethics. Presented by 
WSBA-CLE in partnership with the WSBA 
Real Property, Probate and Trust Section; 
800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA; 
www.wsbacle.org.

Ethics

Corporate Counsel Ethics Seminar
Nov. 14, Seattle and webcast. 3.5 CLE 
ethics credits. Presented by WSBA-CLE 
in partnership with the WSBA Corporate 
Counsel Section; 800-945-WSBA or 206-
443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.org.

Ethical Dilemmas for the Practicing 
Lawyer
Nov. 20, Seattle and webcast. 4 ethics 
credits. Presented by WSBA-CLE; 800-
945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA; www.
wsbacle.org.

The 12th Annual Law of Lawyering 
Conference
Dec. 18, Seattle and webcast. 6 ethics 
credits. Presented by WSBA-CLE; 800-
945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA; www.
wsbacle.org. 

Family Law

Emerging Family Law Issues
Dec. 11, Seattle and webcast. 6 CLE 
credits, including 1 ethics. Presented by 
WSBA-CLE in partnership with the WSBA 
Family Law Section; 800-945-WSBA or 
206-443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.org.

General Practice

4th Annual Community Justice CLE Blitz: 
Current Trends and Topics 
Nov. 11, Wenatchee. 6.5 credits, including 
1.5 ethics. Presented by Chelan Douglas 
County Volunteer Attorney Services; 
www.wsba.org/Events-Calendar/2014/
november/4th-annual-community-
justice-cle-blitz.

Asylum Applications with an Emphasis on 
Unaccompanied Minors CLE 

Nov. 14, Seattle. 2.25 credits; www.wsba.
org/Events-calendar/2014/november/
asylum-applications-with-an-emphasis-
on-unaccompanied-minors-cle.

Building A Plaintiff’s PI Practice from the 
Ground Up
Nov. 14 – Seattle. 5 credits, including 2 
ethics. www.washingtonjustice.org/index.
cfm?pg=events&evAction=showdetail&e
id=19355.

Best of CLE
Dec. 30, webcast moderated video 
replay. 6 CLE credits, including 1 ethics. 
Presented by WSBA-CLE; 800-945-WSBA 
or 206-443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.org.

Labor and Employment Law

Annual Labor and Employment Law 
Conference
Nov. 21, Seattle and webcast. 6.75 CLE 
credits. Presented by WSBA-CLE in 
partnership with the WSBA Labor and 
Employment Law Section; 800-945-
WSBA or 206-443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.
org.

Law Practice Management 

Transitioning into Retirement
Nov. 5, Seattle and webcast. No CLE 
credits available. Presented by the WSBA 
Lawyers Assistance Program; 800-945-
WSBA or 206-443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.
org.

Legal Lunchbox Series

Legal Lunchbox Series: Building Office 
Synergy
Nov. 25, webcast. 1.5 CLE credits. 
Presented by WSBA-CLE; 800-945-WSBA 
or 206-443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.org.

Litigation

Live Moderated Video Replay: Building 
Your Case, From Fact Pattern to Trial 
Strategy 
Nov. 18, Friday Harbor. 6.25 CLE credits. 
Presented by WSBA-CLE; 800-945-WSBA 
or 206-443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.org.

Movie Magic: How the Masters Try Cases
Dec. 17, Seattle. 6 CLE credits, including 1 
ethics. Presented by WSBA-CLE; 800-
945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA; www.
wsbacle.org.

New Lawyer Education

Trial Advocacy Program and Mock Trial
October 24–25, Nov. 8, Seattle. 18 CLE 
credits, including 1.25 ethics. Presented by 
WSBA-CLE; 800-945-WSBA or 206-443-
WSBA; www.wsbacle.org.

Real Property

A Focus on the Residential Real Estate 
Transaction
Dec. 12, Seattle and webcast. 6.25 CLE 
credits. Presented by WSBA-CLE in 
partnership with the WSBA Real Property, 
Probate and Trust Section; 800-945-
WSBA or 206-443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.
org.

Tax

Annual Taxation Seminar
Dec. 15, Seattle and webcast. 3.5 CLE 
credit, including .75 ethics. Presented by 
WSBA-CLE in partnership with the WSBA 
Taxation Section; 800-945-WSBA or 206-
443-WSBA; www.wsbacle.org.

Technology

Mergers and Acquisitions in Technology 
Industries
Nov. 7, Seattle. 6 credits. Presented by The 
Seminar Group; http://bit.ly/1nb39Me. 

Water Rights

23rd Annual Oregon Water Law 
Conference 
Nov. 6–7, Portland. 12.5 credits, including 
1 ethics. Presented by The Seminar Group; 
www.theseminargroup.net/seminar.
lasso?seminar=14.wator. 

7th Annual Water Rights Transfers
Nov. 13–14, Seattle. 11.5 credits. 
Presented by The Seminar Group; 
www.theseminargroup.net/seminar.
lasso?seminar=14.wamwa. 

Did you recently move and
want to be sure you’re getting

NWLawyer?
Make sure your address is up-to-
date by going to www.mywsba.org.
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McGAVICK GRAVES, 
P.S.

Mediation and
Arbitration Group

Hon. Rosanne Buckner, Ret. 
Barbara Jo Sylvester

Henry Haas
William P. Bergsten

Robert Beale
Cameron J. Fleury

Combined experience of over 240 
years. Our team is ready to help 
resolve your complex matters.

Please visit our website
for additional information.

McGAVICK GRAVES, P.S.
1102 Broadway, Suite 500

Tacoma, WA 98402
Local: 253-254-5900

Toll Free: 800-709-7015
www.mcgavickgraves.com

INSURANCE BAD FAITH
EXPERT TESTIMONY

• Insurance Fair Conduct Act
• Coverage Denial and Claim  
 Handling
• Reservation of Rights 
 Defense

Bill Hight has 32 years of 
experience in insurance 

coverage/bad faith litigation. 

Please visit www.HightLaw.com 
for details of experience and 

credentials.

WILLIAM P. HIGHT
Email: wph@HightLaw.com

Tel: 360-331-4030
www.HightLaw.com

IMMIGRATION 
REPRESENTATION

Gibbs Houston Pauw
We handle or assist in all types 
of immigration representation 

for businesses, families and 
individuals seeking new or 

renewed status.

The firm has years of experience 
in all areas of immigration law, 

with particular expertise in 
employer workplace compliance, 

immigration consequences of 
crimes, removal defense, and 

federal court litigation.

Languages include: Spanish, 
Chinese, Russian, Hindi, Punjabi.

Robert H. Gibbs
Robert Pauw

Gibbs Houston Pauw
1000 Second Ave., Suite 1600

Seattle, WA 98104
206-682-1080

www.ghp-immigration.com

MEDIATION

Tom Richardson
Over 30 years of commercial 

litigation and mediation 
experience, including business 

torts, securities, intellectual 
property, trusts and estates, real 
estate and boundary disputes, 

and product liability.

University of Puget Sound Law 
School (now Seattle University), 
Assistant Professor – Alternate 
Dispute Resolution 1982–1989

J. THOMAS RICHARDSON
Cairncross & Hempelmann

524 Second Avenue, Suite 500
Seattle, WA 98104-2323

Direct phone: 206-254-4455

trichardson@cairncross.com

MEDIATION
40 years of civil litigation 

experience

Lee M. Barns
is now available to mediate 

your disputes. Lee’s practice 
has emphasized professional 

malpractice, insurance, 
employment law, and personal 

injury matters.

leeb@mcblegal.com
Office: 206-682-8285
Cell: 206-300-2380

Professionals

INVESTOR CLAIMS

Former NASD Series 7,66 
and life/annuity insurance 

licensed broker/investment 
advisor. Available for 

consultation and referrals 
in claims involving broker/

dealer error, fraud, and 
investment suitability.

COURTLAND SHAFER
JOHN G. LLEWELLYN, PLLC
4947 California Ave. SW, Ste. 100

Seattle, WA 98116
206-923-2889

courtland@llllaw.net

CIVIL APPEALS

Ronald E. Farley

Over 30 years of experience 
in civil trial and appellate 
work in both federal and 

state courts. Available for 
referral, review, or association 

regarding your cases.

RONALD E. FARLEY, PLLC
ron@ronaldefarleypllc.com

509-468-8133
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Professionals

CIVIL APPEALS
David J. Corbett

Focused on the clear presentation 
of compelling legal arguments 
for civil appeals and summary 

judgment motions. Available for 
association or referral.

DAVID CORBETT PLLC
www.DavidCorbettLaw.com

253-414-5235

MEDIATION
Mac Archibald

Mac has been a trial lawyer in 
Seattle for over 40 years. He 

has tried a wide range of cases 
including maritime, personal injury, 

construction, products liability, 
consumer protection, insurance 

coverage, and antitrust law.

Mac has over 20 years of 
experience mediating cases in 

Washington, Oregon, and Alaska. 
He has mediated over 1,500 

cases in the areas of maritime, 
personal injury, construction, 

wrongful death, employment, and 
commercial litigation.

Mac has a reputation as not only 
being highly prepared for every 

mediation, but also for providing as 
much follow-up as is necessary to 

settle a case.

LAW OFFICES OF 
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD

Mediation Services
601 Union Street, Suite 4200

Seattle, WA 98101
Tel: 206-903-8355 • Fax: 206-903-8358

Email: mac@archibald-law.com

www.archibald-law.com

CIVIL APPEALS

Jason W. Anderson

Clarity gets results.  

See, e.g., Millican v. N.A. 
Degerstrom, Inc., 177 Wn. App. 
881 (2013), review denied, 179 
Wn.2d 1026 (2014) (reversing 
judgment on jury verdict and 

remanding wrongful death 
claim for a new trial due to 

evidentiary error).  

206-622-0820
anderson@carneylaw.com

 LAWYER DISCIPLINE
AND LEGAL ETHICS

Former Chief Disciplinary 
Counsel

Anne I. Seidel

is available for representation
in lawyer discipline matters and 

advice on legal ethics issues.

206-284-2282

1817 Queen Anne Ave. N., Ste. 311
Seattle, WA 98109

anne@anneseidel.com 
www.anneseidel.com

ETHICS 
and LAWYER

DISCIPLINARY
INVESTIGATION

and PROCEEDINGS

Stephen C. Smith,
former Chair of the

Washington State Bar 
Association

Disciplinary Board, is now
accepting referrals for attorney

disciplinary investigations
and proceedings in

Washington, Idaho, Hawaii,  
and Guam.

HAWLEY TROXELL ENNIS  
& HAWLEY LLP

877 Main Street 
Suite 1000

Boise, ID 83702
208-344-6000

scsmith@hawleytroxell.com

CRIMINAL APPEALS

(See, e.g., reversed and    
remanded for new trial):  

State v. Sutherby, 
165 Wn.2d 870 (2009)

State v. Stein,
144 Wn.2d 236 (2001)

State v. Stegall,
124 Wn.2d 719 (1994)

James E. Lobsenz
701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3600

Seattle, WA 98104
206-622-8020

lobsenz@carneylaw.com
www.seattlecriminalappeals.com

LAW FIRM BREAK-UPS
PARTNER DEPARTURES 

AND EXPULSIONS
Discreet consultation and 

litigation of partner withdrawals 
or expulsions.

SMYTH & MASON, PLLC

have years of experience 
successfully representing 

departing partners, expelled 
partners, and law firms. 

Operating agreements, divisions 
of profits, receivables, case files 

and clients; redistribution of debt 
and costs.

Don’t go it alone.

SMYTH & MASON, PLLC
71st Floor, Columbia Center

701 Fifth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104
Tel: 206-621-7100 • Fax: 206-682-3203

www.smythlaw.com
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JOB SEEKERS: access job postings, 
manage your job search, post an 
anonymous résumé

Visit the WSBA Career Center!

http://jobs.wsba.org

EMPLOYERS: post openings, manage 
recruiting, search résumés, reach targeted 
candidates

POSITIONS AVAILABLE ads can be 
found online at the WSBA Career 
Center: http://jobs.wsba.org. 

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD
RATES, DEADLINE, AND PAYMENT: 
WSBA members: $40/first 25 words; 
$0.50 each additional word. Non-
members: $50/first 25 words; $1 
each additional word. Text must be 
emailed to classifieds@wsba.org by 
the first day of each month for the 
issue following, e.g., Oct. 1 for the No-
vember issue. For payment informa-
tion, see http://bit.ly/NWLawyerAds. 
Advance payment required; we regret 
that we are unable to bill for classified 
ads. These rates are for advertising in 
 NWLawyer only. To place a position-
available ad on the WSBA website, 
see http://jobs.wsba.org. Pricing can 
be found online. For questions, email 
 classifieds@wsba.org.

ClassifiedsProfessionals

TRADEMARK
COPYRIGHT & PATENT 

SEARCHES

Experienced Washington office 
for attorneys worldwide

FEDERAL SERVICES & RESEARCH

Attorney-directed projects at all 
federal agencies in Washington, 
D.C., including USDA, TTB, EPA, 

Customs, FDA, INS, FCC, ICC, 
SEC, USPTO, and many others. 

Face-to-face meetings with Gov’t 
officials, Freedom of Information 
Act requests, copyright deposits, 

document legalization at State 
Dept. and embassies, complete 

trademark copyright patent and 
TTAB files.

COMPREHENSIVE
U.S. Federal, State, Common 

Law, and Design searches.

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
EXPERTS

Our professionals average over 
25 years’ experience each.

FAST
Normal 2-day turnaround with 

24-hour and 4-hour service 
available.

GOVERNMENT 
LIAISON SERVICES, 

INC.
200 N. Glebe Rd., Ste. 321

Arlington, VA 22203

Tel: 703-524-8200 
Fax: 703-525-8451

Toll Free: 1-800-642-6564

Minutes from USPTO and 
Washington, D.C.

info@governmentliaison.com

www.governmentliaison.com

For Sale

Law Library books for sale: Fed. Reporter, 
Fed. Supplement, WA Digest 2d, US Code 
Service, AK Statutes and more! 1,000+ 
volumes at bargain prices. 425-830-7896.

Services

The Coach for Lawyers, LLC helps lawyers 
have a successful career and a meaning-
ful life. For more information, call lawyer/
coach John Allison at 707-357-3732 or visit 
our website at www.coachlawyers.com.                       

Gun rights restored! Your client lost gun 
rights when convicted of a felony or DV 
misdemeanor, but in most cases can re-
store rights after a three- or five-year 
waiting period. AV-rated lawyer ob-
tains Superior Court restoration orders 
throughout Washington. David M. New-
man, The Rainier Law Group. Contact: 425-
748-5200 or newman@rainierlaw.com.

Paralegal services. Experienced, reliable, 
and reasonably priced. Demands, case 
management, negotiation, bookkeeping, 
billing, notary, and litigation support. Visit 
us on the web at www.yourbestparalegal.
com.

Legal research and writing attorney. Con-
fidential legal research, drafting of plead-
ings, formatting, and citation checking for 
trial- and appellate-level attorneys. Pro-
fessional, fast, and easy to work with. Call 
Erin Sperger at 206-504-2655. Sign up for 
free case law updates at LegalWellspring.
com; erin@legalwellspring.com.

Got deadlines? Get LegalMotionSolutions. 
When you’ve got too many deadlines, too 
few associates, too much stress, and too 
little time, I can help. I’m Noura Yunker, 
with LegalMotionSolutions: 360-836-1015. 
I research and write briefs for overworked 
attorneys. And you can rely on me for 
more than just your brief-writing needs. 
Because I’m a fully licensed and qualified 
litigator, I can assist you with discovery, 
and can cover for you in depositions, 
arbitrations, mediations, and court ap-
pearances. Think of me as aspirin for your 
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calendar. When your schedule bites, I’ll 
relieve the pain. Call Noura Yunker, Legal-
MotionSolutions. 360-836-1015; noura@
legalmotionsolutions.com. 

Medical record summary and document 
review experts! Virtual Independent Para-
legals. American owned, nationally known, 
virtually everywhere! 24/7/365 availabil-
ity! www.viphelpme.com, 206-842-4613.

Appraiser of antiques, fine art, and house-
hold possessions. James Kemp-Slaughter 
ASA, FRSA, with 33 years’ experience in 
Seattle for estates, divorce, insurance, 
and donations. For details, see http://
jameskempslaughter.com; 206-285-5711 
or jkempslaughter@aol.com.

Nationwide corporate filings and reg-
istered agent service. Headquar-
tered in Washington state. Online ac-
count to easily manage 1–1,000 of 
your clients’ needs. www.northwest 
registeredagent.com; 509-768-2249; 
sales@ northwestregisteredagent.com.

Effective brief writer with 20-plus years 
of civil litigation experience and excellent 
references available as contract lawyer. 
Summary judgments, discovery motions, 
trial preparation, research memos, ap-
peals. State or federal court. Lynne Wilson; 
 lynnewilsonatty@gmail.com or 206-328-
0224. 

Experienced contract attorney with 
strong research and writing skills drafts 
trial and appellate briefs, motions, and 
research memos for other lawyers. Re-
sources include University of Washington 
Law Library and LEXIS online. Elizabeth 
Dash Bottman, WSBA No. 11791. 206-526-
5777; ebottman@gmail.com.

Certified personal property appraiser/es-
tate sale and liquidation services: Deborah 
Mallory, The Sophisticated Swine LLC, Ap-
praisal and Estate Sale Service, CAGA ap-
praiser with 28 years of experience in estate 
sales, appraisals for estates, dissolution, 
insurance and donation. For details, call 425-
452-9300, www.sophisticatedswine.com or 
dsm@sophisticatedswine.com.

Forensic document examiner: Retired 
from the Eugene Police Department. 
Trained by the U.S. Secret Service and 
the U.S. Postal Inspection Service. Court-
qualified in state and federal courts. Con-
tact Jim Green at 888-485-0832.

Space Available

Mill Creek conference room rental space: 
Professional environment to meet clients.  
This legal office is centrally located with 
easy access. Hourly rates available. Call 
206-999-7433.

Office Space: One partner office ($1,075; 
14' x ll') and one associate office ($850; 
15' x 8') available in downtown Seattle; 
20th floor of Pacific Building. Usual 
amenities. Furnished or unfurnished. 
Photos at www.glblaw.com/officeopen-
ing. Contact Geoff@GLBLaw.com; 206-
467-3190.

Available for sublease from law firm: 5 
offices, 4 cubicles on 38th floor Bank of 
America Plaza, 800 Fifth Ave., Seattle, 
98104. Three blocks from King County 
courthouse, adjacent to I-5, shared con-
ference room and kitchen, storage space, 
front desk, phones, Internet. Prefer single 
tenant, but will consider multiple. David, 
206-805-0135.

Capitol Hill Office Space: Turn key corner 
office space with small practice group 
in newly remodeled building, one block 
off Broadway at  707 East Harrison, with 
parking.  $750 per month. Contact jtb@ 
bwseattlelaw.com  or Jeff at 206-623-
2020.

Join our community of attorneys! Execu-
tive and virtual office suites in downtown 
Seattle on the 32nd floor of the Safeco 
Plaza building. Close to courts and li-
brary. Includes receptionist, conference 
rooms and kitchen. Fiber internet and 
support services available. Starting at 
$50/month.  www.business-service- 
center.com. Contact us at 206-624-9188 
or off ices@ business-service-center.
com.

Queen Anne Office Space: Elliott Bay views, 
high ceiling, industrial loft space at base 
of Queen Anne. $1,500–$2,000 based on 
office size. Two conference rooms, recep-
tion, server/Internet/printers, kitchen. 
Contact: reception@ mcbdlaw.com. 

Vacation Rental

Paris Apartment: At Notre Dame. Vacation 
rental. Elegant two-bedroom, 1.5-bath-
room apartment, in the heart of Paris, 
owned by WSBA member. 202-285-1201 
or angpolin@aim.com.

Series
Lunchbox
Legal

Dishing Up
Free CLEs!

The WSBA invites you 

to lunch and learn while 

earning 1.5 CLE credits. And 

the tab is on us! The WSBA 

will host a 90-minute, 1.5 

credit, live webcast CLE at 

noon on the last Tuesday of 

each month.

Mark your calendars now!

To register and for 
more information, visit 
www.wsbacle.org.
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Joely O’Rourke

the Bar No.BeyondBeyond

WSBA No. 40348

Say hello to Joely and Shane O’Rourke, married 
lawyers who live and work in Lewis County. Both 
Shane and Joely have served as prosecutors. Both are 
members of the Lewis County Bar Association, where 
Shane serves as vice president.

 I became a lawyer/prosecutor because I wanted to help people find 
peace through justice.

 My greatest talent as a lawyer is providing an outlet for young vic-
tims of crime.

	My greatest accomplishment as a lawyer is helping young victims of 
crime find closure through swift justice.

 In my practice, I work on improving assertiveness in case negotia-
tions.

	My career has surprised me by how many children have suffered 
physical and/or sexual abuse and do not report it.

	The best advice I have for new lawyers is to find a mentor and don’t 
be afraid to seek guidance from senior attorneys and/or judges. 

	My long-term professional goal is to become a judge.

 The worst part of my job is putting young victims through the ex-
perience of having to tell their very private story on the witness 
stand to a jury of strangers.

	A funny story that happened to me while practicing: I met my hus-
band at the prosecutor’s office, who now sits on the opposite 
side of the courtroom representing criminal defendants.

 If I could have tried one famous case, it would be the Casey Anthony 
trial.

 During my free time, I enjoy watching my son play baseball, bas-
ketball, and football.

I graduated from Gonzaga University School of Law in 
2001. After the tragedies that took place on Sept. 11, 
2001, I decided to go into federal law enforcement and 
became a special agent for the Naval Criminal Investiga-
tive Service. After becoming a mother, I resigned from 
NCIS and returned to the practice of law working as a 
deputy prosecuting attorney for Lewis County, where I 
befriended a fellow deputy prosecutor and married him 
three years later. We have one son and live in Chehalis. 
I love camping, fishing, golf, softball and playing board 
games with my family.

 The most memorable trip I ever took was to 
Ireland to testify in a criminal case.

 I look up to my parents, who instilled in 
me the perfect balance of professional 
ambition and dedication to family.

 I absolutely can’t live without my morning 
coffee.

	If I took one day off in the middle of the 
week, I would sleep.

 I want to try race car driving.

 I enjoy reading with my son before bed-
time.

 I create work/life balance by making the 
weekends really count.

	My favorite place in the Pacific Northwest is 
Roche Harbor, San Juan Island, where I 
married my husband.

 I worry about my career interfering 
with my responsibilities as a wife and 
mother.

 Aside from my career, I am most proud of my accomplishments as 
a mother.

 This is on my bucket list: skydiving.

 I vote Republican.

 This makes me roll my eyes: frivolous motions by defense counsel.

	This makes me smile: when I win frivolous motions by defense 
counsel.

	My first car was an old Chevy Camaro with a rearview mirror 
that extended the length of the entire windshield, courtesy of 
an overprotective father.

 My dream trip would be to Fiji.

 My hero is my dad.

 If I have learned one thing in life, it is that everything does happen 
for a reason.
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We’d like to learn about you! Go to www.bit.ly/ nwlbeyondthebar to 
download and fill out your own Beyond the Bar submission.

	I became a lawyer because I have always enjoyed zealously advocating on 
behalf of people or for a particular issue.

	Before law school, I actually read things for pleasure and not just for work.

 My greatest talent as a lawyer is being able to communicate with people with-
out resorting to legalese.

	My greatest accomplishment as a lawyer is successfully prosecuting a case over 
the course of five years all the way from a Lewis County District Court trial 
to the Washington Supreme Court: State v. Stephen C. Johnson.

	In my practice, I work on maintaining organized client files and keeping up to 
speed on clients’ cases. It is of the utmost importance.

Shane O’Rourke
WSBA No. 39927

 I vote for Pedro. 

	If I had a time machine, I would replay every bad golf shot I have 
ever hit. 

	My first car was a Hyundai Elantra. 

	You should give this a try: Rocky Road ice cream with bacon and 
gummy bears.

	My dream trip would be golfing on all the greatest courses in 
the world. 

	My heroes are my father and mother. 

 If I have learned one thing in life, it is that you have no choice 
but to play the cards you are dealt as best you can.

I attended Gonzaga University followed by Brooklyn Law 
School. After law school, I became a deputy prosecutor at 
the Lewis County Prosecutor’s Office. During my time as a 
prosecutor I met my wife, Joely. Being married to another at-
torney, and at the time a fellow prosecutor, was at times very 
challenging because we spent far too much time talking and 
obsessing about work. However, it is also very rewarding, 
because your partner is able to relate to your work. I am now 
a private practitioner at the law firm of Buzzard & Associates 
in Centralia focusing on criminal defense and civil litiga-
tion. My wife and I live in Chehalis, where we raise our son.

 My career has surprised me by how much I have enjoyed practicing on both 
sides of the fence in criminal law. I have come to find that the old adage 
is true: you need quality representation on behalf of the prosecution and 
defendants for the criminal justice system to work properly.

 The best advice I have for new lawyers is push through the first few years. It 
gets easier.

	I wish that more lawyers would spend more time getting to know their fellow 
lawyers.

	If I could have tried one famous case, it would be the O.J. Simpson case.

 I absolutely can’t live without pizza.

	If I took one day off in the middle of the week, I would think about everything I 
was falling behind on at work.

	If I could do something over, it would be every bad golf shot I have ever played.

	My favorite place in the Pacific Northwest is San Juan Island, where my wife 
and I got married.

	This is on my bucket list: taking my wife and son all around Ireland and visit-
ing all of my family there.

	This makes me roll my eyes: when attorneys argue directly with each other in 
open court or are otherwise unprofessional.

	This makes me smile: winning at just about anything. 

	My worst habit is being a horrible loser at board games. 

	My best habit is being an amazing winner at board games. 
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Mark your calendar now for a monumental CLE

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014

12:55–4:45 p.m.

4 CLE Credits

November marks the 
anniversary of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, a law that affected 
the nation’s social fabric. Join 
the WSBA and the Civil Rights 
Section for a CLE that includes:

• A brief historical context 
for the passage of the Act.

• Examination of the 
provisions of the act 50 
years later.

• Overview of ongoing 
efforts in providing equality 
in employment rights, 
women’s rights, disability 
rights, gay rights, and 
immigrant rights across the 
country.

• Views from agency 
practitioners, civic leaders, 
and the judiciary on context 
for passage of the law and 
strides achieved in equality.

• Review of current 
legislation and litigation.

• Reflections on what is yet 
to be accomplished under 
the Act.

Don’t miss this opportunity to get a thorough understanding of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and its continuing impact on all areas of law. 

Register today at www.wsbacle.org. Enter 15807 in the Search field.

Brought to you by the WSBA in partnership with the WSBA Civil Rights Section

WSBA Conference Center, Seattle
Webcast option available
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CNA understands the potential risks lawyers face every day. Since 1961, our

Lawyers Professional Liability Program has helped firms manage risk with a

full range of insurance products, programs and services, and vigorous legal

defense when it’s needed. As part of an insurance organization with over

$60 billion in assets and an “A” rating from A.M. Best, we have the financial

strength you can count on.

See how we can protect your firm by contacting John Chandler

at 800-767-0650.

As part of the USI family, only Kibble & Prentice can offer you the benefits

of WSBA-sponsored professional liability insurance. We are dedicated to

handling the professional insurance needs of Washington State lawyers.

125,000 lawyers are expert
witnesses to our reputation.

We’re the
nation’s largest

provider of
legal liability

protection.

www.lawyersinsurance.com
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Ranked Tier 1 
in the Seattle 
Metro in 
the fi eld of 
Family Law

206.625.9600  |  seattle  |  tacoma  |  portland  |  mckinleyirvin.com

THE REGION’S PREMIER 
FAMILY LAW FIRM
Over the past two decades, McKinley Irvin has distinguished 

itself as one of the premier family law fi rms in the Pacifi c 

Northwest. Our attorneys, like Gordon Wilcox, are known for 

their relentless pursuit of successful results. But perhaps our 

most noted distinction is our steadfast commitment to 

protecting what our clients value most.

family law clients face 
a challenging ordeal. 
i believe in giving each 
client the highest 
level of support and in 
making a thoughtful, 
strategic plan for 
resolving their case.
- Gordon Wilcox, Of Counsel. Selected 
as one of The Best Lawyers in America® 
in the fi eld of family law, 1987-2015.
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