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Thanks to our amazing staff and the superb volunteers who gave their time in 
2015 to SGB/LBAW’s monthly free legal clinic at El Centro de la Raza. Because of 
your dedication, the legal clinic was not only a resounding success but SGB, along 
with LBAW and El Centro de la Raza, were also recipients of the WSBA Pro Bono 
Award for work done in the community with the clinic.
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A Great Human Being

What a terrific article about Elizabeth 
Bracelin (“Elizabeth Bracelin: Break-
ing Ground and Glass Ceilings,” OCT 
2015 NWLawyer). Betty was a great 
friend of mine whom I will never for-
get. She was superstar lawyer, but best 
of all, she had a world-class personal-
ity and sense of humor. Her many 
accomplishments as an attorney and 
for the Bar Association are too numer-
able to mention. I best remember her 
as a great human being.

Gar Jeffers, Wenatchee

On a Positive Note

In Michael Heatherly’s interview of 
himself (NOV 2015 NWLawyer), he 
revealed how rarely NWLawyer re-
ceives positive comments regarding 
articles. I’d like to share, then, how 
grateful I was to read Dan Satterberg’s 
“10 Ways Washington State Should 
Begin Criminal Justice Reform” in 
the October issue. Satterberg’s article 
was thoughtful, well-researched, and 
provided specific, concrete steps to 
take towards fixing our over-incar-
ceration problem. I’ve shared and 
talked about it with many friends and 
colleagues. Thank you for printing 
it. And thank you for the reminder to 
provide feedback about the positive 
things in life, not just the negative.

Tina E. Poley, Olympia
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Attorney Timothy Parker

GTH is pleased to announce that  
Timothy Parker has joined the firm as 
an associate. Mr. Parker brings his 5 years 
of legal experience to the Defense and  
Product Liability Litigation team in GTH’s  
Seattle office and will focus his practice  
primarily on personal property and 
bodily injury insurance defense.

Seattle: 206.676.7500gth-law.com

Strategic Allies

Tim Parker WSBA Announcement 4.75x3.375_F.indd   1 10/16/15   11:09 AM

Redfin Rebuttal

I was disappointed reading the 
 NWLawyer article (“Redfin is Cheaper 
and Better than a Real Estate Agent. 
Will You Be the Redfin of Legal?,” 
OCT 2015 NWLawyer) wherein Greg 
McLawsen promotes Redfin, despite 
his lacking sufficient experience to 
understand even his own transaction.

McLawsen states that Redfin only 

charged him a 3% commission. Redfin’s 
website indicates they charge sellers 
4.5–5%. Given what was offered buyers’ 
brokers, the only way Redfin charged 
3% would be by mistake. Even if 6% 
were the best he could do elsewhere, 
the “savings” at 4.5% would be less than 
the difference in sales price from many 
other causes, including selection of 
broker. Picking a broker based on such 
a small difference is being penny wise 

and pound foolish, and would be like 
picking a PI attorney based on a 1.5% 
lower contingent fee.

As to list price, McLawsen claims 
another broker suggested a lower price 
than Redfin, using another likely ex-
aggerated number the other broker 
denies. Apparently McLawsen sold his 
home without understanding that sell-
ers set price, not brokers. In any case, 
both brokers interviewed likely intend-
ed to use an “offer review date” so the 
property could be exposed to buyers at 
a lower price, hoping to obtain multiple 
offers. Understanding how list price is 
set and listing strategies, any pricing 
benefit is completely illusory.

My main reason for responding to 
the article was the most misleading 
claim made, that Redfin brokers some-
how offer superior service over other 
brokerages. Just as is the case with 
lawyers and law firms, there are good 
and bad brokers at virtually every real 
estate brokerage, including Redfin. 
Undoubtedly McLawsen could have ob-
tained as good or better services else-
where, and even greater net proceeds.

Finally, my aim is not to be critical of 
Redfin, which has some great brokers, 
but instead WSBA’s publication of an 
“infomercial” without fact-checking. 
Better care should be taken when an ar-
ticle outside an author’s area of practice 
is submitted.

 
Kary L. Krismer, Renton

Author Greg McLawsen responds: 
Mr. Krismer’s main beef is with my 
“most misleading claim” that I expe-
rienced better customer service with 
Redfin than I did with a traditional 
agent. But it’s not up to brokers, or at-
torneys, to decide if they offer great 
customer service — it’s up to consum-
ers. Redfin brings a level of sophistica-
tion that is a real game-changer, and 
this sophistication is coming soon to 
a legal services industry near you. For 
lawyers, it’s not going to be enough for 
us to answer phone calls and return 
emails. We’re going to be competing 
with savvy, well-funded players with 
entire Client Happiness departments. 
Players who leave their customers so 
impressed that they write “infomer-
cials” for the firm … without even get-
ting paid. NWL
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ANGIE MARSHLAIN
Ms. Marshlain defends private and 
public entities, including school 
districts, cities, counties, and fire 
districts. Angie has played an 
integral role in the development 
of the School Law practice.  She 
has been crucial to the firm in 
her long-standing commitment 
to support of new attorneys.

CURTIS LEONARD
Curtis has a strong reputation 
and presence in the school law 
community. As a former District 
employee, Mr. Leonard has a 
unique understanding of the 
complex issues facing school 
districts. He brings a client-focused 
approach and is passionate 
about advocating for schools.

 

KEITH TALBOT
Mr. Talbot’s practice focuses upon 
complex litigation and general 
liability defense. He has played 
a crucial role in coordinating 
the firm’s representation of 
communities of faith. In addition, 
his leadership within the Asian 
Bar Association is well-founded.

 

SEAN JACKSON
Sean Jackson has been with the firm 
since its founding. Mr. Jackson’s 
practice focuses on the representation 
of public and private entities involved 
in civil litigation, with a particular 
emphasis on employment law 
matters and commercial general 
liability insurance defense. 

MIKE PATTERSON AWARDED THE GOLDEN GAVEL
Founding principal Michael A. Patterson was presented with the 2015 Golden Gavel Award, by the Washington Association of 
School Administrators recognizing outstanding and lasting contributions to public education in the state of Washington. It is  
the highest award given for an attorney and joins a long list of awards for Mr. Patterson including his recent Elizabeth Anne  
Seton Award given by the National Catholic Education Association for outstanding support and service to Catholic education.

TO SERVE OUR CLIENTS

WE ARE PROUD TO ENTER THE NEW YEAR WITH

FOUR NEW PRINCIPAL ATTORNEYS

. . . .

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=8&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pattersonbuchanan.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=8&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fpattersonbuchanan.com
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William D. Hyslop
WSBA President

President’sCorner

The WSBA Board of 
Governors is reviewing 
the report and recom-
mendations 
from the Es-

calating Cost of Civil 
Litigation (ECCL) Task 
Force. We all have a role 
in helping to preserve ac-
cess to justice (ATJ) for 
the public we attorneys 
serve. As the cost of civil 
litigation rises, more are 
excluded from being able 
to walk in the courthouse 
doors. The cost of the 
process has a substan-
tive effect upon whether 
litigants even access the 
system, whether they can 
take their dispute to trial 
or not, and whether the 
cost forces decisions that 
diminish the effectiveness 
and fairness of our justice 
system.

The Justice Gap
Last month, I wrote about the 2015 
Civil Legal Needs Update Study. That 
report tells us that approximately 70% 
of low-income individuals have civil 
legal problems, and that 82% of those 
are not served with the help of an at-
torney. Worse yet, it tells us that these 
individuals have an average of nine 
civil issues a year. My message was 
that we all need to be aware of this, we 
need to learn what we are doing today 
as a profession, and we need to deter-
mine how we can do more. The prom-
ise of “Equal Justice Under Law,” the 
words emblazoned above the entrance 

to the U.S. Supreme Court, cannot be 
achieved unless you and I each get 
involved, unless our WSBA is maxi-

mizing its impact, and unless each and 
every other member of the access to 
justice community works together.

The justice gap is not just a Wash-
ington state issue. It is a national prob-
lem. For our Washington State Bar 
Association, access to justice is truly 
a core value. The WSBA abides by five 
guiding principles that help advance 
our mission. “Access to the justice 
system” is one of those, with a stated 
focus that the WSBA needs to “pro-
vide training and leverage community 
partnerships in order to enhance a cul-
ture of service for lawyers to give back 
to their communities, with a particular 
focus on services to underserved low 
and moderate income people.”

The Effects of the Rising 
Cost of Litigation
However, that is just part of the picture. 

Clearly, providing legal 
services to those who are 
underserved is critical. 
But working to ensure that 
those served by our legal 
system are not gradu-
ally excluded by the cost 
of representation is also of 
great importance.

The introduction to the 
Escalating Cost of Civil 
Litigation Task Force re-
port sums up the issue:

The price of a lawsuit 
is high and growing 
higher. How costly and 
the history and rate of 
growth are difficult to 
measure directly, but 
lawyers — the indi-
viduals best positioned 

to witness the trend and effect 
of civil litigation costs — over-
whelmingly report a problem. 
In a nationwide survey of 800 
lawyers, the American Bar Asso-
ciation found 80% reported that 
civil litigation costs have become 
prohibitive.1 Focusing only on 
members of its litigation section, 
a second ABA survey found that 
81% of approximately 3,300 re-
spondents believe that litigation 
is too expensive, and 89% believe 
litigation costs are dispropor-
tional for small cases.2 The WSBA 
surveyed its members in 2009, 
receiving 2,309 responses. 75% 
of those responding agreed (39%) 

The Rising Cost of Litigation 
and Access to Justice
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Bill Hyslop is the WSBA 
president and can be reached at 
 whyslop@lukins.com.

or strongly agreed (36%) that the 
cost of litigation has grown pro-
hibitive.

A 2013 survey by the National Cen-
ter for State Courts put a price tag on 
civil litigation, with eye-opening results: 
the median cost of civil litigation ranged 
from $43,000 for automobile cases, 
the least expensive category of case 
surveyed, to $122,000 for malpractice 
cases.3 Those figures are only for the 

have worked tirelessly to study the jus-
tice system in Washington. Over 500 
Bar members responded to a survey; 
most of them self-identified as experi-
enced litigators. Six subcommittees ad-
dressed specialized areas. These Task 
Force and subcommittee members con-
sidered court rules and pilot projects 
from jurisdictions around the country, 
and they reviewed reports and stud-
ies by institutions such as the National 
Center for State Courts, the Institute for 

recommendations adopted by the Court 
will then result in a special rule-drafting 
group preparing proposed civil rules 
implementing those recommendations. 
The Court would then consider the pro-
posed additions or changes to the civil 
rules. The process will be slow and de-
liberate for good reason in order that the 
best result may be achieved.

Your Thoughts and 
Suggestions are Invited
A copy of the report can be found at 
the WSBA ECCL Task Force webpage.4 
While significant input from multiple 
organizations has already been received 
and evaluated by the Task Force, the 
Board of Governors always welcomes 
input from all members. Your sugges-
tions and views may be emailed to eccl@
wsba.org.

A few thoughts as this process moves 
forward. What can be done to impact the 
cost of civil litigation in Washington? 
What changes to our system of litiga-
tion are achievable while preserving the 
impartiality and fairness of the process? 
Are we able to look beyond the way we 
have always done things? Are we willing 
to consider alternative approaches that 
help our clients reach results faster or in 
a less costly manner?

You and I are each stewards of our 
justice system. Access to that system is 
essential for all, regardless of financial 
ability or otherwise. Let’s make sure our 
system of justice is the best it can be for 
everyone. NWL

NOTES
 1. Stephanie Francis Ward, “Pulse of the Legal 

Profession,” 93 ABA Journal, 30, 31 (Oct. 
2007).

 2. ABA Section of Litigation Member Survey 
on Civil Practice: Full Report 2 (2009).

 3. Paula Hannaford-Agor and Nicole L. Wa-
ters, Nat’l Ctr. for State Courts, “Estimating 
the Cost of Civil Litigation” (2013), avail-
able at www.courtstatistics.org/~/media/
microsites/files/csp/data%20pdf/csph_on-
line2.ashx.

4.  w w w . w s b a . o r g / l e g a l - c o m m u n i t y/
committees-boards-and-other-groups/
escalating-cost-of-civil-litigation-task-force.

YOU AND I ARE EACH STEWARDS OF OUR JUSTICE 

SYSTEM. ACCESS TO THAT SYSTEM IS ESSENTIAL 
FOR ALL, REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL ABILITY OR 
OTHERWISE. 

average case — at the 75th percentile, 
the cost of an automobile case rises to 
$109,000, and a malpractice suit to 
$328,000. As these prices go up, plain-
tiffs and their attorneys will be more 
cautious in bring cases they believe are 
meritorious, and defendants will be less 
able to defend themselves. 

As that same introduction to the 
ECCL report states:

If litigation costs grow increasingly 
prohibitive, more individuals with 
meritorious claims will be unable to 
pay the price necessary to vindicate 
their rights, and more defendants 
will be forced to abandon valid de-
fenses because of the costs for as-
serting them. Reining in civil litiga-
tion costs means increasing access 
to the civil justice system for all.

Are we willing to do something 
about this problem? Surely, we must 
preserve the values and fairness of 
the justice system, but the ECCL Task 
Force reports that we can preserve 
those principles and at the same time 
address the cost of the system.

The Escalating Cost of Civil 
Litigation Report
The ECCL Task Force was chartered by 
the WSBA Board of Governors in 2011. 
Since then, over 50 WSBA members 
from all walks of practice and judges 
from every level of our court system 

the Advancement of the American Legal 
System, and the Public Law Research 
Institute, along with dozens of scholarly 
articles. Input on and review of draft 
recommendations were sought from 
litigation-related sections of the WSBA, 
the access to justice community, the mi-
nority bar associations, the Washington 
Association for Justice, the Washington 
Defense Trial Lawyers Association, and 
others. The Task Force met several times 
to discuss this input, which resulted in 
a number of changes incorporated into 
the Task Force’s recommendations.

The Task Force’s recommendations 
address nine different areas:

 1. Case scheduling and judicial as-
signments

 2. A two-tier case assignment sys-
tem

 3. Mandatory early disclosures and 
early discovery conferences

 4. Proportionality and cooperation
 5. E-discovery
 6. Motions practice
 7. Pretrial conferences
 8. District Court practice
 9. Alternate dispute resolution

After its extensive work, the Task 
Force’s final recommendations will now 
be considered by the WSBA Board of 
Governors. Ultimately, the Board will 
determine whether and what to forward 
to the Washington Supreme Court for 
its consideration. It is contemplated that 
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“There are only two seasons – winter and baseball.” –BillVeeck

Off-seasongreetingsfromMark,Donovan&MichaelatJohnsonFlora

Bill Veeck was one of the most colorful owners in the history of major league baseball. 
During his ownership of the Cleveland Indians, St. Louis Browns and Chicago White Sox, he:

• Signed Larry Doby, the first African American to play in the American league. 

• Signed the shortest player ever, 3 foot 7 inch Eddie Gaedel. In Eddie’s sole at-bat before 
being banned by the commissioner, he walked on 4 pitches.

• Introduced “exploding scoreboards” and players’ names on the backs of their uniforms.

Veeck died in 1986 and was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1991.

25052ndAvenue,Suite500,Seattle,WA98121•T(206)386-5566F(206)682-0675•johnsonflora.com

Photo by Erik Drost used under CC BY 2.0; cropped & desaturated from original
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Each year, the Board of Gover-
nors appoints a new treasurer. I 
am honored to have been unan-
imously selected by my fellow 

governors to serve as your treasurer for 
fiscal year 2016. It has been my plea-
sure to serve on the Budget and Audit 
Committee of the Board of Governors 
for the past three years. I particularly 
want to thank my immediate predeces-
sor, Ken Masters, for his outstanding 
leadership as your treasurer last year. 
In this column, I’d like to introduce my-
self and identify some of the important 
policy decisions that the Board will 
make this year. 

Law is a second career for me. I went 
to law school after gaining business and 
management experience in the bank-
ing world, where I was responsible for 
strategic planning, budgeting, market-
ing, operations, security compliance, 
and customer service. One of the most 

fulfilling aspects of my banking career 
involved helping low-income people 
purchase their first homes. Through 
that work, I saw how the law can make 
a big difference in peoples’ lives. This, 
as well as a strong family dedicated to 
public service, drew me to the legal 
profession. 

I’ve been honored to spend my legal 
career helping people in need: as a law 
clerk for the Greater New Orleans Fair 
Housing Action Center; as a civil rights 
analyst for the City of Seattle; as a pro 
bono attorney for adoption, immigra-
tion, and dependency matters; and cur-
rently, as a deputy public defender in 
Skagit County. 

I’ve also made it a priority to give 
back to our profession. Extensive 
volunteer work for the WSBA, which 
includes serving on the Board and its 
Budget and Audit, Diversity, Perfor-
mance Review, and Court Rules and 
Procedures committees, has given me 
a deep understanding of, and apprecia-
tion for, the many wonderful programs 
supported by the WSBA budget. I am a 
fellow and advisory board member of 
one of those programs — the Washing-
ton Leadership Institute. I have also 
served as liaison to the Council on 
Public Defense, Northwest Indian Bar, 
Korean American Bar, and Criminal 
Law section. I am also involved in the 
Skagit County, Loren Miller, Latino/a 
Bar and Washington Defender As-

sociations, as well as the Washington 
Association of Criminal Defense Law-
yers. I bring the knowledge gained 
from all of these experiences in my 
service as your treasurer. 

During my term, the Board will 
make important policy decisions about 
the FY17 budget, 2018 license fees, 
and long-range planning to support 
the Bar’s exceptional programming, 
services, and operations well into the 
future. Throughout the year, I hope to 
provide insight and solicit your feed-
back on these and other fiscal issues 
that face the organization. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions.  NWL

Treasurer’s Report

by Karen Denise Wilson

At-large Gov-
ernor Karen 
Denise 
Wilson 
joined the 
WSBA Board 
of Governors 
in October 
2013. She was 
appointed 

treasurer in October 2015. Wilson is 
a deputy public defender with the 
Skagit County Public Defender’s 
office. She is a 2012 alumna of the 
Washington Leadership Institute 
and attended Tulane University 
Law School. She can be reached at 
bog@kdwilsonlaw.com.
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active links, a robust search engine, and the ability to share articles 
through social media, email, or a custom widget. You can download 
a PDF of the magazine which can be read aloud using a text-to-voice 
application. Check it out!
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SPEEDING TICKET? 
  TRAFFIC INFRACTION? 

CRIMINAL MISDEAMEANOR? 

Keep it off your record, Keep insurance costs down 

JEANNIE P. MUCKLESTONE, P. S. 

PO BOX 565 
Medina,Washington 98039 

(206) 623-3343
mucklestone@msn.com
www.mucklestone.com

     •     Successful Results 
• Extensive experience 
• Former Judge Pro Tem in King County 
• Featured in Vogue magazine May ’03 as a top  

lawyer for women in Washington 
• Front page of Seattle Times “Drivers fighting 

tickets and winning” June 1, 2006 
• Visa/Mastercard accepted 

jeannie@mucklestone.com
www.mucklestone.com
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THE SALISH SEA
& Surrounding Basin

The Salish Sea extends from the north end of the Strait 
of Georgia to the south end of Puget Sound and west 

to the mouth of the Strait of Juan de Fuca.

by Anna L. Endter
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D
id you know that when you gaze over Puget Sound 
from your office window, ride a ferry to the San Juan 
Islands, or go sea kayaking on the Strait of Georgia, 
you are engaging with the Salish Sea? The familiar 
waters in and around our state have a new name 
and an evolving identity as a complex and delicate 
marine ecosystem. The legal process that resulted

in the formal naming of the Salish Sea 
opened up the possibility for further 
study and environmental preservation 
of this “new” inland sea. 

Last year, I received an unusual re-
search request to track legal documen-
tation for how the newly named Salish 
Sea — the body of water encompass-
ing Puget Sound, the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca, and the Strait of Georgia — got its 
name. The geographic naming process 
turned out to be more complex than I 
imagined and involved as much law as 
it did culture, history, and ecology. Not 
much is written about how geographic 
naming works in our state and it was 
difficult to unravel the history of the 
Salish Sea. This article will explain how 
the geographic naming process works 
in Washington and at the federal level, 
using the Salish Sea as a contemporary 
example of how we regulate the names 
we give to the land and water around us. 

Names Have Power
There are many practical, even power-
ful, reasons why it’s important and nec-
essary to name the areas around us: to 
establish a sense of place and to offer 
stability and consistency to a region’s 
inhabitants, to describe geographical 
features and their relationships to other 
areas on the land and in the water, to 
honor our history and natural environ-
ment, and to put the world into context 
via maps and other recorded docu-
ments. Grounding ourselves in names, 
so to speak, is necessary if we want to 
describe where we are physically at any 

THE NAMING OF THE SALISH SEA
A Legal, Historical, and Cultural Exploration

moment in time. 
I discovered while researching the 

history of the Salish Sea that geograph-
ic naming has the potential to unite and 
describe special regions and geograph-
ic features for a greater purpose. In 
the case of the Salish Sea, giving these 
waters a name linked discrete but inter-
related inland waters into something 
more understandable and recognizable. 
Naming gave these waters a consistent 
and protectable identity, which can 
now be used as the basis for environ-
mental protection, study, and cultural 
awareness. But who gets to decide what 
names are applied to the water and land 
around us? In Washington, we have a 
state naming board that gets to decide. 
There is another naming board at the 
federal level. At the international level, 
there are also naming bodies, organiza-
tions, and policies. 

History of the Salish Sea
The Salish Sea is now the formal name 
for the inland waters off the coast of 
Washington and British Columbia. 
The name was officially approved for 
use in 2009 by the Washington Board 
on Geographic Names, the U.S. Board 
on Geographic Names, the Geographi-
cal Names Board of Canada, and the 
Cabinet of the Province of British Co-
lumbia. The name Salish Sea must ap-
pear on all state, federal, and Canadian 
maps and publications. These waters 
include Puget Sound, the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca, and the Strait of Georgia, and 
together are an integrated and delicate 

by Anna L. Endter
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ecosystem of saltwater, freshwater, and 
marine life. The Salish Sea does not re-
place any names already established — 
it is simply an inclusive way by which 
to refer to this network of waterways. 

Though the name Salish Sea was 
officially adopted in 2009, the effort 
to officially name these waters began 
much earlier with Professor Bert Web-
ber, a marine biologist from Western 
Washington University in Bellingham. 
In 1989, Webber submitted an applica-
tion to the Washington Board on Geo-
graphic Names to “raise conscious-
ness about taking care of the region’s 
waters and ecosystems.” Webber had 
been studying the area for some time 
and recognized a need to further 
analyze and protect the Salish Sea’s 
delicate ecosystem; to do so required 
that the area have a documented and 
consistent name. Webber proposed 
the name “Salish Sea” to honor Indian 
tribes from Washington and British 
Columbia who shared a historical con-
nection to the Coast Salish language 
and were the first peoples to live on the 
shores of this inland sea (www.wwu.
edu/salishsea/history.html). 

The Washington Board on Geo-
graphic Names denied Webber’s 1989 
request, indicating that the name did 
not have popular usage. Years passed, 
and the name slowly worked its way 
into use, including a formal recogni-
tion by the Coast Salish tribes in 2008. 
Other recognitions followed, and in late 
December 2008 Webber approached 
the Washington Board on Geographic 
Names and asked for reconsideration 
of his 1989 request. Professor Webber 
reminded the Board about his environ-
mental and preservation concerns and 
suggested that the time had come for a 
formal naming of the area. At the same 

time, Professor Webber also submitted 
an application to the British Columbia 
Geographical Names Office because 
the waters extend into Canadian terri-
tory (Id., see also Webber’s application 
and supporting documents, on file with 
the author).

Geographic Naming and the 
Legal Process 
In Washington, we have a Board and a 
Committee on Geographic Names that 
work together to evaluate, establish, 
and document our geographic names 
(RCW 43.30.291 and 43.30.292). The 
Board and Committee, as currently 
organized, were created in 2011, but 
Washington’s first official Board on 
Geographic Names was established 
in 1973, though our state’s practices 
regarding geographic naming began 
much earlier than the 1970s. The 1973 
Washington Board of Geographic 
Names automatically terminated 
in 1982 because of a sunset law. For 
approximately a year after that, the 
Board met informally and continued 
to make recommendations until it 
regained its legal authority. Later, in 
2010, the Board was eliminated en-
tirely because of budget concerns, but 
was reformed again in 2011, this time 
as a Board and a Committee (2011 
Wash. Sess. Laws 2664).

The current Board on Geographic 
Names is charged with establishing 
and standardizing official geographic 
names throughout the state of Wash-
ington. Specifically, the Board “coor-
dinates procedures and actions for 
naming, correcting, or renaming geo-
graphical features, as well as coordi-
nating between local, state, and feder-
al agencies [to] retain the significance, 
spelling, spirit and essence of names 

associated with the early history of 
Washington.” The Board has the au-
thority to establish official names “for 
the lakes, mountains, streams, places, 
towns, and other geographic features 
within the state.” The Board also has 
the final say on geographic names and 
makes decisions based on recommen-
dations received from the Committee 
(RCW 43.30.291). 

The current Washington State Com-
mittee on Geographic Names’ role is 
to collect geographic name propos-
als from Washington citizens and to 
make recommendations to the Board 
about these proposals. The Commit-
tee is required to meet twice annually 
to review name proposals for features 
located within the state. The Commit-
tee’s main duties are to 1) serve as the 
contact for geographic name propos-
als; 2) request and collect comments 
related to geographic name propos-
als; and 3) make recommendations to 
the Washington Board on Geographic 
Names. The naming criteria, as set 
forth in the RCW and in the Wash-
ington Board’s Naming Guidelines, 
require, among other things, that 
proposed names be dominant in local 
usage and strongly supported by local 
residents, significant to the early his-
tory of Washington state, conform to 
the “flavor” of the other names in the 
area, and not be derogatory or defama-
tory (RCW 43.30.294 and the Board’s 
Naming Guidelines). 

When the Washington Board votes 
to approve a geographic name pro-
posal, the name becomes “official” 
for use on all state maps, records, 
documents, and other publications 
(RCW 43.30.291). The Board’s meet-
ing minutes document its actions re-
garding individual name proposals. 
The RCW also requires that all geo-
graphic names approved by the Board 
be published in the Washington State 
Register, but this is an after-the-fact 
requirement; though approved geo-
graphic names will eventually appear 
on a list published in the Register, this 
does not appear to serve as the actual 
approval. The Board’s Naming Guide-
lines also state that names approved 
by the Board must also be published in 
the Washington Administrative Code 
(RCW 43.30.294).

In the case of the Salish Sea, the 

WEBBER HAD BEEN STUDYING THE AREA FOR 

SOME TIME AND RECOGNIZED A NEED TO FURTHER 

ANALYZE AND PROTECT THE SALISH SEA’S DELICATE 

ECOSYSTEM; TO DO SO REQUIRED THAT THE AREA 

HAVE A DOCUMENTED AND CONSISTENT NAME.

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=16&exitLink=www.wwu.edu%2Fsalishsea%2Fhistory.html
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Committee on Geographic Names did 
not publish a list of names in the Wash-
ington Register that included the Sal-
ish Sea until August 2014, nearly five 
years after it was approved. Likewise, 
the Salish Sea did not appear in the Ap-
pendix to the Washington Administra-
tive Code, Chapter 237-990, until the 
same time the list of approved names 
was published in the Register in Au-
gust 2014. Until the 2014 update, the 
last WAC list of approved names was 
published in 2008 (14-18-002 Wash. 
Reg. (Aug. 20, 2014)).

At the time that I was researching 
the Salish Sea, I was also serving as 
the WSBA appointee to the Washing-
ton Statute Law Committee. I asked 
the Code Reviser’s Office to update 
the Appendix of Geographic Names in 
the WAC because the last publication 
was in 2008 and the Salish Sea did 
not appear on it. The Code Reviser’s 
Office worked with the Committee on 
Geographic Names to get an updated 
list that it then published in August 
2014. This lag in publication was but 
one wrinkle in my effort to track down 
official, legal documentation for the 
creation of the name Salish Sea and 
unraveling what happened with this 
particular naming. 

U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names
Once the Washington Board on Geo-
graphic Names approved the name 
Salish Sea, the associated file (which 
contained the Board’s Minutes, public 
comments about the name, and so on) 
was forwarded to the United States 
Board on Geographic Names, another 
layer in the naming process. Once the 
U.S. Board receives a file from a state, 
it goes through a similar review pro-
cess, and, if a name is approved for of-
ficial federal use, it will be included in 
the national Geographic Names Infor-
mation System (GNIS) as well as on all 
related federal maps and publications.

The U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names is responsible for standardiz-
ing and maintaining geographic name 
usage throughout the federal govern-
ment. It provides the official names 
for use in all federal government pub-
lications, including maps, websites, 
and documents. Like the Washington 
Board, the U.S. Board does not create 

5 Once Washington approves a name, 
it goes to the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names for consideration at the federal 
level. If adopted, the name will also 
appear on all federal maps and other 
publications and in the Geographic 
Names Information System.

BELLEVUE, (King County). A French term meaning 
“beautiful view” was selected by a post office naming 
committee in the early 1880s, purportedly because 
of the community’s excellent view toward the 
Olympic Mountains. 

MESA, MEE-suh (Franklin County). The town 
name is a misnomer in two respects. Its origin 
is the Spanish word mesa (pronounced MAY-
suh), meaning “table land.” Not only is the 
pronunciation altered locally, but the town is 
situated on rather low flat land surrounded by 
hills rather than on a steep-walled plateau. 

SEQUIM, SKWIM (Clallam County). Name derived from the 
Indian word such-e-kwai-ing, meaning “quiet water.” 

VADER, VAY-der (Lewis County). The town’s original name, Little Falls, 
duplicated that of another community served by the Northern Pacific 
Railway. The Northern Pacific suggested Sopenah; the townsfolk 
countered with Toronto. Finally the matter was referred to the state 
legislature in 1913, and as a compromise the town was named to honor 
an elderly German who was one of the early settlers. Mr. Vader was 
not flattered, but outraged, and promptly moved to Florida. 

Phillips, James W., Washington State Place Names © 1971. Reprinted with 
permission of the University of Washington Press.

Have you ever thought about naming 
your local creek or stream? Here’s 
how you’d do it >

What’s in a name? Origins of some 
Washington state place names >

1 Find an unnamed geographic feature.

2 Complete a Geographic Name 
Application, including the proposed 
name, history of the feature and 
justification for why your name should 
be adopted.

3 Wait for the Washington Committee 
and Board on Geographic Names to make 
a decision about your application.

4 If your name is approved, it 
will appear on all state maps and 
publications and be published in the 
Washington Register. 
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or establish geographic names, it ap-
proves or rejects names proposed by 
others in accordance with the Board’s 
policies and procedures. The Board’s 
authority only applies to the federal 
government and its decisions are not 
binding outside of the federal govern-
ment. Practically speaking, however, 
its decisions and standards are almost 
always followed by state and local 
governments and other mapmaking 
organizations. There is a practical rea-
son for this: the Board maintains the 
Geographic Names Information Sys-
tem (GNIS), the online database for all 
official geographic names. 

The GNIS is the official repository 
of domestic geographic names infor-
mation, and contains the “federally 
recognized name of each feature and 
defines the feature location by state, 
county, USGS topographic map, and 
geographic coordinates. Other at-
tributes include names or spellings 
other than the official name, feature 
designations, feature classification, 
historical and descriptive information, 
and for some categories the geometric 
boundaries” (The United States Board 
on Geographic Names, “Getting the 
Facts Straight”). The GNIS serves as 
the national authority on names and it’s 
the most consistent and official names 
database that people can consult.

The U.S. Board was originally cre-
ated in 1890 and established, in its 
current form, in 1947 by Public Law 
No. 80-242. The Board’s website ex-
plains that the “original program of 
names standardization addressed the 
complex issues of domestic geograph-
ic feature names during the surge of 
exploration, mining, and settlement of 

western territories after the American 
Civil War.” Surveyors, scientists, and 
mapmakers, in particular, required 
uniform names. Inconsistencies on 
maps became such a serious problem 
that “President Benjamin Harrison 
signed an Executive Order establish-
ing the Board and giving it author-
ity to resolve unsettled geographic 
names questions.” Over time, the 
Board’s work has expanded to include 
standardization of foreign, Antarctic, 
and undersea feature names (www.
geonames.usgs.gov). 

Before the development of the mod-
ern GNIS system, official names were 
published in a gazetteer, which was es-
sentially a printed list of all approved 
geographic names. Not surprisingly, 
this became unwieldy and difficult to 
maintain. The GNIS system was devel-
oped as the replacement for a printed 
gazetteer and is freely searchable for 
anyone with access to the Internet.

The U.S. Board’s Involvement 
with the Salish Sea 
As already explained, the Washington 
Board on Geographic Names approved 
the name Salish Sea at its Board meet-
ing on Oct. 30, 2009. As far as I can 
tell, the minutes from that meeting 
serve as the official documentation for 
the approval because publication in 
the WAC and the Register was simply 
a formality that did not happen until 
nearly five years after the name was 
adopted. Once the Washington Board 
approved the name, the Board sent the 
file to the U.S. Board of Geographic 
Names for its review. The U.S. Board 
on Geographic Names then approved 
the name Salish Sea for federal use at 
its Nov. 12, 2009, meeting. As with the 
Washington Board, the minutes from 
the U.S. Board’s meeting appear to 
serve as the official record of approval. 
Once approved by the U.S. Board, the 
Salish Sea was included in the GNIS 
(you can locate the record by doing 
a simple domestic names search for 
“Salish Sea”).

British Columbia and Canada 
Geographical Names
This story would not be complete with-
out some discussion of the role that 
British Columbia and Canada had in 
the naming of the Salish Sea. Indeed, 

Webber recognized that his proposal 
to name the Salish Sea included Ca-
nadian waters and submitted an ap-
plication to the British Columbia Geo-
graphical Names Office at the same 
time he asked the Washington Board to 
reconsider his 1989 request. Because 
the Salish Sea is a “transboundary fea-
ture,” the Geographical Names Board 
of Canada also reviewed the request 
and agreed to the name in principle 
in August 2009 pending approval by 
all interested parties. The required 
approvals came from Washington, 
the United States, and British Colum-
bia, and British Columbia announced 
its official approval of the name in a 
“Speech from the Throne” on Feb. 9, 
2010. Canada uses a database called 
“Canadian Geographical Names Data 
Base” that appears to operate much 
like the United States’ GNIS.

What’s in a Name?
Much like the sea itself and its com-
plex ecosystem, so too is the process 
of geographic naming. In the case of 
the Salish Sea, naming these waters 
was an important first step for further 
study and protection of this area and 
an opportunity to recognize the area’s 
first inhabitants. I hope that this ar-
ticle can be a starting point for those 
who need to do this kind of research or 
who are interested in proposing a geo-
graphic name. NWL
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ian at the 
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ing a law 
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THIS STORY WOULD NOT 

BE COMPLETE WITHOUT 

SOME DISCUSSION OF 

THE ROLE THAT BRITISH 

COLUMBIA AND CANADA 

HAD IN THE NAMING OF 

THE SALISH SEA.
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T
he industry of unmanned 
aircraft systems (UAS) 
— or, in everyday terms, 
“drones” — has for a long 

time been the province of mili-
tary and government entities both 
abroad and domestically. More re-
cently, drones have been used rec-
reationally. In the last few years, 
utilization of drones has expanded 
to everything from aerial pho-
tography to monitoring wildlife. 
Presently, we are on the cusp of a 
large-scale increase in the number 
of drones in our skies. Whether or 
not we are prepared for the impli-
cations of the drone industry re-
mains to be seen.

The Regulations, or the Lack 
Thereof
In the 2012 Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) Modernization and 
Reform Act, protections were outlined 
for the recreational use of unmanned 
“model aircraft.” These regulations did 
not authorize business or commercial 
use. The act also gave the FAA a dead-
line of Sept. 30, 2015, to achieve “safe 
integration of civil unmanned aircraft 
systems into the national airspace sys-
tem.” Though this deadline is one that 
the FAA didn’t meet, proposed rules for 
commercial use of small drones were 
issued in February 2015.

Prior to issuance of the proposed 
rules, the FAA had issued waivers for 
governmental use of drones to public 
agencies and organizations (firefight-
ing, border patrol, search and rescue, 
etc). As of this year, the FAA has begun 
issuing, on a case-by-case basis, waiver 
authorizations for civil commercial use 
subject to certain regulations. 

The proposed rules include require-
ments such as limiting the weight of 
drones to 55 pounds, that the drones 
must remain in the operator’s visual line 
of sight, and that their air space is lim-
ited to 500 feet or below. The proposed 
rules do not apply to aircraft transport-

The Emerging Rise of the 
Unmanned Aircraft 

System Industry 
Regulations, Risks, and Liabilities

by Thomas Lether
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ing property or people for compensation, 
which constitute “air carrier operations” 
and are subject to more stringent regu-
lations. The FAA has, however, invited 
comment on allowing this in future reg-
ulations. Further, no drone may be flown 
over people not directly involved in its 
operation unless covered by a structure. 
The proposed rules leave much to be 
desired, especially for companies like 
Amazon, who are proposing product de-
livery by drones. Currently Amazon has 
been granted an experimental authori-
zation to test its drone delivery service, 
but the proposed regulations present 
significant hurdles before packages are 
being dropped on our doorsteps.

Regarding the rules that govern 
drone use, the question remains as 
to whether operators will be subject 
to FAA regulations or state regula-
tions. Amazon has come out with a 
firm stance that only FAA regulations 
should apply. Paul Misener, the e-
commerce retailer’s vice president for 
global public policy, stated in written 
testimony released by a U.S. House of 
Representatives oversight committee, 
“Uniform federal rules must apply. 
Given the interstate nature of drone 
operations, states and localities must 
not be allowed to regulate drones that 
the FAA has authorized, including with 
respect to airspace, altitude, purpose of 
operations, performance and operator 
qualifications.”1

Unfortunately for Amazon and other 
potential users, due to the slow progres-
sion of FAA rules, many states already 
have pending legislation regarding the 
use of drones.

The Unknown Implications
While the expanded use of drones has 
tremendous promise to revolutionize a 
number of industry practices, as well as 
huge economic potential (upwards of 
$80 billion, according to an April 2013 
economic study by the Association for 
Unmanned Vehicle Systems Interna-
tional), there are still many unanswered 
questions about the impacts of increas-
ing numbers of drones in our skies.

Some of the essential questions that 
remain surround the broad integration 
of civil commercial drone uses and 
whether they will be subject to FAA and 
state regulations. There are significant 
concerns over the use of the airspace 

above private property, privacy con-
cerns, and the issue of liability insur-
ance. The issue of insurance coverage 
for drones is linked to many unan-
swered questions. Will the FAA issue 
insurance requirements with their pro-
posed rules (the current proposed rule 
doesn’t include any such requirement)? 
Will state insurance commissions is-
sue individual state insurance require-
ments? Will private property owners 
gain expanded rights to the airspace 

above them? Will insurance companies 
create or modify homeowners and com-
mercial liability policies to include or 
exclude coverage for claims arising out 
of the use of drones?

Insurers’ Utilization of Drones 
and Risk Assessment
As of Sept. 14, 2015, there were as 
many as 1,546 exemption authoriza-
tions issued for the civil commercial 
use of drones. Many of the exemp-

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=21&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pwrlk.com
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tions granted have stated insurance 
claims assessment in their required 
listing of operations they will perform. 
Exemptions have been granted to at 
least three insurers. American Family 
Mutual Insurance Company has listed 
their operations as photography and re-
search and development in catastrophe 
response. Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Company and State Farm Mutual Au-
tomobile Insurance Company obtained 
exemptions to perform aerial home and 
business roof inspections. Insurance 
companies, as with other industries, 
will no doubt see safety and efficiency 
benefits with the ability to send a drone 
to do the work that once required an ac-
tual person. This includes the ability to 
assess a property or respond to a catas-
trophe. With the implementation of the 
proposed regulations, we will likely see 
a significant increase in the number of 
insurers themselves and other entities 
utilizing drone technology in insur-
ance claims assessments.

The potential exposures to the in-
surer which arise from the utilization 

of drones are significant, both in cover-
age for the drone itself and in liability. 
Drones present exposures both in their 
potential for property damage and per-
sonal injury but also in their potential 
threat to individual privacy. Drones are 
often outfitted with cameras with in-
frared or facial-recognition technology 
and this ability to collect unsolicited 
data presents the potential for claims 
involving invasion of privacy.

Insurers’ ability to adequately as-
sess the risk and write policies to cover 
these exposures will require signifi-
cantly more information than may be 
available. Insurers will need to know 
things such as takeoff and landing loca-
tions of drones, whether they are oper-
ating over populated areas, the value of 
what is being transported, etc. 

Most standard commercial and prop-
erty policies exclude aviation risks. For 
example, most general liability insurance 
policies exclude bodily injury or property 
damage resulting from the ownership, 
maintenance or use of aircraft. This 
would arguably include drones. Addition-
ally, homeowners’ policies exclude cover-
age for business or commercial activities. 
For example, a standard liability exclu-
sion provides as follows:

BUSINESS OWNERS LIABILITY 
COVERAGE FORM 
  
 B. Exclusions 
   . . .  
 g) Aircraft, Auto or Watercraft

In addition, most property policies 
also exclude coverage for property 
damage involving aircraft. For exam-
ple, a standard property exclusion pro-
vides as follows:

BUSINESS OWNERS SPECIAL 
PROPERTY COVERAGE FORM 
 . . .  
 B. Property Not Covered

 
a) Aircraft, automobiles, mo-
tor trucks and other vehicles 
subject to motor vehicle regis-
tration;

At least one specialty insurer in the 
United States is providing drone insur-
ance using aviation insurance forms. 
This insurance covers drones only for 

“approved coverage uses” (e.g., law en-
forcement, agriculture, land manage-
ment, videography) that are spelled out 
in the policy declarations.

At this time there is limited case law 
addressing drones specifically, not sim-
ply in the context of the applicability of 
insurance policies and their exclusions 
but the vast number of liabilities that 
increased drone utilization presents. 
We will likely be seeing a growing 
number of cases being litigated regard-
ing everything from drones causing 
property damage, personal injuries, 
invasions of privacy and the claims 
that arise from them, the applicability 
of existing insurance policies and the 
potential exclusion of drones, and at 
some point potentially whether drones 
data collecting ability constitute an un-
constitutional search under the Fourth 
amendment.

In summary, increasing use of drone 
technology in both the private and 
public sectors will certainly lead to in-
creased litigation and the development 
of new regulatory rules and case law. NWL  
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NOTE
 1. “Drones: The Next Generation of Com-

merce? Hearing before Comm. on Over-
sight and Government Reform, House of 
Representatives,” 114th Cong. 6 (2015), 
statement of Paul Misener, vice president 
for Global Public Policy, Amazon.com.
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by RaeLani Valaile

In 2014, the WSBA’s Young Lawyers Committee 
(WYLC) introduced the Local Leader Award to 
acknowledge new and young attorneys’ support 
to the public, their peers, and the profession. The 
award was presented during each quarter of the 
WSBA’s fiscal year to those with outstanding 

leadership, long-term service, or an extraordinary con-
tribution to their community. Recipients are nominated 
by their peers and then selected by a sub-committee of 
the WYLC. 

This year, the WYLC presents four individuals who 
embody these values. The following is a brief introduc-
tion to the recipients of the 2014–15 Local Leader Award.

ADA K. WONG
Ada Wong is the current president of the Vietnamese 
American Bar Association of Washington. She also sits on 
the executive board of the William L. Dwyer Inn of Court, 
whose mission is to foster excellence in professionalism, 
ethics, civility, and legal skills. As a University of Washing-
ton School of Law alum, Wong often volunteers as a mock 
trial coach for UW law students. When asked about Wong’s 
dedication to the legal industry, her nominator writes, 
“She’s always eager to give back to the legal profession and 
community when given the chance.”

Ada K. Wong is the owner and managing partner of 
AKW Law, PLLC located in the Northgate area of Seattle.

JOANNA P. BOISEN
Of Joanna Boisen’s leadership in the community, her nomi-
nator writes, “Joanna’s name is synonymous with leader-
ship. She is a well-respected and well-known leader in the 
public interest and pro bono communities.” An avid volun-
teer, Boisen serves on multiple boards including LAW Fund 
and the Campaign for Equal Justice. 

Boisen’s impact on the legal industry is one of purpose. 
As a founding member of the Holocaust Reparations Proj-
ect in Seattle, she was able to help over 100 Holocaust 
survivors attain reparations from Germany. She was also 
a vital team member behind creating the Court Appointed 

Special Advocates Native American Manual, which helps 
volunteer lawyers represent abused and neglected Native 
American children in court. 

Currently, Boisen is in collaboration with the King 
County Coalition Against Domestic Violence, the 
Sexual Assault Resource Center, and various domestic 
violence court advocates to create a new Domestic Vio-
lence Impact Project that will train lawyers to provide 
representation to victims of sexual assault (see “How to 
Save a Life,” JUN 2015 NWLawyer). 

Joanna P. Boisen is an attorney at Foster Pepper in 
Seattle. 

IAN FRANZEL
Ian Franzel’s commitment to service was firm before 
he went to law school. During his college years, Franzel 
worked for a convict rehabilitation program in Tacoma. He 
is also an alumnus of the AmeriCorps City Year program, 
working for a year as a teacher in the Washington, D.C., 
public school system. 

Franzel currently serves as a trustee of the King County 
Bar Association Young Lawyers Division and manages the 
KCBA’s public law clinic that provides legal assistance to 
pro se litigants. Franzel also regularly volunteers with the 
Housing Justice Program, a homelessness prevention pro-
gram providing accessible volunteer-based legal services 
for low-income tenants facing eviction in King County.

When asked how Franzel has contributed to the legal 
community, his nominator states, “Ian is what all new law-
yers should be: kind, generous with his time, and willing to 
drop everything to assist another new lawyer in need. He is 
more deserving of recognition for all that he does for other 
new lawyers and the public.” 

Ian Franzel is the owner of Franzel Law in Seattle.

AMBER M. RUSH
Amber Rush is the current president of the Clark 
County Bar Association Young Lawyers Division. As 
a law student at Gonzaga University School of Law, 
Rush founded the Family Law Attorney & Student Help 
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THE AWARD WINNERS (clockwise from top left): Ada K. Wong, Joanna P. Boisen, Amber Rush, 
Ian Franzel.

is to provide quality legal services 
at a reasonable rate. When asked 
if there’s anything else about Rush 
people should know, her nominator 
says, “Everything she does is in fur-
therance of improving the way legal 
services are delivered, and to better 
the profession.” 

Amber Rush is the founding 
partner of MRM Law Group, PLLC 
in Vancouver. NWL

(FLASH) program that connects 
law students with volunteer family 
law lawyers. Rush also volunteered 
regularly with the Spokane County 
Bar Association Volunteer Law-
yers Program (VLP) providing pro 
bono family law assistance to low-
income clients. 

After relocating to Vancouver, 
Washington, Rush opened MRM Law 
Group, PLLC, a practice whose focus 

ABOUT THE  
WASHINGTON YOUNG 
LAWYERS COMMITTEE
The Washington State Bar As-
sociation considers an active 
member a young or new law-
yer if at least one of the two 
criteria is met: 1) the member 
has been admitted to practice 
for fewer than five years (in 
any state), or 2) the member 
is under 36 years of age. The 
Washington Young Lawyers 
Committee reports to the 
Board of Governors. Commit-
tee members work to connect 
young lawyers to available 
resources and opportunities; 
provide feedback and ideas as 
liaisons to WSBA programs or 
entities; and work on projects 
to support new lawyers. 

Young|New Lawyers

raelani 
Valaile is 
the WSBA 
commu-
nications 
assistant 
and can be 
reached at 
raelaniv@
wsba.org.
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by James W. Gayton

I
’m sure we’ve all been 
there. The moment when, 
after you meet someone 
new, and the conversa-
tion invariably winds its 
way to the usual question, 
“So, what do you do for a 
living?” For me, this is of-
ten when I hesitate to say 
I’m an attorney (never a 

lawyer). I’m not concerned with being 
viewed as a bloodsucking parasite 
dragging this nation into some abyss, 
I’m just hoping to avoid a frequent re-
sponse: “So you’re a lawyer, huh? I got 
a joke for you.” The real problem I have 
with lawyer jokes isn’t their frequently 
demeaning nature. I like to think I 
have a pretty good sense of humor and 
try not to take these things personally 
or my profession too seriously.

My real problem is much simpler 
than that: I hear the same two or three 
jokes over and over and over again. 
Sometimes with some slight twist, but 
not enough to make the joke fresh or, 
more importantly, funny. They usu-
ally involve a large number of lawyers 
in some harrowing traffic or boating 
accident, followed by a lamentation 
that there were some empty seats on 
the doomed vessel. Get it? Lots of 
lawyers died. That’s funny! Too bad it 
wasn’t all of them. That’s also funny!

Not so much.
But here’s the thing: there are some 

really funny ones. Why don’t I meet 
people who know these? I have a cou-
ple that I like to tell, but I figured there 
had to be more and I don’t want to be 

the guy repeating the same joke. So I 
scoured the earth1 to find the funniest 
lawyer jokes and attorney humor. 

It was hard work, this humor re-
search. Much of what I found wasn’t 
funny, including many versions of the 
jokes described above. But I did find 
— and enjoy — a lot that were new to 
me and very funny, a good portion of 
which can’t be printed here. Overall, 
it was time well spent. I thought you 
might like to read them as well. 

I will not be so bold as to proclaim 
what follows to be the best lawyer 
jokes and funny anecdotes, but these 
are some of my favorites. If your fa-
vorite isn’t here, feel free to send it 
to me. I love a good joke, even if it’s 
partially at my expense.

LOWERING THE BAR
While there is no shortage of jokes 
about lawyers, there is also a great 
deal of humor for lawyers. Much of 
it exists in the form of blogs by legal 

professionals, but only one of those 
blogs has been named to the ABA 
Journal Blawg 100 Hall of Fame.

Lowering the Bar is that one. “Low-
ering the Bar’s Kevin Underhill has 
been making us laugh . . . since 2010 
with his legal musings.”2 What is in-
cluded in this blog is a rather large 
and varied collection of actual cases, 
laws, and news stories with (obvi-
ously) a legal bent. Categories include 
DSUWI (Driving Something Unusual 
While Intoxicated), Inmates Keep-
ing Busy, and Assorted Stupidity. I’m 
confident that no matter what area of 
law you practice in — or if you don’t 
practice at all — you will find lots here 
to put a smile on your face.

THANKS, DAN
One of the benefits of YouTube and 
other social media is they create a 
new avenue for attorneys and firms 
that could not otherwise afford televi-
sion commercials to advertise (within 

A Priest, an Engineer, and a Lawyer 
Walk into a Bar…
Lawyers, Humor, and a Few Good Jokes

©
IS

TO
C

K
PH

O
TO

.C
O

M
/D

N
Y5

9

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=26&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FiStockphoto.com%2Fdny59


 DEC 2015/JAN 2016   |   NWLawyer     27

SERVING SPOKANE’S LEGAL NEEDS SINCE 1998, 
WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE ADDITION 
OF NINE ATTORNEYS TO FOSTER PEPPER:

GOING UP

206.447.4400  |  509.777.1600  |  www.foster.com

SEATTLE  |  SPOKANE

Thomas T. Bassett
Business, Litigation 
and Disputes

Philip J. Carstens
Business

Kevin R. Connelly
Business 

John T. Drake
Litigation and Disputes 

Paul D. Fitzpatrick
Estate Planning 

Kjirstin J. Graham
Estate Planning 

Lara L. Hemingway
Business 

Todd Reuter
Litigation and Disputes 

Whitney J. Stowe
Intellectual Property

The nine new attorneys will join:

Melissa S. Cobb
Litigation and Disputes 

Jim McNeill
Municipal Law 

Jeffrey C. Nave
Municipal Law 

John R. Nelson
Litigation and Disputes 

Milton Rowland
Municipal Law

Payton E. Stockton
Litigation and Disputes, 
Municipal Law

Learn more at www.foster.com.

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=27&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.foster.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=27&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.foster.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=27&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.foster.com


the bounds of the RPC, of course). 
Small firms and solo practitioners now 
have a cost-effective way to compete 
with larger firms, so the medium car-
ries great potential for leveling the 
playing field. Practitioners can easily 
create and post materials designed to 

professionally and articulately inform 
the public of their skills and services.

Then there’s Dan.
The video posted by Pittsburgh 

criminal defense attorney Daniel Mues-
sig is heavy on bluntly communicating 
his skills and services, but perhaps 

a little light on the professionalism.3 
To be fair, it clearly conveys who Dan 
is looking to serve and states how his 
experience and enthusiasm can be used 
to help clients stay out of jail to . . . um, 
enjoy their freedom a bit more, I guess. 
Without providing too many spoilers, 
the video includes quotes like, “Conse-
quences. They sure suck, don’t they?” 
and, “Laws are arbitrary.” I don’t know 
much about the practice of criminal 
law, but I imagine there is a subset of 
defendants out there to whom this has 
great appeal.

However, it is the opening sequence 
that is truly noteworthy. Perhaps one 
benefit of associating with other attor-
neys is one of them can take a look at 
your video and say, “Hey, I really don’t 
think that’s a good idea.” It appears no 
one was there for Dan, and we all ben-
efit. The web address4 is included in the 
notes, and is well worth your three-and-
a-half minutes.

SO YOU WANT TO GO TO LAW 
SCHOOL
I remember when I first decided to 
go to law school, I asked an uncle for 
advice. He was a successful attorney 
working at a big firm in Detroit, and I 
thought if anyone I knew had pearls of 
wisdom about a legal career, he would. 
And he did. “Don’t do it, Jimmy,” he 
said. “Go and do something produc-
tive with your life.”

Not the advice I was hoping for, 
and I obviously didn’t heed it. How-
ever, the woman in this computer-
animated (and voiced) video5 found 
someone with even harsher, but hilari-
ous, advice: a practicing attorney who 
is rather disenchanted with his life. 
Like my uncle, he also is attempting to 
dissuade the woman from attending. 
Again, I don’t want to give away too 
much, but in response to her interest 
in his smartphone, he replies, “I do not 
like my Blackberry. I want to torture 
it until it begs me to kill it. Do you 
know I’m required to check it every six 
hours, 24 hours a day?”

BRASS RAT
A man walks into a curio shop in a 
large city. After a few minutes of casu-
ally walking around, he spots a small, 
beautiful brass rat at the back of a shelf 
of assorted knickknacks. He picks it up 

COMEBACKS FOR LAWYER JOKES >
It’s a lawyer’s social nightmare: you’re at a party, you mention your 
profession, and the unflattering jokes start coming non-stop. But if you 
object, you have no sense of humor. So do you have to just stand there 
and take it? Not anymore! This little book has comebacks for over 100 of 
the most annoying lawyer jokes commonly directed at attorneys. Now 
lawyers can shut down those would-be comedians before they get to the 
punchline. Here’s how it works.

Why are lawyers so good at 
racquetball?
Before they say: “Because they stoop 
so low.”
You say: “They know their way around 
a court.” 

What’s the difference between a 
lawyer and an onion?
Before they say: “No one cries when 
they cut up a lawyer.”
You say: “Lawyers don’t have thin 
skins.”

Why did the lawyer cross the road?
Before they say: “To get to the accident on the other side.”
You say: “To negotiate with the other side.”

What’s the difference between a lawyer and a skunk?
Before they say: “Nobody wants to hit a skunk.”
You say: “With a lawyer, nothing is ever black and white.”

Comebacks for Lawyer Jokes: The Restatement of Retorts, by Malcolm Kushner, 
2015, Museum of Humor.com Press
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“Who should I examine first, you or your lawyer?”
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personal injury
wrongful death

medical malpractice
product liability 

1022 NW Marshall Street #450 Portland OR  |  (503) 226-6361  |  paulsoncoletti.com

Weinstein Couture PLLC
818 Stewart Street, Suite 930

Seattle, Washington 98101
Toll Free: (844) 894-4900
www.weinsteincouture.com

Weinstein Couture  PLLC

Experienced, 
High-Quality 

Representation 
for Victims of 
Mesothelioma

Brian Weinstein is the only asbestos 
lawyer in Washington to be named 
one of the Top 100 Trial Lawyers 
in the U.S. by the National Trial 
Lawyers. If you are looking for the 
most effective legal representation 
for clients with a diagnosis of 
mesothelioma or other asbestos-
related diseases, call Weinstein 
Couture (206) 508-7070 or email 
lawyers@weinsteincouture.com.

to inspect it closer and is mesmerized 
by the intricate details. With no price 
marked, he asks the cashier how much 
it costs.

“No, no, no. That item is not for sale. 
Sorry.”

“But I must have it. It’s gorgeous. 
Please, just name your price.”

“It’s cursed,” the cashier says. “It’s 
not for sale and should not have been 
on the shelf. Please, may I have it back? 
I’m sorry for the confusion.”

The man grows more interested 
by the thought of owning a wonderful 
cursed sculpture and refuses to hand it 
over. After further pressing, the cashier 
finally agrees to sell him the rat.

“You want it? Fine. But absolutely, 
positively no returns. I warned you 
about the curse. Don’t even try to bring 
it back.”

Pleased with his powers of persua-
sion, the man leaves the store, inspect-
ing his find while walking home. After a 
block, he hears a strange noise behind 
him. He looks back and sees five or six 
rats following him. He’s a little creeped 
out, but it’s a big city, there are bound to 
be rats around.

After another block, the sound is 
getting louder. He looks back again and 
there are now several dozen rats follow-
ing. More than a little scared now, he 
picks up his pace, occasionally looking 
over his shoulder. Each time, there are 
more and more rats behind him.

Now he panics, but remembers the 
brass rat and gets an idea. He starts 
sprinting for the waterfront. He hears 
the noise growing behind him, but 
doesn’t dare look back. When he reach-
es the water, he dashes down a pier 
and hurls the brass rat as far as he can 
into the ocean. Rats by the thousands 
race off the pier and dive into the wa-
ter, drowning where the brass rat went 
under. Out of breath but relieved to be 
free of the rat hordes, he returns to the 
curio shop.

As he walks in the shop, the cashier 
starts shaking his head and waving 
a finger. “I told you it was cursed!” he 
yells. “I told you no returns!”

“Oh, I’m not here to return it,” the 
man says. “I’m here to see if you have a 
small, brass lawyer.”

THE HOT AIR BALLOON
A man is flying in a hot air balloon 
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when he realizes he is lost. He reduces 
his altitude and spots a man in a field 
below. He lowers the balloon toward 
the man and shouts to him, “Excuse 
me, can you help me? I am late to meet 
a friend, but I don’t know where I am.”

The man below says, “I’m happy 
to help. You are in a hot air balloon, 
hovering approximately 30 feet 
above this field. You are between 40 
and 42 degrees north latitude, and 

between 58 and 60 degrees 
west longitude.”

After a brief pause, the bal-
loonist declares: “You must be 
a lawyer.”

“I am,” replies the man. 
“How did you know?”

“Well,” says the balloonist, 
“everything you have told me 
I am sure is technically cor-
rect, but I have no idea what to 

make of your information, and the fact 
is I am still lost.”

The man below responds, “Indeed. 
And you … you must be a client.”

“Why, yes, I am,” replies the bal-
loonist, “how in the world did you 
know?”

“Well,” says the man, “you don’t 
know where you are, or where you 
are going. You have made a promise 
which you have no idea how to keep, 
and you expect me to solve your prob-
lem. The fact is, you are in the exact 
same position you were in before we 
met, but now it is somehow my fault.”6

LAWYERS AND THE 
AFTERLIFE7

One day St. Peter noticed a mistake 
on the list of people who are supposed 
to be in Heaven. When he called upon 
Satan to straighten things out, he was 
shocked by the conditions he found. 
It was a comfortable 72 degrees with 
ample shade, a nice breeze, and a 
large swimming pool filled with the 
damned.

“How did this happen?” St. Peter 
demanded.

“I don’t know. We got a guy down 
here who’s an engineer and fixed the 
place right up.”

Consulting his roster, St. Peter 
said, “He shouldn’t be here. Bring him 
here so I can take him to Heaven.”

“Nah,” said Satan. “I think we’ll 
keep him.”

St. Peter was outraged. “This is 
a violation of our agreement. If you 
don’t bring him this minute, I’ll…I’ll 
sue you!”

Satan laughed in reply. “Oh yeah? 
Where are you going to find a law-
yer?”

Robert V. Boeshaar
ATTORNEY AT LAW |  LL .M. ,  PLLC 

206.623.0063 | boeshaarlaw.com


1000 Second Avenue, Suite 3000 | Seattle, WA  98104

Masters of Laws (LL.M.) in Taxation
Over 14 years experience with the IRS Office of Chief Counsel

I help individuals and businesses 
find the best resolution to their 

disputes with the IRS.

Wuth ex rel. Kessler v. Laboratory Corp. of America, __ Wn. 
App. __ (Aug. 24, 2015); Utter v. Bldg. Indus. Ass'n of 
Washington, 182 Wn.2d 398 (2015); City of Bellevue v. Pine 
Forest Properties, Inc., 185 Wn.2d 244 (2014); In re 
Guardianship of Jensen, 187 Wn. App. 325 (2015); Cedar 
Grove Composting, Inc. v. City of Marysville, __ Wn. App. __, 
354 P.3d 249 (2015); Arzola v. Name Intelligence, Inc., 188 
Wn. App. 588, 355 P.3d 286 (2015); Holmquist v. King County, 
182 Wn. App. 200 (2014); Marriage of Valente, 179 Wn. App. 
817 (2014); Fair v. Powers & Therrien, 181 Wn.2d 117 (2014); 
Estate of Hambleton, 181 Wn.2d 802, (2014);  Anderson v. 
Dussault, 177 Wn. App. 79, rev’d 181 Wn.2d 360 (2014); United 
Services Auto. Ass’n v. Speed, 179 Wn. App. 184 (2014); Walsh 
v. Reynolds, 183 Wn. App. 830, rev. denied, 340 P.3d 938 
(2014); Expedia, Inc. v. Steadfast Insurance Co.,  180 Wn.2d 
1014 (2014); LKO v. TCG, 168 Wn. App. 862 (2012), aff’d 181 
Wn.2d 48 (2014); Tamosaitis v. Bechtel National, Inc., 182 Wn. 
App. 241 (2014); Dellen Wood Prod., Inc. v. Dept. of Labor and 
Indus., 179 Wn. App. 601 (2014); Marriage of Wright, 179 Wn. 
App. 250 (2014); Camicia v. Howard S. Wright Const. Co., 179 
Wn.2d 684 (2014); Miller v. Kenny, 180 Wn. App. 772 (2014) 
 

 
 
 
 

           
               SMITH GOODFRIEND, P.S. 
                    welcomes our newest associate 
                                  Victoria E. Ainsworth  
                               J.D., University of Washington, 2015 
  

                                  We remain available for association,  
                                              referral, and consultation 

                                                 CIVIL APPEALS 
                                                     206-624-0974 
                                     www.washingtonappeals.com 

“Due to intellectual property concerns,
I refuse to answer any questions”
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We work as a team on your
birth injury cases. Medical 
malpractice; it’s all we do.

www.cmglaw.com
206.443.8600
155 NE 100th St., Ste. 400
Seattle, WA 98125

Medical Malpractice. It’s All We Do.

  

NOTES
 1. By that, I mean I spent an hour or so doing 

Internet searches and asked some friends 
(lawyers and not) for their favorites. One 
of the websites I looked as Australian, so 
I think the reference to “the earth” is ap-
propriate.

 2. w w w . a b a j o u r n a l . c o m / m a g a z i n e / 
article/2013_blawg_100_hall_of_fame. 

 3. And this is coming from someone who is 
writing an article on lawyer jokes. Trust 

me, I see the irony.
 4. www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kfactaopa0.
 5. www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmvary0lble.
 6. This was actually a random find on the In-

ternet. It was familiar, but the above itera-
tion is found at www.milwaukee-business-
lawyer.com/my-favorite-lawyerclient-joke. 

 7. Again, there seems to be an unlimited 
number of iterations on this one, so I went 
with one told by a friend who happens to be 
a chemical engineer.

ATTORNEY RATES
A man in search of an attorney walks into 
a lawyer’s office. He asks her how much 
her rates are.

“It’ll cost $250 for me to answer up to 
three questions,” the lawyer says.

“Wow. Isn’t that a bit much for only 
three questions?” the man asks.

“Maybe,” she replied. “Now what’s 
your third question?”

CEMETERY VISIT
A mother and her daughter were visit-
ing a cemetery on a crisp fall morning. 
Walking through the leaves, the little 
girl asked, “Mom, do they ever bury two 
people in one grave?”

A little shocked, her mom replied, 
“Why, no, honey. Why would you even 
ask such a question?”

“Because a gravestone back there said 
‘Here Lies an Honest Man and a Lawyer.’”

SHORTER BUT GOOD
Q: What happens when you give a 
male lawyer Viagra?
A: He gets taller.

Q: How do you address a lawyer who 
doesn’t know the law?
A: Your Honor.

Q: What do a lawyer and a sperm have 
in common?
A: Both have a one-in-three-million 
chance to become a human being.

Q: How many lawyer jokes are in ex-
istence?
A: Only three. All the rest are true sto-
ries.  NWL

James W. 
Gayton is 
an attorney 
working for 
the Wash-
ington State 
Department 
of Revenue 
in Olympia. 

His family and friends have said 
he has a great sense of humor, so 
if you didn’t find this article funny, 
blame them for him thinking it was. 
Gayton is a member of the WSBA 
Editorial Advisory Committee and 
can be reached at james.gayton@
live.com. 
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O
n Sept. 17, Wash-
ington’s legal com-
munity gathered to 
honor some of its 
best and brightest 
at the WSBA An-
nual Awards Din-

ner. The theme was “Leading the Way” 
and individuals and organizations that 
exemplify excellence, professionalism, 
service, justice, courage, and leader-
ship were acknowledged and celebrat-
ed. Ten individuals received awards for 
their contributions and service to the 
practice of law in Washington.

Outgoing WSBA President Anthony 
Gipe welcomed over 400 attendees. 
Past-president Patrick Palace and out-
going governors Paul A. Bastine, Robin 
L. Haynes, Kenneth W. Masters, Jerry 
Moberg, and Barbara Rhoads-Weaver 
were acknowledged and thanked for 
their service. Chief Justice Barbara 
Madsen presented a view of the state 
of the profession from the Supreme 
Court’s perspective. She then swore in 
new governors Sean M. Davis, James 
K. Doane, Angela M. Hayes, William 
D. Pickett, and Kim Risenmay, as well 
as President-elect Robin L. Haynes and 
incoming President William Hyslop.

Award honorees’ stories were 
shared via short videos as President 
Hyslop welcomed each honoree to the 
stage and read the award’s inscription 
summarizing each recipient’s achieve-
ments and how their work inspires the 
Washington legal community and the 
profession.

We hope you will draw inspiration 
from reading about the 2015 honorees’ 
achievements. You can also see the vid-
eos online at www.wsba.org/awards. 

PRO BONO AWARD

This award is presented to a lawyer, 
non-lawyer, law firm, or bar association 
for outstanding cumulative efforts in 
providing pro bono services. 

The SGB/LBAW Legal Clinic at El 
Centro de la Raza B

The SGB/LBAW Legal Clinic at El 
Centro de la Raza is a partner-
ship between Schroeter Gold-

mark & Bender (SGB), The Latina/o Bar 
Association of Washington (LBAW), 
and El Centro de la Raza. The award is 
in recognition of their work operating a 
free monthly bilingual legal aid clinic 
serving the Latino community.

The clinic was created in 2005, when 
attorneys from SGB partnered with El 
Centro de la Raza. In 2007, the Latina/o 
Bar Association of Washington joined 
the collaboration, bringing the clinic 
to a new level and recruiting additional 
Spanish-speaking attorneys. In addi-
tion to helping to staff the clinic with 
attorneys, SGB has a dedicated staff 
member in charge of administering the 
clinic, supplying materials, and recruit-
ing volunteer attorneys. El Centro de la 

Raza hosts the clinic, promotes aware-
ness among the Latino community, and 
administers volunteers for intake and 
interpreting. LBAW helps supervise 
and administer the clinic, recruits at-
torneys, and provides opportunities for 
law students to shadow attorneys while 
they serve clients.

The free clinic is offered monthly, 
typically helping 50–80 clients per clin-
ic with the help of about 25 volunteer at-
torneys and 20 volunteers who help with 
intake and interpreting. In 2014, the 
clinic served over 500 clients in matters 
ranging from family law to immigration 
and landlord/tenant issues. 

WebXtra
http://bit.ly/probonoaward

COURAGEOUS AWARD

This award is presented to an 
individual who has displayed 
exceptional courage in the face of 
adversity, thus bringing credit to the 
legal profession.

Hunter M. Abell C

WSBA AWARDS 2015
Leading the Way
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Lieutenant Commander Hunter 
M. Abell is a senior associate at 
Williams Kastner, whose practice 

emphasizes civil litigation and Indian 
law. The award is in recognition of his 
overseas service in support of global 
counterterrorism efforts and his domes-
tic work to foster relations between mili-
tary attorneys from the U.S. and Canada.

In 2014, Abell received a short-
notice recall to active duty in the Navy 
Judge Advocate General’s (JAG) Corps 
to serve a nine-month assignment as 
the chief of military justice at a major 
overseas U.S. military installation. 
Abell previously served on active duty 
in the Navy JAG Corps from 2006–10 
as a defense counsel, a legal assis-
tance attorney, and as the staff judge 
advocate for Naval Station Everett. In 
2006, Abell was deployed to Iraq for six 
months in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and was later awarded the 
Joint Services Commendation Medal 
for his efforts. He remains affiliated 
with the Navy JAG Corps Reserves. 

Also in 2014, Abell was the liaison 
and course coordinator for the United 
States–Canada Military Law Training 
Symposium biannual program. The 
event promoted goodwill between U.S. 
and Canadian judge advocates and 
strengthened the positive professional 
relationships among colleagues.

WebXtra
http://bit.ly/courageousaward

PRESIDENT’S AWARD

The President’s Award may be given 
annually by the current president in 
recognition of a person’s or entity’s 
contribution to the WSBA and/or 
profession which the president deems 
worthy of acknowledgement during his/
her term.

Center for Children & Youth 
Justice D

Founded in 2006, the Center for 
Children & Youth Justice (CCYJ) 
is dedicated to the mission of ad-

vancing justice for and enhancing the 
lives of children and youth through ju-
venile justice, child welfare, and related 

systems reform. 
CCYJ’s eQuality 
Project, the first re-
search effort de-
signed to study the 
unique experienc-
es of LGBTQ youth 
i n Wa sh i ng ton 
State’s child wel-
fare and juvenile 
justice systems, 
was designed to 
identify the needs 
of LGBTQ system-
involved youth and 
develop compre-
hensive reforms. 

To gain insight 
into the barriers 
and challenges 
facing LGBTQ 
youth within these systems in Wash-
ington state, CCYJ gathered firsthand 
accounts from LGBTQ system alumni, 
collected the observations of system 
professionals and community-based 
service providers about their experi-
ences working with LGBTQ youth, 
and conducted extensive reviews of 
existing research, laws, policies, and 
practices relevant to system-involved 
LGBTQ youth. Their findings were re-
leased in a report entitled “Listening 
to Their Voices: Enhancing Successful 
Outcomes for LGBTQ Youth in Wash-
ington State’s Child Welfare and Juve-
nile Justice Systems.”

PROFESSIONALISM AWARD

This honor is awarded to a WSBA 
member who exemplifies the spirit of 
professionalism in the practice of law, 
as defined in the WSBA’s Creed of 
Professionalism.

Matthew L. Clucas E

Matthew Clucas is currently a 
partner at the firm of Tolman, 
Kirk, and Clucas in Poulsbo. 

At the Kitsap County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, Clucas was the first deputy pros-
ecuting attorney assigned to supervise 
the Kitsap County drug court, working 
closely with the Court and other stake-
holders to establish the foundations for 

 B

 C

 D

Accepting for the Center for Children and Youth 
Justice: Nicholas Oakley and Justice Bobbe Bridge 
(ret.) with 2014–15 WSBA President Anthony Gipe. 

Representing SGB/LBAW Law Clinic at El Centro 
de la Raza (l. to r.): Mark Burko, Ruby Montes de 
Oca, Kristin Houser, and Lorena González.
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a successful program that has become a 
model for other drug courts statewide. 

During his term as the president 
of the Kitsap County Bar Association, 
Clucas worked to promote a sense of 
community among local attorneys, 
organizing a seminar and dinner that 
has become a popular annual event. He 
would regularly take new attorneys to 
lunch, introducing them to colleagues 
in the area and helping to create profes-
sional relationships. 

An active member of the community, 
Clucas has served on the board of the 
Martha and Mary Organization and the 
Poulsbo Library Board and volunteers 
with Kitsap Legal Services.

WebXtra
http://bit.ly/professionalismaward

LIFETIME SERVICE AWARD

This award is a special award given 
for a lifetime of service to the legal 
community and the public.

Hon. Susan W. Cook F

For over 22 years, Judge Susan 
Cook has served Skagit Coun-
ty as its first female Superior 

Court judicial officer. She was a Supe-
rior Court commissioner for over four 
years before being elected as a judge. 
Among her colleagues and the legal 
community, Judge Cook is well known 
for her professionalism, integrity, and 
judicial demeanor, ensuring those ap-
pearing before her feel they have re-
ceived a fair hearing.

Judge Cook was deeply involved 
in helping to implement a guardian-
ship monitoring program, serving an 
increasing number of pro se parties 
representing themselves in court.

Judge Cook has served on the 
Skagit Preschool and Resource Cen-
ter board of directors for over 10 
years, helping to provide therapy and 
educational services for special-needs 
children in the community. She has 
also been involved in Kiwanis, Skagit 
Womens Alliance and Network Board 
(SWAN), and the Pioneer Association 
of Skagit County. She is a frequent pre-
senter at continuing legal education 

seminars and an active supporter of 
access to justice issues.

In June 2015, Judge Cook received 
the Judge of the Year Award from the 
Washington State Association for 
Justice.

WebXtra
http://bit.ly/lifetimeserviceaward

OUTSTANDING YOUNG LAWYER 
AWARD

This award recognizes one attorney 
who has made significant contributions 
to the professional community, 
especially the community of young 
lawyers, within their initial years of 
practice.

Vincent D. Humphrey II G

Since 2011, Vincent Humphrey 
has been a solo practitioner at 
his firm, Humphrey & Associates, 

focusing on commercial and residential 
real estate, family law, and civil litiga-
tion. Humphrey is recognized among 
his colleagues for his positive attitude, 
energy, and enthusiastic leadership 
of new and young attorneys, inspiring 
them to take an active role as WSBA 
members. He is a dedicated advocate 
for fellow lawyers as well as youth in 
his community.

As a former Washington Young Law-
yer Committee chair, Humphrey devel-
oped New Lawyer Education programs, 
was a continuing legal education pre-
senter, and organized social events for 
new and young Washington lawyers. 
In addition, he regularly volunteers at 
legal clinics in the area.

“[Humphrey] has devoted a sig-
nificant amount of time and energy to 
make the Washington Young Lawyer 
Committee meaningful for young law-
yer volunteers and new and young law-
yers in the state,” said WSBA President-
elect Robin L. Haynes. “He has always 
led with a positive voice. He supports 
bar programs… and he finds new and 
creative ways to reach out to our new-
est members.”

WebXtra
http://bit.ly/younglawyeraward
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EXCELLENCE IN DIVERSITY AWARD

This award is made to a lawyer, law 
firm, or law-related group that has 
made a significant contribution to 
diversity in the legal profession. 

The Judicial Institute H

Founded in 2012, the purpose of 
the Judicial Institute is to pre-
pare qualified diverse attorneys 

for judicial positions through a compre-
hensive education and one-year men-
torship program. By making the path to 
the judiciary more accessible, the pro-
gram works to increase the number of 
diverse attorneys seeking and securing 
judicial positions, strengthening the 
justice system by including a variety of 
perspectives, life experiences, and pro-
fessional paths. 

Instructors include judges, MBA ju-
dicial evaluation committee members, 
judicial election consultants, and the 
Governor’s Counsel. Presenters ad-
dress various topics including judicial 
ethics, the judicial appointment pro-
cess, and preparing for a judicial cam-
paign. Fellows are assigned judicial 
mentors who provide one-on-one feed-
back and guidance throughout the year.

Since the project’s inception, 59 
diverse fellows (representing gender, 
ethnic/racial minority, GLBT, geogra-
phy, and those living with a disability) 
participated in the Judicial Institute 
and nine have since been appointed 
and/or elected to the Superior Court, 
Municipal Court, or Tribal Court. 

WebXtra
http://bit.ly/excellenceindiversityaward

OUTSTANDING JUDGE AWARD

This award is presented for 
outstanding service to the bench and 
for special contribution to the legal 
profession at any level of the court. 

Hon. James P. Hutton I

Judge James Hutton was ap-
pointed a magistrate judge for the 
Eastern District of Washington in 

2008. Prior to his appointment, he had 

served as a Washington State Superior 
Court judge for Yakima County for 11 
years. During his tenure as a Superior 
Court judge, he served as an officer and 
board member for the Superior Court 
Judges Association and also served on 
the Board for Judicial Administration. 
Before joining the bench, Judge Hutton 
was president of his former law firm, 
Velikanje, Moore & Shore, P.S., where he 
practiced litigation for 20 years.

In 2009, Judge Hutton and his 
court team founded the Sobriety Treat-
ment and Education Program drug 
courts in Yakima and later Richland. 
The program gives convicted felons in 
the federal court system an opportu-
nity to learn a new way of life in recov-
ery. He has also worked to create an in-
novative residential recovery program 
for those who are being released from 
federal incarceration and re-entering 
the community.

In 2012, Judge Hutton received the 
James Oldham Award for his commit-
ment to the recovery of chemically de-
pendent individuals.

WebXtra
http://bit.ly/outstandingjudgeaward

PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD

This award recognizes a WSBA 
member who exemplifies the WSBA’s 
culture of service: one who gives back 
in meaningful ways to others, to his/her 

 H

 I

 J

On behalf of the Judicial Institute: Rebecca Glasgow, Fé Lopez, Chach Duarte White, 
Erica Chung, Hon. Johanna Bender, Hon. Patrick Oishi, Hon. Mariane Spearman.
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community, or to the profession.

Kenneth G. Kieffer J

A former partner at Gordon Thom-
as Honeywell, Kenneth Kieffer 
is now retired and serves as of 

counsel for the firm. For many years, he 
has dedicated his time to volunteering 
with a wide variety of causes and ad-
vocating for the rights of children. He 
has served as a Pierce County Court 
Appointed Special Advocate (CASA)/
guardian ad litem since 1998, advocat-
ing for nine children during that time.

Kieffer has volunteered with the 
Make-a-Wish Foundation since 1997, 
including five years as a board member, 
and with the Special Olympics since he 
was a college student. He has volun-
teered with the Pierce County Sexual 
Assault Center since 2009. Other or-
ganizations that Kieffer has given his 
time to include the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society, Global Volunteers, the 
Blackfeet Reservation, a Romanian or-
phanage, Ronald McDonald House, Su-
san G. Komen for the Cure, Northwest 
Hope and Healing, the Juvenile Diabe-
tes Research Fund, American Cancer 
Society/Relay for Life, the Arthritis 
Foundation, the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, the Multiple Sclerosis So-
ciety, and many other deserving chari-
ties and nonprofits.

Kieffer was previously awarded 
the 2013 Outstanding New Volunteer 
Award by the Puget Sound Affiliate of 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure.

WebXtra
http://bit.ly/publicserviceaward

ANGELO PETRUSS AWARD FOR 
LAWYERS IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE

Named in honor of Angelo R. Petruss, a 
senior assistant attorney general who 
passed away during his term of service 
on the WSBA Board of Governors, 
this award is given to a lawyer in 
government service who has made a 
significant contribution to the legal 
profession, the justice system, and the 
public. 

Robert K. Costello K

Robert Costello was appointed 
an assistant attorney general 
in 1982, and in 1989 he was se-

lected to head the Fish, Wildlife, and 
Parks Division. In 2001, he was ap-
pointed a deputy attorney general, as-
suming responsibility for eight legal 
divisions and taking a leadership role 
on key legal and policy issues. He has 
provided Washington’s governors, at-
torneys general, and state and national 
colleagues with advice, representation, 
and information on complex legal topics 
ranging from natural resource  conser-
vation to nuclear waste management; 
major transportation projects to major 
tort litigation; state land management 
to  tribal-state jurisdictional disputes. 
Throughout his career, Costello has 
served three state Attorneys General 
with distinction, practicing primarily 
in the areas of natural resource, envi-
ronmental, and Indian law. 

Since 1998, Costello has been a 
contributing author and editor of the 
American Indian Law Deskbook chap-
ters on fish and wildlife regulation and 
taxation. This treatise is a comprehen-
sive reference relied upon by practitio-
ners around the country.

As an active member of his commu-
nity, Costello has served on a number of 
advisory committees for the Olympia 
School District, the boards of the Capi-
tol Area Youth Symphony Association 
and the Student Orchestra of Greater 
Olympia, and is an active supporter of 
programs to benefit arts education in 
Olympia. 

WebXtra
http://bit.ly/governmentserviceaward

AWARD OF MERIT

This award is the WSBA’s highest 
honor and is given for a recent, 
singular achievement. It is awarded to 
individuals only — both lawyers and 
non-lawyers. 

Deborah M. Niedermeyer, Manuel 
F. Rios III L

The award is in recognition of 
Deborah M. Niedermeyer and 
Manuel F. Rios’ work in filing 

 K

 L

the first-ever lawsuit against unli-
censed immigration consultants un-
der Washington’s 2011 Immigration 
Services Fraud Prevention Act.

Unlicensed immigration law prac-
titioners, also known as “notarios,” 
prey on unsophisticated immigrants 
with limited knowledge of English 
and the U.S. legal system. The pro-
cessing of immigration cases by 
these unlicensed practitioners of law 
violates both criminal and civil laws 
in the state of Washington. Due to 
errors and false statements by these 
unlicensed practitioners, their vic-
tims are often left exposed to serious 
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AT THE AWARDS DINNER. Top: New WSBA governors are sworn in. Left to right: William Pickett, 
Kim Risenmay, Angela Hayes, James Doane, and Sean Davis. Middle: 2015–16 WSBA President 
William Hyslop is sworn in. 2014–15 WSBA President Anthony Gipe and Washington State Attorney 
General Bob Ferguson display a document proclaiming “Washington State Bar Association 125th 
Anniversary Day.” Bottom row: Anthony Gipe and Bill Hyslop address attendees. All photos by Todd 
Timmcke.

adverse legal consequences, includ-
ing detention, deportation, and/or 
permanent separation from family in 
the United States. Moreover, because 
unlicensed immigration law practi-
tioners frequently claim or imply that 
they are attorneys, their operations 
undermine the reputation of and the 
public’s confidence in the legal pro-
fession, especially within vulnerable 
immigrant communities.

In 2014, Niedermeyer and Rios 
filed a consumer protection suit on 
behalf of a family which had been 
defrauded and seriously injured by a 
pair of notarios. After over 80 hours 
of pro bono representation, Nieder-
meyer and Rios reached a settlement 
with the defendants, who agreed to 
pay in full what the law anticipates: 
triple damages to the plaintiffs, plus 
costs and attorneys’ fees. Nieder-
meyer and Rios have donated 100% 
of their attorney fees to WA-AILA 
to set up a revolving fund to finance 
service of process and filing fees for 
future cases, to help promote the use 
of a “private attorney general” strate-
gy to protect vulnerable immigration 
clients, and to educate immigration 
lawyers on how to successfully file 
similar consumer protection actions.

Niedermeyer is a contract attorney 
focusing in immigration, consumer 
protection, civil rights and Indian 
law. Her pro bono work includes non-
profit corporate governance advice 
and autism-related civil rights is-
sues. She is the chair of the WA-AILA 
Professional Responsibility and Con-
sumer Protection Committee.

Rios, a partner at the firm of Rios 
& Cruz, P.S. in Seattle, has practiced 
immigration law since 1997 and has 
been a consultant attorney for the 
Mexican Consulate in Washington 
for immigration matters since 2002. 
In 2009, Rios received the Latino Bar 
Association of Washington’s Miem-
bro Excepcional Award for his pro 
bono work against notarios in the 
Latino community, and in 2013 he 
was awarded the Premio Othli by the 
Mexican government for his work on 
behalf of Mexican immigrants in the 
U.S. NWL

WebXtra
http://bit.ly/awardofmerit  
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by Stephanie Perry

On Oct. 16, guests gathered at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Seattle to pay tribute to 67 attorneys and judges 
who celebrated 50 years of WSBA membership in 
2015. WSBA President Bill Hyslop welcomed honorees, their 
families, and guests and proudly expressed heartfelt grati-
tude to the 50-year members for their decades of dedication 
to the law. In appreciation, President Hyslop and members of 

the Board of Governors presented certificates and lapel pins to the members who 
joined the Bar in 1965.

President Hyslop spoke about the changes in the legal profession and the 
changing face of diversity. He reviewed notable events from 1965, both world-
wide and at the WSBA. Washington Supreme Court Chief Justice Barbara A. 
Madsen congratulated the honorees on their professional contributions. Carole 
Grayson, chair of the WSBA Senior Lawyers Section, invited members to join the 
Senior Lawyers Section. The luncheon concluded with the attending honorees 
gathering for a commemorative group photo.

The WSBA class of ’65 has seen many changes — cultural, political, and histor-
ical — during their decades in the legal profession. We salute them for their inspi-
rational work, groundbreaking achievements, and half-century of public service.

Celebrating Our
50-Year Members



Clockwise from top: The Rolling Stones in concert (Nationaal Archeif NL), 
Wing Luke, Audrey Hepburn in My Fair Lady (Warner Brothers).

What is one piece of advice you would 
give to new attorneys?

Think hard about what you want to achieve 

in your life and in your profession, and find a 

firm or job that will allow you to do that. That 

includes hours at work and fields of practice. 

Periodically, at least every four years, test 

that decision and see if you are achieving it 

or need to revise it. If not, find a place where 

you can. — Milton Smith

Your “word” to other attorneys is how you will 

1965 was full of historical mile-
stones. Here are some noteworthy 
events from that year.

In March, on “BLOODY SUNDAY,” 
some 200 Alabama state troopers 
attacked 525 civil rights demon-
strators in Selma, Alabama, as 
they attempt to march to the state 
capitol of Montgomery. In response 
to the events in Selma, President 
Johnson sent a bill to Congress 
that forms the basis for the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, signed into law 
on August 6.

In July, the ROLLING STONES 
scored their first U.S. #1 single, “(I 
Can’t Get No) Satisfaction.”

In August, the BEATLES performed the first stadium 
concert ever, playing for an audience of 55,600 at 
Shea Stadium in New York City.

Hon. Patricia Aitken
George Akers Jr.
Edmund Allen
Daniel Allison II
Hon. Gary Bass
Stephen Bean
John Bergmann
Philip Best
Paul Blauert
Rock Caley
Edward Campbell
Gerald Casey
Robert Castrodale
John Coart III
Patrick Cockrill
Hon. Howard Coleman
Gary Cunningham
Henry Dean
Richard Dejean

Richard Derham
Charles Diesen
Gary Eliasen
Frederic Emry II
Donald Ferrell
Frederick Frederickson
Thomas Frey
Joseph Gordon Jr.
Chester Green
Camden Hall
James Hanken
Bruce Hanson
Carl Hultman
Edward Huneke
Robert Hutchins
Bertil Johnson
Madison Jones III
Alan Kane
Charles Kimbrough

Robert Lamp
Robert Larson
Peter Lucas
Walter Meyer Jr.
John Miller
Rudolf Mueller
Julian Nuxoll
Peter Oram
William Pease
Gerald Reitsch
Kenneth Rekow
W. Rockefeller
Charles Sandell
Terry Schmalz
Donald Senter
Milton Smith
Jacob Smith Jr.
Jack Strother
William Taylor

Class of 1965
Phillip Thom
James Thompson
Curtis Thomson
Patrick Turner
George Velikanje
Thomas Wampold
Charles Watts
John Welsh Jr.
Edmund Wood
James Workland

On March 18, Cosmonaut ALEXEY LEONOV, leaving his spacecraft 
Voskhod 2 for 12 minutes, became the first person to walk in space.

The Oscar for Best Picture went to My Fair Lady, but AUDREY HEPBURN 
was snubbed for Best Actress — that award went to JULIE ANDREWS 
for Mary Poppins. Best Actor went to REX HARRISON for My Fair Lady. 
My Fair Lady won a total of eight awards.

In May, Seattle City Council member WING LUKE, philanthropist and 
civic leader Sidney Gerber, and Gerber’s assistant Kate Ladue vanished 
during a flight over the Cascade Range in Gerber’s small airplane. Luke 
was the first Chinese-American to achieve high public office in the con-
tinental United States.

On April 29, the 1965 OLYMPIA EARTHQUAKE shook the Puget Sound 
region. The quake had a magnitude of 6.7 and caused the deaths of 
seven people and about $12.5 million in damage.

In January 1965, 97 people took the BAR EXAM and 56 passed. By 
comparison, in February 2015, 362 candidates took the exam and 238 
passed. In July 1965, 157 took the bar exam and 107 passed. In July 
2015, 814 candidates took the exam and 618 candidates passed.

1965: A Moment in Time

be known among your fellow practitioners. 

We have a special privilege to be doing what 

we do. The integrity and credibility of your 

word is required. Do not become known as 

a lawyer whose word cannot be relied upon. 

— John Bergmann

If you could change one thing about 
our legal profession, what would it be 
and why?

Much is said about professionalism and its 

importance to the effective practice of law. 

I wholeheartedly agree. But I wonder if part 

of the problem is that lawyers in this country 

don’t learn about and appreciate the long and 

rich history of the law and its importance to 

where we are today as a culture and society. 

There are many examples in our legal 

professional history that, if known to young 

lawyers, could lead to a greater and hope-

fully ongoing respect for the law and the law-

yers who further its historic goals. — Charles 

“Ted” Watts
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AT THE 50-YEAR LUNCHEON. First row: Honoree William Taylor, Nel Taylor, Honoree Madison Jones, Millie Jones, Honoree Donald Senter, Lois Senter, Honoree 
Rudolf Mueller, Roberta Mueller, Janice Thomson, Honoree Curtis Thomson. Second row: Honoree Judge Patricia Aitken, Alvin Novack, Honoree Patrick Cockrill, 
Salie Cockrill, Honoree Frederick Frederickson, Honoree Stephen Bean. Third row: Honoree Donald Ferrell, Carolyn Ferrell, Cheryl Kane, Honoree Alan Kane, Ginger 
Dean, Henry White Dean, Chuck Kimbrough. Fourth row: Honoree Ed Huneke, Edmund Allen Jr., Honoree Edmund Allen Sr., Honoree Gary Cunningham, Karen 
Best, Philip Best, Sharon Hultman, Honoree Carl Hultman. Fifth row: Honoree Phillip Thom, Marian Thom, Mara Manchester, Honoree Thomas Wampold, Rock Caley, 
Donald Hale, Mary Hale. All photos by Todd Timmcke.
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Since 1935, people have come to trust and depend on BECU. That’s why, when it comes to those crucial fi nancial decisions, 

you know your clients can count on our BECU Trust Services team. We’ll work diligently to help them prepare for the 

uncertainty of tomorrow. Together we can protect their hard-earned assets, and the future of their loved ones.
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- Amy C. Lewis, Attorney

“With a depth of experience that  

  gives them a valuable and practical 

  perspective, and an insightful regard 

  to all of their clients’ needs and desires, 

  BECU Trust Services makes the whole 

  process more successful and effi cient.”

TOGETHER WE CAN SET UP A FUTURE
YOUR CLIENTS CAN TRUST

Contact the BECU Trust Services team 
for more information regarding 
personalized trust and estate services 
at fair competitive fees.

T R U S T  S E R V I C E S
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      A LAWYER’S PERSPECTIVE

T
he death of a spouse 
is the most stressful 
event a person can 
endure, exceeding 
the stress of a di-
vorce, a jail term, 
personal injury or 

illness.1 My wife Gail, a longtime Se-
attle family law attorney, died in Janu-
ary 2014 after being diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer three months earlier. 
Words cannot adequately express the 
devastating effects of such an event, 
but my family and I have learned cer-
tain lessons, which may be of benefit 
to those who will have to deal with this 
trauma in their own lives.

I am not trained in psychology, es-
tate planning, or any other expertise 
relevant to coping with the death of a 
spouse. I have been a litigator my entire 
legal career. The perspectives in this 
article are observations and conclu-
sions drawn from my experience over 
the last 18 months.

 My wife insisted 

in the weeks before her death that we 
have a series of conversations about 
how my life would be after she was 
gone. Remarkably, Gail opined several 
weeks before her death that her dying 
was easier on her than it would be for 
me to endure her death and go on. I did 
not want to hear these words or have 
these conversations, but they proved to 
be some of the most important conver-
sations of my life, as she wanted me to 
know she recognized my life needed to 
go on without her. She suggested that 
I consider selling our longtime home 
after her death, for example. We had 
several conversations at her insistence 
about how I would have a new woman in 
my life someday.

 One of Gail’s legal partners 
passed away approximately one year 
before she did, and his widow reached 
out to me with a list of therapists she 
recommended I contact. I had never 
been in therapy or even contemplated 
it, but therapy proved to be incredibly 
beneficial in helping me understand 

what was happening to my family and 
me in the months after Gail’s death. My 
therapist told me on several occasions 
that the difficult conversations with 
Gail were very helpful in alleviating 
the guilt associated with decisions like 
selling the family home.

 Like the 
cobbler whose children have holes in 
their shoes, we lawyers may not be the 
best at having up-to-date estate plan-
ning. I was most fortunate that one of 
Gail’s partners is both a top-tier estate 
planner and a very caring friend. He 
made us a priority for planning that was 
no longer an esoteric exercise. A medi-
cal power of attorney is critical during 
end-of-life decision-making. Know all 
of those passwords that control your 
financial and social media accounts. 
Keep all of your estate planning docu-
ments together in a notebook.

 Near the end of Gail’s life, we con-
tacted hospice and began to set up com-
fort measures that would have allowed 

by David Tift
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Smith

her to come home. Pain management 
prevented this, but my contacts with 
hospice put me on their mailing list. I re-
ceived numerous articles and pamphlets 
from them that proved to be very valu-
able perspectives on death and dying. A 
friend gave me a book on transitions in 
life. Read about the perspective of oth-
ers on what you are experiencing.

 We 
lawyers want life to unfold in an orderly 
way, with our procedures and processes 
superimposed over the lives and affairs 
of our clients. The death and dying pro-
cess cannot be expected to be linear or 
orderly. Expect the weeks and months 
before and after your spouse’s death to 
be a roller coaster.

 Long 
ago, Gail and I agreed to be organ do-
nors at the time of death. This means 
that after you say your final goodbyes, 
the organ harvesting process im-
mediately begins. I was unprepared 
for this. The surviving spouse is sub-
sequently interviewed about the de-
ceased’s health and lifestyle. Many of 
these questions border on the surreal. 
I was not prepared to be questioned 
extensively hours after my wife’s death, 
about whether she was ever exposed to 
HIV or AIDS, or whether she had ever 
used IV drugs recreationally.

 
I was seldom left alone in the weeks 
following Gail’s death. At the time I 
thought this intrusive, in part because 
I fear we lawyers can have difficulty 
leaning on others. Letting your fam-
ily and friends provide the emotional 
support so desperately needed during 
a terrible time like this is invaluable to 
the healing process.

 
 I was fortunate that my 

law partners allowed me to take my sab-
batical a year early, so that I was able 
to get away and think through what my 
life would be like without my dear wife. 
I went away for a month and contem-
plated what I wanted to do with the rest 
of my life. I elected to go back to my law 
firm and resume my law practice. A rad-
ical life change like the loss of a spouse 
may prompt a career change, extended 

leave or sabbatical, or even retirement.

 When I returned 
to the office, several of my litigation 
partners “backstopped” me on all of 
my cases. We used a team approach 
to decision-making, tactics, and case 
strategy. These steps were of criti-
cal importance in the process of re-
engaging in my professional life. Law 
firms and offices should have a plan as 
to how to backstop a colleague in times 
of crisis. I work in a mid-sized and sup-
portive firm. Solo and small firm prac-
titioners should consider a network of 
professional colleagues to provide this 
important backstopping during the 
first months back to work.

 
 Family and 

friends had expectations about what 
I should do in the months following 
Gail’s death. A good friend suggested I 
make no major decisions for one year, 
which generally proved to be good ad-
vice. However, as in every other facet 

of life, there are exceptions to this gen-
eral rule. My three adult children and 
several close and caring female friends 
expressed discomfort with the idea of 
me dating. Be pragmatic about what is 
best for you.

As the Baby Boomer generation 
contemplates getting older, the stark 
realities of aging and dying come into 
sharp focus. The devastating effects of 
the death of a spouse are far-reaching. 
Forethought in these areas can soften 
the devastating impact during this dif-
ficult time. NWL

DaViD tift 
has practiced 
civil and 
commercial 
litigation for 
32 years, 27 
of which have 
been at Ryan, 
Swanson & 
Cleveland in 

downtown Seattle. He is past chair 
of the firm’s Litigation Practice 
Group, and in September 2015 was 
elected its managing director.

NOTES
 1.  T.H. Holmes and T.H. Rahe “The Social 

Readjustment Rating Scale,” Journal of 
Psychosematic Research, 11:213, 1967.

THE DEATH AND DYING 
PROCESS CANNOT BE 
EXPECTED TO BE LINEAR 
OR ORDERLY. 
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AAs a lawyer, legislator, and presi-
dent, Abraham Lincoln practiced 
persuasion with logic and stories. 
Because “so few [words] contained the 
exact coloring, power, and shape of his 
ideas,” explained his law partner Wil-
liam Herndon, Lincoln resorted to “sto-
ries, maxims, and jokes…to clothe his 
ideas, that they might be comprehend-
ed.”1 Twenty-four years of trying cases 
in the courthouses of central Illinois 
taught Lincoln how to shred specious 
arguments, the same old ones that still 
show up in the briefs of opposing coun-
sel (never in your own, of course), as 
abundant in the Land of Starbucks and 
Westlaw as in the Land of Lincoln and 
Blackstone. Here are some of Lincoln’s 
plain, yet pithy, rejoinders to assorted 
advocacy misdeeds.

his calf would have if he called the tail a 
leg, replied, ‘Five’; to which the prompt 
response was, ‘Calling the tail a leg 
would not make it a leg.’”4

Opposing Argument Is Weak
“Has it not got down as thin as the 
homeopathic soup that was made by 
boiling the shadow of a pigeon that had 
starved to death?”5 

Opposing Argument Lays 
Down a Barrage of Verbiage
[Opponent] “is playing cuttlefish, a 
small species of fish that has no mode 
of defending itself when pursued ex-
cept by throwing out a black fluid, 
which makes the water so dark the en-
emy cannot see it and thus it escapes.”6

Opponent Makes Too Many 
Arguments
“Many silly reasons are given, as is 
usual in cases where a single good one 
is not to be found.”7 

Opponent Stays Only 
Technically within the Law
“That reminds me of an hotel-keeper…
who boasted that he never had a death 
in his hotel … for whenever a guest was 
dying in his house he carried him out to 
die in the street.”8 

Opponent Adheres to Rigid 
Position Regardless of Changed 
Circumstances
When a boy who was plowing asked 
where to strike the next furrow, his 
father told him: “Steer for that yoke 
of oxen standing at the further end 
of the field.” The boy resumed plow-
ing, the father left, and then the dis-
tant yoke of oxen started to wander. 
Following instructions and following 
the oxen, the boy ended up plowing a 
crooked circle.9 

Some of these may sound slightly 
smart-aleck, but how could a judge hold 
that against you when you are quoting 
Honest Abe? Whatever you do, be care-
ful with the one Lincoln line known to 
all: “You can fool all the people some 
of the time; you can fool some of the 
people all the time; but you can’t fool all 
the people all the time.” Like many of 
Lincoln’s sayings, though, this may be 
one he never actually said.10 NWL

USING LINCOLN’S LOGIC IN YOUR 
OWN ARGUMENTS

by Patrick S. Brady

Opponent Misrepresents Your 
Position 
“When a man hears himself somewhat 
misrepresented, it provokes him — at 
least, I find it so with myself. But when 
the misrepresentation becomes very 
gross and palpable, it is more apt to 
amuse him.”2 

Opponent Interprets Critical 
Text by Moving Words Around
[This amounts to] “a specious and fan-
tastic arrangement of words, by which 
a man can prove a horse chestnut to be 
a chestnut horse.”3

Opposing Argument Based on 
Labels instead of Substance
Lincoln “likened the case to that of the 
boy, who, when asked how many legs ©
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What Would 
Lincoln Say?
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patricK 
s. BraDy 
lived in six 
states and 
10 cities in 
15 years and 
taught U.S. 
history at the 
University of 
California, 
Riverside, 

before coming to Seattle in 1981. 
He cannot move again because he 
cannot face another bar exam. His 
litigation and appellate practice 
at Forsberg & Umlauf focuses on 
insurance coverage and bad faith 
issues. As program chairman of the 
Puget Sound Civil War Round Table, 
he has been lining up speakers on 
Lincoln and the War for 25 years.  In 
October 2015, he presented a CLE 
on Lessons from the Law Practice 
of Abraham Lincoln at Seattle 
University School of Law.  He can 
be reached at pbrady@forsberg-
umlauf.com.

NOTES
 1. William H. Herndon and Jesse W. Weik, 

Herndon’s Lincoln (2006). Edited by 
Douglas W. Wilson and Rodney O. Davis. 
Urbana, IL: Knox College Lincoln Studies 
Center and University of Illinois Press, 
353–54.

 2. Rodney O. Davis and Douglas L. Wilson, 
editors, The Lincoln-Douglas Debates 
(2008). Urbana, IL: Knox College Lincoln 
Studies Center and University of Illinois 
Press, 17.

 3. Id. at 20.
 4. Paul M. Zall, editor,  Abe Lincoln’s Legacy 

of Laughter (2007). Knoxville: Univer-
sity of Tennessee Press, 71.

 5. Supra n. 2 at 245. 
 6. Id. at 169.
 7. Michael Burlingame. Abraham Lincoln: A 

Life (2008). Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1: 215.

 8. Don E. and Virginia Fehrenbacher, edi-
tors, Recollected Words of Abraham 
Lincoln (1966). Stanford, CA: Stanford 
University Press, 139.

 9. Supra n. 7 at 1: 575–76. Lincoln’s words are 
paraphrased.

 10. Supra n. 8 at 277, 335–36, 533n271, 
538n343.

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=45&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tal-fitzlaw.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=45&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marshalldefense.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=45&exitLink=mailto%3Apbrady%40forsbergumlauf.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=45&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tal-fitzlaw.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=45&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marshalldefense.com
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=45&exitLink=mailto%3Apbrady%40forsbergumlauf.com


NWLawyer   |   DEC 2015/JAN 201646

T
The Washington Supreme Court 
has exclusive responsibility for 
lawyer discipline. Under delegated 
authority, the WSBA Office of Disciplin-
ary Counsel (ODC) receives, reviews, 
and investigates complaints (griev-
ances) against lawyers. The Rules for 
Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct (ELC) 
are the procedural rules for the lawyer 
discipline system. The ethical rules 
about lawyer conduct are the Rules of 
Professional Conduct (RPC). This ar-
ticle provides an overview of Washing-
ton’s lawyer discipline system and an-
swers commonly asked questions about 
policies and procedures.1

Grievance Files
ODC’s consumer affairs coordinators 
handle calls and email about public 
discipline against lawyers, pending 
discipline, and potential grievances. 
They resolve some client complaints 
informally, usually involving non-com-
munication issues, file disputes, and fee 
disputes.2 

ODC receives and opens files on 
more than 2,000 grievances against 

Washington lawyers each year. There 
is no time limit for filing a grievance, 
although timeliness may be consid-
ered by disciplinary counsel when 
evaluating a grievance.3 There is no 
filing fee. Grievances need not be sub-
mitted on ODC’s grievance form, but 
the grievance form captures impor-
tant information and includes an affir-
mation that the information submitted 
is true and accurate. Grievance forms 
can be downloaded from www.wsba.
org, or submitted electronically with 
attachments through www.wsba.org.

Under the ELC, there is no require-
ment of “standing.” Anyone can file a 
grievance against any lawyer. Clients, 
former clients, and opposing parties 
frequently file grievances. Grievances 
can be opened in ODC’s name, often 
based on information about lawyer 
conduct in the media or in court opin-
ions. ODC grievances can be based on 
allegations from an anonymous or con-
fidential source.4 

Although grievants raise a variety 
of issues, many grievances allege lack 
of diligence, competence, or commu-

nication. Many grievances involve 
the practice areas of family law and 
criminal law.

What Happens to a Grievance?
Every grievance file has a file number, 
relates to a single lawyer, and is sepa-
rate from every other grievance file. 
ODC scans information received from 
the grievant and respondent in the 
grievance process and generally de-
stroys the physical records.

Disciplinary counsel can dismiss 
a grievance without requiring a law-
yer’s response, and the first notifica-
tion that a lawyer may receive about 
a grievance is a copy of the dismissal 
letter with a copy of the grievance. 
Whether or not disciplinary counsel 
dismisses the grievance, the grievant 
and lawyer ordinarily receive notice 
of a file number and initial action 
within two weeks of filing.

After reviewing a grievance, disci-
plinary counsel can request a lawyer’s 
written preliminary response. The let-
ter notifies the lawyer that he or she 
must respond to the grievance and 

How Does the Lawyer 
Discipline System Work?
COMPLAINTS AGAINST LAWYERS 
IN WASHINGTON

by Felice P. Congalton
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that disciplinary counsel will provide 
the response to the grievant. In this 
situation, after receiving a response 
from the lawyer and often a grievant 
reply, disciplinary counsel reviews the 
file information and decides whether 
the grievance should be dismissed or 
investigated. With all dismissals, dis-
ciplinary counsel sends the grievant 
a letter outlining the reason for the 
dismissal. The letter also informs the 
grievant of the right to request review 
of the dismissal. 

Dismissed grievances are con-
fidential. Disciplinary counsel will 
keep a lawyer’s response to a griev-
ance confidential at the time received, 
although it might later become public, 
depending on the disposition of the 
grievance. Nevertheless, disciplin-
ary counsel cannot restrict a lawyer’s 
ability or a grievant’s ability to com-
municate to third parties about the 
grievance or the lawyer’s response. 
Subject to some restrictions, ODC can 
release information from its files to 
authorities in any jurisdiction autho-
rized to investigate alleged criminal 
or unlawful activity, judicial or lawyer 
misconduct, or disability.5

If Disciplinary Counsel 
Dismisses a Grievance
A grievant has a right to ask for review 
of the dismissal by a review commit-
tee of the Disciplinary Board within 45 
days of the dismissal date. The Disci-
plinary Board is a volunteer body with 
lawyers and non-lawyers appointed by 
the Washington Supreme Court. Re-
view committees have three Disciplin-
ary Board members — two lawyers and 
one non-lawyer. If a grievant requests 
review, the lawyer is not required to 
respond, but if a lawyer chooses to re-
spond, the response will be provided to 
the review committee and, generally, 
to the grievant. There is no further ap-
peal if a review committee dismisses a 
grievance. 

Review committees do not conduct 
hearings on dismissed grievances, and 
neither the grievant nor the respondent 
lawyer can appear at a review commit-
tee meeting. Review committees only 
consider a written record, which can 
include the information submitted by 
the grievant, the information submit-
ted by the respondent, and disciplin-

ary counsel’s dismissal letter.

Investigation of Grievances
If a lawyer does not respond to disci-
plinary counsel’s request for informa-
tion, the lawyer may receive a letter 
requiring a response in 10 days, and 
cautioning that a deposition may be 
scheduled for failure to respond.6 Fail-
ure to respond is, in itself, grounds for 
discipline and may also result in the 
lawyer’s interim suspension.

If ODC investigates a grievance, 
the lawyer and the grievant receive 
the name, telephone number, and 
email address of the disciplinary 
counsel handling the file. Disciplin-
ary counsel determines the scope of 
the investigation, and may require an-
other written response or take other 
investigative action. Disciplinary 
counsel then determines whether to 
recommend a disciplinary proceed-
ing or other form of disciplinary ac-
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tion or to dismiss the grievance.
If there is related civil or criminal 

litigation, disciplinary counsel may 
defer investigation until the litigation 
resolves.7 Disciplinary counsel’s deci-
sion on deferral, similar to a decision on 
dismissal, can be reviewed by a review 
committee of the Disciplinary Board.

After Investigation
Many grievances that are investigated 

are then dismissed.8 Some grievances 
involving less serious misconduct re-
sult in a lawyer’s referral to diversion 
from discipline under ELC Title 6, 
where a lawyer enters into a contract 
with disciplinary counsel including 
terms, for example, that the lawyer seek 
counseling, resolve client disputes, or 
improve law office management. After 
successful completion of the contract 
terms, the grievance will be dismissed. 

If disciplinary counsel does not dis-
miss a grievance after an investigation, 
disciplinary counsel could recommend 
an admonition (which, since 2014, is 
a permanent disciplinary record) or 
a public disciplinary hearing. Many 
factors influence disciplinary coun-
sel’s recommendation — for example, 
whether evidence will prove an RPC 
violation by a clear preponderance of 
the evidence, whether the American 
Bar Association Standards for Impos-
ing Lawyer Sanctions justify a sanction 
of reprimand or greater, and whether 
Washington Supreme Court precedent 
supports discipline. 

Disciplinary hearings, which take 
place before hearing officers appointed 
by the Washington Supreme Court, are 
public, as are appeals to the Disciplin-
ary Board and Washington Supreme 
Court.9 Public disciplinary actions in-
clude admonition, reprimand, suspen-
sion up to three years, and disbarment. 

Many disciplinary proceedings re-
solve by agreement. A stipulation to 
discipline requires approval by a hear-
ing officer, the Disciplinary Board, or 
the Supreme Court.10 Under some cir-
cumstances, a lawyer may permanently 
resign his or her membership in lieu of 
further disciplinary proceedings.11

Resources
For additional information, see http://
bit.ly/grievancefaqs for more answers 
to frequently asked questions about the 
grievance process and responding to a 
grievance, and follow links to the cur-
rent RPC and ELC. 

To discuss an ethical issue, call the 
Ethics Line at 206-727-8284. For other 
articles on lawyer discipline, read 
suggestions for responding to a griev-
ance in the JAN 2014 NWSidebar, the 
JUL 2011 Bar News article by Gregory 
Dahl, and the AUG 2009 Bar News in-
terview with Chief Disciplinary Coun-
sel Douglas Ende. NWL

felice p. conGalton is an as-
sociate director in the WSBA Office 
of Disciplinary Counsel. 

NOTES
 1. This article updates an article published in 

the MAY 2007 Washington State Bar News. 
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Since 2007, the ELC and ODC procedures 
changed. Any discrepancy between the 
information in this article and Washing-
ton Supreme Court rules and regulations, 
WSBA Bylaws and policies, or ODC poli-
cies and procedures is unintentional and 
will be resolved in favor of the rules, regu-
lations, bylaws, policies, and procedures.

 2. In non-communication situations, staff 
members encourage lawyers to comply 
with RPC 1.4, which requires a lawyer to 
keep a client reasonably informed about 
the status of a matter. In file disputes, 
staff members refer to WSBA Advi-
sory Opinion 181 (Asserting Possessory 
Lien Rights and Responding to Former 
Client’s Request for Files) and WSBA 
Advisory Opinion 2211 (Obligation to 
Provide (redacted) Discovery Materials 
to Former Client). In fee disputes, staff 
members suggest alternative dispute 
resolution through outside mediation or 
arbitration. The WSBA does not offer me-
diation or fee arbitration programs.

 3. ELC 1.4 provides that no “statute of limita-
tion or other time limitation restricts fil-
ing a grievance or bringing a proceeding 
under these rules, but the passage of time 
since an act of misconduct occurred may 
be considered in determining what if any 
action or sanction is warranted.”

4.  ELC 5.2 provides that ODC may conduct an 
investigation if “a person files a grievance 
or provides information to disciplinary 
counsel about a lawyer’s possible miscon-
duct or disability, and asks to be treated as 
a confidential source.” Additional informa-
tion for lawyers filing grievances is avail-
able in the September 2013 NWSidebar 
post entitled “Professional Misconduct: To 
Report or Not to Report,” and Comment [1] 
to RPC 8.3.

5.  Under ELC 3.4(h), information subject to a 
protective order under ELC 3.2(e) will not 
be released. 

6.  Under ELC 5.3(h), if disciplinary counsel 
schedules a deposition, the lawyer is liable 
for the costs of the deposition and attorney 
fees of $500. 

7.  See ELC 5.3(d).
8.  Generally, ODC destroys a grievance file 

and an electronic record of the grievance 
file three years after the initial dismissal 
date. 

9.  Under ELC 8.2(b), disability proceedings 
are not disciplinary proceedings and they 
are confidential under ELC 3.3(b). 

10. See ELC 9.1.
11 . See ELC 9.3.
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A lawyer’s call to 
take on unpopu-
lar causes in our 
country most fa-
mously dates back 
to 1770 when John 
Adams, a leader of 

the American resistance movement, 
successfully defended eight British sol-
diers charged with firing into a crowd 
and killing five protesters during the 
Boston Massacre. The first lawyer 
elected U.S. president in 1797, Adams 
called it “one of the most gallant, gener-
ous, manly, and disinterested actions of 
my whole life.”

The Rules of Professional Conduct 
don’t require a lawyer to accept repre-
sentation of a case. A lawyer may even 
decline appointment from a tribunal 

if the cause is “so repugnant” to the 
lawyer as to impair his or her ability 
to represent the client (RPC 6.2). How-
ever, the American Bar Association’s 
comment to such a rule is that a lawyer 
should accept a “fair share” of unpopu-
lar clients.

The unpopular-client issue recently 
came to national attention in two gay-
rights cases. King & Spaulding withdrew 
from its defense of the Defense of Mar-
riage Act before the U.S. Supreme Court, 
citing “inadequate vetting” prior to tak-
ing the case. Paul Clement, a former U.S. 
solicitor general, remained on the case, 
but resigned from the firm, stating:

I resign out of a firmly-held belief 
that a representation should not be 
abandoned because the client’s le-

gal position is unpopular in certain 
quarters. Defending unpopular po-
sitions is what lawyers do. The ad-
versary system of justice depends 
on it, especially in cases where the 
passions run high. Efforts to dele-
gitimize any representation of one 
side of a legal controversy are a 
profound threat to the rule of law. 
When it comes to lawyers, the sur-
est way to be on the wrong side of 
history is to abandon a client in the 
face of hostile criticism.

The ABA Journal reported that pro-
tests from gay-rights advocates, and 
dissent from within the firm, prompted 
the firm’s withdrawal from the case. 
But, in response, the Virginia Attorney 
General’s Office and the National Rifle 
Association announced they would no 
longer contract with the firm. Virginia 
AG Kenneth Cuccinelli explained that 
he wanted only firms that would defend 
his state’s interest even when “uncom-
fortable” for them, and he wondered 
why a firm defending Guantanamo 
would not defend DOMA.

A subsequent U.S. Supreme Court 
case challenged state bans on same-
sex marriage. At least seven attorneys 
general declined to defend their state 
bans. The New York Times’ Tony Liptak 
reported that while many of the coun-
ty’s leading firms lined up to challenge 
the ban, no prominent national firm ap-
peared on the other side. The task fell to 
John Bursch, a former Michigan solici-
tor general. While Burch remains with 
his firm, Warner Norcross in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, the firm disassoci-
ated itself from the case, citing the 
“strong emotions” among the its clients 
and employees. Liptak concluded:

Leading law firms are willing to 
represent tobacco companies ac-
cused of lying about their deadly 
products, factories that spew pollu-
tion, and companies said to be com-
plicit in torture and murder abroad. 
But standing up for traditional 
marriage has turned out to be too 
much for the elite bar.

In response, writing in Slate, David 
S. Cohen and Lenore Carpenter argued 
that the same-sex marriage supporters 
were represented by good attorneys; 

Controversial Cases 
To Take or Not To Take
by Richard A. McCartan
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that “elite” law firms were not needed to 
make the well-established arguments; 
and that law firms had every right to 
side with gay rights advocates. They 
argued that the firms had a legitimate 
business interest in not alienating their 
employees and clients, and that:

The current state of advocacy on 
this issue should not raise concerns 
about the loss of great lawyers tak-
ing on unpopular causes. Normally, 
when we talk about the notability 
of defending an unpopular cause 
we’re referring to a situation when 
a single person, often a criminal 
defendant, stands alone against 
the full power of the state. Think 
To Kill a Mockingbird. Think Guan-
tanamo detainees. We 
dare not lose sight of the 
vast difference between 
defending human beings 
oppressed by the state 
and defending the state 
itself when it wishes to 
continue to oppress hu-
man beings. 
 
 A sharp contrast to the 

gay-rights cases has been 
the role of large law firms 
in defending a very contro-
versial client: Guantanamo 
detainees. The Wall Street 
Journal reports that many large law 
firms are assisting in detainee cases. A 
senior Pentagon official, lawyer Cully 
Stimson, was forced to resign in 2007 
for suggesting that clients should drop 
these firms. And Liz Cheney of Keep 
America Safe drew sharp rebukes from 
both Republicans and Democrats when 
she questioned the patriotism of these 
firms. The Wall Street Journal also re-
ports that, despite widespread antipa-
thy towards undocumented workers, 
undocumented minors fleeing violence 
in their native countries have been 
popular pro bono clients for many cor-
porate lawyers. 

Reluctance to side with proponents 
of same-sex marriage stems from the 
fact that these laws are viewed by many 
as the last vestige of government-sanc-
tioned discrimination. According to a 
2014 Gallup polls, 55% of Americans 
favor same-sex marriage. Gay people, 
and their family and friends, make 

known their strong feelings about the 
issue, giving the movement political 
and economic clout. Firms opposing 
same-sex marriage risk backlash from 
clients, employees, and perspective 
employees. Compared with other 
types of lawyers, an ABA survey found 
high public regard for civil rights law-
yers, who are viewed as working in the 
public interest.

 Of course, this country has greatly 
changed since Brown v. Topeka Board 
of Education in 1952 when it comes 
to alleged discrimination. A personal 
supporter of segregation, John W. Da-
vis, argued the Board’s case. A former 
Democratic nominee for president, 
U.S. solicitor general, and ambassa-
dor to England, Davis was a member 

of a prestigious New York law firm. 
Apparently, neither Davis nor his 
law firm suffered any adverse conse-
quences from the case. That would be 
unimaginable today.

Certainly, a lawyer may provide 
even unsavory or controversial clients 
with representation in every crimi-
nal case, and in every civil case, with 
arguable merit. The principle is that a 
client is entitled to representation and 
that the lawyer need not agree with the 
client’s position. Accordingly, while 
lawyers may be fairly criticized for the 
quality of their representation, they 
should not be criticized simply for who 
they represent. This view emphasizes 
that a lawyer’s role is to zealously de-
fend the legality of a client’s position, 
and not to screen cases for whether the 
position is “moral” or not. A judge or 
jury decides which side should prevail 
based on the facts and law. As Julian 
Webb writes in his book, Professional 

Legal Ethics, “The legal profession has 
a unique character in that being a good 
lawyer does not necessarily mean be-
ing a good and moral person in the 
eyes of others.”1

On the other hand, no ethical rule 
compels lawyers to accept cases. 
“Cause” lawyers choose to represent 
clients whose particular positions they 
focus on and personally believe in. Pub-
lic interest law organizations routinely 
take on controversial cases. No one 
would criticize these lawyers for being 
unwilling to represent both sides of a 
particular case. In fact, doing so would 
damage their credibility.

 Moreover, the public does not always 
give lawyers a “free pass” to represent 
any position they chose. For example, in 

2013, the U.S. Senate failed to 
confirm Debo Adegbile’s ap-
pointment to head the Justice 
Department’s Civil Rights 
Division. The successful op-
position was spearheaded by 
police groups who criticized 
Adegbile’s role in defending 
a person who killed a police 
officer who was spared the 
death penalty. In a recent is-
sue, Mother Jones criticized 
Senator Ted Cruz of Texas for 
having taken litigation posi-
tions seemingly at odds with 
his positions as a presiden-

tial candidate. The Associated Press 
has reported that lawyers for terrorist 
suspects have been threatened and 
reviled in some quarters. Lawyers for 
Big Tobacco are roundly criticized for 
defending companies that sell a deadly 
product. In his recent representation of 
a coal company, Harvard Law Profes-
sor Laurence Tribe was criticized for 
what some considered a baseless chal-
lenge to constitutionality of a climate-
change rule. 

 The American Civil Liberties Union 
was founded in 1920 to defend individ-
ual rights and liberties, and has par-
ticipated in more U.S. Supreme Court 
cases than any other private organiza-
tion, according to its website. Several 
dozen Washington lawyers volunteer 
to work on ALCU cases, according to 
Doug Honig, the organization’s com-
munication director for Washington. 
Speaking for many, the Washington 
Legal Foundation has criticized the 

THE RULES OF PROFESSIONAL 
CONDUCT DON’T REQUIRE 

A LAWYER TO ACCEPT 
REPRESENTATION OF A CASE. 
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ACLU for representing “dope deal-
ers, terrorists, serial killers, rapists, 
American Nazis, pornographers, and 
illegal aliens.” 

 Even court-appointed criminal de-
fense lawyers come under criticism for 
who they represent. In a Wall Street 
Journal article, Stephen Jones de-
scribed the threats to his life and the 
damage to his practice from his rep-
resentation of Oklahoma City bomber 
Timothy McVeigh. But he explains:

I felt it important that a trial law-
yer from Oklahoma be ready to 
accept the court’s appointment. If 
no competent or experienced trial 
lawyer in Oklahoma was willing to 
defend Mr. McVeigh, it would have 
been a black mark not only against 
justice but against the bar asso-
ciation and ultimately against our 
state and society. 

On the other hand, declining rep-

resentation of a paying client based 
on moral beliefs is also a principled 
stand. Moreover, in such a case, the 
lawyer’s personal beliefs may some-
how affect the lawyer’s commit-
ment to the case. A 2014 Gallup poll 
showed only 23% of Americans hold 
lawyers in “high esteem.” This low 
mark undoubtedly stems in part from 
a belief that lawyers are simply “hired 
guns” who take positions regardless 
of whether they believe that a posi-
tion is morally defensible. An ABA 
poll found that 74% of those surveyed 
believe that lawyers are “more inter-
ested in winning than in seeing that 
justice is served.” 

Many lawyers are uncomfortable 
with this reputation. For instance, in 
representing the coal company, Pro-
fessor Tribe insisted that he actually 
believed in his Constitutional argu-
ment, and that his services were not 
“for sale.” As reported in the ABA 
Journal, surveys show that lawyers 
are generally more satisfied with 
their work if they believe they are 
promoting social good or at least not 
causing harm. That might explain 
why government lawyers report a 68% 
satisfaction rate with their work.

Issues in representing an unpopu-
lar position occurred when the New 
York law firm Craveth, Swain & Moore 
defended a bank accused of launder-
ing millions of dollars’ worth of gold 
stolen from Holocaust survivors by 
the Nazis. The representation caused 
friction with the firm. According to 
the Los Angeles Times, the firm de-
fended its representation by stating 
that its objective in taking the case 
was to produce a settlement that was 
fair to survivors and preserved the 
bank’s reputation. Indeed, in render-
ing legal advice, a lawyer may “refer 
not only to the law, but to other con-
siderations such as moral, economic, 
social and political factors…” (RPC 
2.1). The comments to the rule rec-
ognize that, while a lawyer is not a 
“moral advisor,” moral considerations 
may be called to a client’s attention 
because they “may decisively influ-
ence how the law will be applied.”

 What drew unwanted attention to 
the two firms in the gay-rights cases 
was that they withdrew their repre-
sentation. Writing for Law.Com Net-
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works, Drew Combs reports that the 
experience has caused some firms to 
expand their intake procedures be-
yond the traditional conflict and cred-
it assessment to include a risk-benefit 
assessment. This type of assessment 
has become more important, as the 
24-hour news cycle and social media 
draws more attention than ever to 
lawyers who take controversial cases.

On one hand, controversial cases 
may generate fees, provide public ex-
posure for the lawyer, provide the sat-
isfaction of taking on a cause that the 
lawyer believes in, generate prestige 
for the lawyer if the cause is generally 
viewed as moral or socially responsi-
ble, resolve an important legal issue, 
or fulfill obligations to perform pro 
bono representation or to represent 
an unpopular or vulnerable client. On 
the other hand, these cases may upset 
other members of the law firm, as well 
as family and clients; generate unfa-
vorable publicity; or involve a cause 
that is inconsistent with the lawyer’s 
beliefs of right and wrong. While ac-
cepting some unpopular cases is gen-
erally a lawyer’s duty, whether to take 
a particular case involves the difficult 
weighing of these varied factors. NWL

ricHarD a. 
mccartan, a 
1977 graduate 
of Gonzaga 
School of Law, 
is a govern-
ment lawyer 
from Olympia. 
He can be 

reached at richardamccartan@
gmail.com.

NOTE
 1.  For discussion of the morality questions 

in the practice of law, the case for law-
yers considering moral questions is 
made in The Moral Responsibility of the 
Corporate Lawyer, Digital Commons@
Boston College Law School (2010). An 
opposite perspective is offered in Good 
Persons, Good Lawyers, and Good Law-
yering, James M. Fisher, Professor of 
Law, Southwestern Law School. See also 
Legal Ethics and the Separation of Laws 
and Morals, W. Bradleu Wendel, Cornell 
Law Faculty Publications (2005).
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New MCLE Rules 
Effective January 1, 2016

The 2013-2015 reporting group (the reporting group that needs to finish credits by December 31, 2015 and 
certify by February 1, 2016) will need to meet the current requirements. The 2014-2016 reporting group will 
be the first group affected by the new MCLE rules. 

Questions: Please call 206-733-5987 or email mcle@wsba.org

Teaching 
law school 

courses
Instructor 

cannot be a 
full-time 

law school 
professor.

Prep time
Presentation 

must be 
at least 30 
minutes in 
duration. 

Limited to 
five credits 
per hour of 

presentation 
time.

Judging 
law school 

competitions
Judging or 
preparing 
law school 

students for 
law school 
recognized 

competitions, 
mock trials or 
moot court. 
No training 
required. 

Providing 
pro bono 

legal 
services 
Providing 
pro bono 

legal services 
through a 
qualified 

legal services 
provider. 

No training 
required. 

Mentoring
Participating, 
as a mentor 

or mentee, in 
a structured 
mentoring 
program 

approved by 
the MCLE 

Board.

Writing
Published by 
a recognized 
publisher of 
legal works 
as a book, 
law review 
or scholarly 

journal 
article for 

the purpose 
of lawyer 
education 
- 10 pages 
minimum.

NEW Approved CLE Subjects:

Professional development

Personal development and mental health

Office management

Improving the legal system

NEW User-friendly MCLE Member Portal coming January 1, 2016 

Learn more at wsba.org/mcle

Other ways to earn MCLE credit:

Credit Requirements

           45 total credits every three years
           6 ethics credits

NEW: 15 Law and Legal Procedure credits - can only    
           be earned by attending or presenting courses in  
           substantive law and practice skills.

NEW: No live credit requirement

NEW
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Your contribution to 
the Campaign for 
Equal Justice helps 23 
organizations around the 
state provide critical legal 
assistance to children, 
families, seniors, veterans 
and the disabled.

Your contribution 
to the Washington 
State Bar Foundation 
supports WSBA diversity 
initiatives, and the 
public service work of 
lawyers across the state 
providing legal services 
to working families and 
veterans through the 
Moderate Means and Call 
to Duty programs.

Renew your license and 
your commitment to justice
Contribute today and make a difference in the lives of those in need.

The Washington State Bar Foundation and Legal Aid of Washington Fund, a/k/a Campaign for Equal Justice 
are public charities. Your donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
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Subscribe to WSBA-CLE Deskbooks online

Save money.
Annual subscription options include new lawyer, solo practitioner, 
and group rates and offer significant savings over print prices.

Increase your research capabilities.
Run word-search queries across primary law and deskbooks 
simultaneously.

Drill down deeper.
All cited cases, statutes, and administrative codes are hyperlinked. 
Click the link and read the full text!

Access WSBA seminar coursebooks.
The All-Publications Library and Practice Area Libraries include 
selected current coursebooks and access to an archive of 
hundreds more – not available electronically anywhere else!

For more information or to subscribe: 
http://Washington.casemakerlibra.com

Questions? Email support@casemakerlegal.com or call 1-844-838-0790.  

Need CLE credits by year-end?
No time to attend a live CLE? 

WSBA recorded seminars are the answer!

WSBA recorded seminars are:

• High-quality – focused on Washington law and taught 
by Washington practitioners.

• Current – available within a month of the live seminar.
• Immediately accessible – complete your online 

purchase and download or stream your recorded 
seminar right away.

• More valuable than ever – This year, half of your 
required 45 CLE credits (including all 6 ethics credits) 
may be from recorded seminars. Effective Jan. 1, 2016, all 
CLE credits may be from recorded seminars.

Video: streamed directly to your 
computer via the Internet. 

MP3 audio-only: downloaded directly 
to your computer. From there, burn it to 
a disc or save it to a mobile device for 
credits on the go.

Browse the catalog of hundreds of recorded seminars at www.wsbacle.org. 
Search by practice area or number of credits.
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Celebrating
125 Years

2015 marked 
the WSBA’s 
125th year as an 
organization!
NWLawyer has been celebrating all year long  
with in-depth articles that commemorate legal milestones, 
notable figures, and landmark cases of the past 125 years. 

• We’ve gone around the state on a photo tour of Washing-
ton’s historic courthouses. 

• We’ve profiled trail-blazing attorneys who broke new 
ground for the profession.

• We’ve taken a look at the history of environmental 
law, education, Native American law, and more in 
Washington.

• And we’ve revealed the stories behind selected items 
from the Barchives.

See the full list of NWLawyer’s 125th anniversary cover-
age and watch the “Voices of the Bar” video at www.wsba.
org/125.

Share your thoughts about the WSBA’s next 125 years! 
Email us at  nwlawyer@wsba.org.  
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Disciplinary
Notices

These notices of imposition of disciplinary sanctions and actions are published pursuant to Rule 3.5(d) of the Washington Supreme 
Court Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct. Active links to directory listings, RPC definitions, and documents related to the 
disciplinary matter can be found by viewing the online version of NWLawyer at http://nwlawyer.wsba.org or by looking up the re-
spondent in the lawyer directory on the WSBA website (www.wsba.org) and then scrolling down to “Discipline History.” As some 
WSBA members share the same or similar names, please read all disciplinary notices carefully for names, cities, and bar numbers. 

Resigned in Lieu of Discipline

Sally N. Rees (WSBA No. 17720, admitted 
1988), of Olympia, resigned in lieu of disci-
pline, effective 9/22/2015. The lawyer agrees 
that she is aware of the alleged misconduct 
in disciplinary counsel’s Statement of Alleged 
Misconduct and rather than defend against 
the allegations, she wishes to permanently 
resign from membership in the Associa-
tion. The Statement of Alleged Misconduct 
reflects the following violations of the Rules 
of Professional Conduct: 8.4(c) Dishonesty, 
Fraud, Deceit or Misrepresentation. Erica 
Temple acted as disciplinary counsel. Sally N. 
Rees represented herself. The online version 
of NWLawyer contains a link to the following 
document: Resignation Form of Sally N. Rees 
(ELC 9.3(b)).

Suspended

Edward A. Ritter II (WSBA No. 34499, ad-
mitted 2003), of Mill Creek, was suspended 
for three years, effective 9/11/2015, by 

order of the Washington Supreme Court. 
The lawyer’s conduct violated the follow-
ing Rules of Professional Conduct: 1.15A 
(Safeguarding Property), 1.15B (Required 
Trust Account Records), 8.1 (Bar Admission 
and Disciplinary Matters), 8.4(b) Criminal 
Act, 8.4(c) Dishonesty, Fraud, Deceit or 
Misrepresentation,  8.4(l) ELC violation. Erica 
Temple acted as disciplinary counsel. Peter 
Ehrlichman and Amy Sterner Nelson acted 
as special disciplinary counsel. David Allen 
represented Respondent. Noah Christian 
Davis was the hearing officer. Joseph Nappi 
Jr. was the settlement hearing officer. The 
online version of NWLawyer contains links to 
the following documents: Disciplinary Board 
Order Approving Stipulation; Stipulation 
to Suspension; and Washington Supreme 
Court Order.

Admonished

Todd M. Gruenhagen (WSBA No. 12340, 
admitted 1982), of Seattle, was ordered to 
receive an admonition, effective 6/18/2015, 

UPCOMING WSBA CONFERENCES 
AROUND THE STATE

March 11, 2016 

May 4-7, 2016 

May 6, 2016  

June 17-19, 2016  

June 24-26, 2016   

Intellectual Property Institute
Washington State Convention Center, Seattle

Environmental and Land Use Law Section Midyear Conference
Suncadia Resort • Cle Elum

Senior Lawyers Section Annual Conference
Seattle Airport Marriott • SeaTac

Real Property, Probate and Trust Section Midyear Conference
Suncadia Resort • Cle Elum

Family Law Section Midyear Conference
Vancouver Hilton • Vancouver, WA

by order of the hearing officer. The lawyer’s 
conduct violated the following Rules of 
Professional Conduct: 8.4(l) ELC violation. 
M. Craig Bray acted as disciplinary counsel. 
Todd M. Gruenhagen represented himself. 
James D. Hicks was the hearing officer. John H. 
Loeffler was the settlement hearing officer. 
The online version of NWLawyer contains 
links to the following documents: Order on 
Stipulation to Admonition; Stipulation to 
Admonition; and Admonition. 

Transferred to Disability Inactive 
Status

Matthew A. Miller (WSBA No. 28197, admit-
ted 1998), of Seattle, was by stipulation 
transferred to disability inactive status, 
effective 9/29/2015. This is not a disciplin-
ary action. 

Carrie J. Molenda (WSBA No. 13196, admitted 
1983), of Bellevue, was by stipulation trans-
ferred to disability inactive status, effective 
9/29/2015. This is not a disciplinary action. 
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What is the membership year?
Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

What about law students?
Law students can join any section 
for $18.75.

What about new attorneys?
Newly admitted attorneys can join 
one section for free during their first 
year.

It’s easy to join online! 

sections@wsba.org • www.wsba.org/legal-community/sections

WSBA Sections

Connect with others in your 
area of the law.

Join a WSBA 
Section Today!

Why join a section?
Membership in one or more of the 
WSBA’s sections provides a forum for 
members who wish to explore and 
strengthen their interest in various ar-
eas of the law. 

Who can join?
Any active WSBA member can join. 

What are the benefits?
• Professional networking

• Resources and referrals

• Leadership opportunities

• Being “in the know”

• Advancing your career

• Effecting change in your practice 
area

• Skill development in involvement 
with programs and the legislative 
process

• Sense of community among peers

Is there a section that meets my 
interest?
With 28 practice sections, you’ll find at 
least one that aligns with your practice 
area and/or interest. 

Learn more about any section at www.
wsba.org/legal-community/sections.

Announcements

Ridgway Law Group
is pleased to announce that 

Michael May

has joined our firm as an associate. Mr. May 
graduated from Lewis & Clark Law School, 
where he was a Dean Scholarship recipient 
and an associate editor for the Animal Law 
Review. Mr. May’s practice will focus in the 
areas of probate, guardianships and trust,  

and estate litigation.

Ridgway Law Group, P.S.
701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 4110

Seattle, WA 98104
206-838-2501

www.ridgwaylawgroup.com

Davies Pearson, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

is pleased to announce that

Thomas L. Dashiell

has become an Associate of the firm and will 
practice in the areas of commercial litigation, 

general business, real property, real estate 
transactions, and probate. Mr. Dashiell graduated 
from Willamette University College of Law, cum 
laude, with a Business Law Certificate, in 2015. 

He received his B.A. in Political Science from the 
University of Washington in 2011.

253-238-5115 • tdashiell@dpearson.com

920 Fawcett Ave. | PO Box 1657 | Tacoma, WA 98401
Tel: 253-620-1500 • Fax: 253-572-3052

www.dpearson.com
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Need to Know

News and information of 
interest to WSBA members

Email nwlawyer@wsba.org if you 
have an item you would like to 
include.

Opportunities for Service
Interested in Being Interviewed for 
Appellate Court Vacancies?
Deadline: Dec. 31, 2015, for Feb. 4, 2016, 
Interviews
On Feb. 4, 2016, the WSBA Judicial Recom-
mendation Committee (JRC) will interview 
attorneys and judges interested in being 
appointed by the Governor to fill potential 
vacancies on the Washington Supreme 
Court and Court of Appeals. The JRC’s 
recommendations are reviewed by the 
WSBA Board of Governors and forwarded 
to the Governor for consideration when 
making appointments. To be considered 
for an interview, complete and submit the 
questionnaire posted on the JRC webpage 
at www.wsba.org/jrc by Dec. 31, 2015. For 
further information, visit the JRC webpage.

Supreme Court Ethics Advisory 
Committee
Application Deadline: Dec. 31, 2015
The WSBA Board of Governors is accepting 
letters of interest and resumes for mem-
bers interested in serving a two-year term 
on the Supreme Court Ethics Advisory 
Committee. The Board of Governors will 
nominate one member who is appointed 
by the Supreme Court. The term will begin 
upon appointment and expire on Oct. 31, 
2017. The Committee is designated as the 
body to give advice with respect to the ap-
plication of the provisions of the Code of 
Judicial Conduct to officials of the Judicial 
Branch as defined in article 4 of the Wash-
ington Constitution and shall from time to 
time submit to the Supreme Court recom-
mendations for necessary or advisable 
changes in the Code of Judicial Conduct (GR 
10). The Committee communicates regu-
larly by email regarding opinion requests. 
The Committee also meets from time 
to time in person, although such meet-
ings are infrequent. Further information 
about the Supreme Court Ethics Advisory 
Committee can be found at www.courts.
wa .gov/commit tee/?fa=commit tee.
home&committee_id=124. To apply, send 
letters of interest and resumes to: WSBA 

Communications Department, 1325 Fourth 
Ave., Ste. 600, Seattle, WA 98101-2539 or 
email barleaders@wsba.org.

WSBA News
Notice of Hearing on Petition for 
Reinstatement of Stephen Bruce 
Blanchard
A petition for reinstatement after disbar-
ment has been filed by Stephen Bruce 
Blanchard, WSBA No. 12294, who was 
admitted in 1982 and disbarred in 2008. At 
the time of his disbarment, Mr. Blanchard 
practiced in Snohomish County, Washing-
ton. A hearing on Mr. Blanchard’s petition 
will be conducted before the Character 
and Fitness Board on Friday, Jan. 22, 2016. 
Not later than 5 p.m. on Dec. 22, 2015, 
anyone wishing to do so may file with the 
Character and Fitness Board a written 
statement for or against reinstatement, 
setting forth factual matters showing that 
the petitioner does or does not meet the 
requirements of Admission to Practice 
Rule 25.5(a). Except by the Character and 
Fitness Board’s leave, no person other 
than the petitioner or petitioner’s counsel 
shall be heard orally by the Board. Com-
munications to the Character and Fitness 
Board should be sent to Kevin Bank, Coun-
sel to the Character and Fitness Board, 
Washington State Bar Association, 1325 
Fourth Ave., Ste. 600, Seattle, WA 98101-
2539, or to kevinb@wsba.org. This notice is 
published pursuant to APR 25.4(a). 

2016 License Renewal and MCLE 
Information
Complete your license renewal and MCLE 
certification online — it’s easy. License re-
newal must be completed by Feb. 1, 2016. 
WSBA bylaws require a 30% late-payment 
fee if the annual license fee remains un-
paid after that date. Please note: Our ser-
vice provider will charge you a separate, 
non-refundable transaction fee of 2.5% 
on all bank card transactions. There is no 
transaction fee if you renew online and 
mail in your check. 

Certify MCLE compliance. If you are 
in the 2013–2015 reporting period (Group 
3), then you are due to report CLE credits 
and certify MCLE compliance. The deadline 
for completing credits is Dec. 31, 2015. The 
certification must be completed online or 
be postmarked or delivered to the WSBA 
by Feb. 1, 2016. Visit wsba.org/MCLE to 
learn more.

Judicial members. Please note that you 

are required to inform the Bar within 10 
days of your retirement or your ineligibil-
ity for judicial membership (and you must 
apply to change to another membership 
class or to resign). Visit wsba.org/licensing 
to learn more.

Two New Releases from WSBA 
Publications
The new 2015 fourth edition of the Wash-
ington Appellate Practice Deskbook, edit-
ed by Catherine Wright Smith and Howard 
M. Goodfriend, provides comprehensive 
advice for effective appellate advocacy 
and oral argument under Washington’s 
Rules of Appellate Procedure. A 2015 
Supplement to Volume 3 of the Wash-
ington Real Property Deskbook, covering 
real property interests and duties of third 
parties, has also just been released. For 
more information, or to order, go to www.
wsbacle.org or call 206-733-5918 or 800-
945-WSBA and ask for Order Fulfillment.

Join the WSBA New Lawyers List 
Serve
This list serve is a discussion platform for 
new lawyers of the WSBA. In addition to 
being the best place to receive news and 
information relevant to new lawyers, this 
is a place to ask questions, seek referrals, 
and make connections with peers. To join, 
email newlawyers@wsba.org.

Washington Young Lawyers 
Committee Meeting
The Washington Young Lawyers Commit-
tee will be meeting on Sat., Dec. 5, at the 
WSBA offices in Seattle. For more infor-
mation or to attend, email newlawyers@
wsba.org. 

New MCLE Rule Takes Effect in 2016
The new MCLE rule taking effect on Jan. 
1, 2016, gives lawyers the opportunity to 
customize their continuing education to 
best meet their needs. Lawyers will be able 
to take advantage of new MCLE approved 
course subjects and activities to address 
important topics like lawyer-client issues, 
office management, personal and profes-
sional development, and stress manage-
ment. The increased flexibility is designed 
to create more meaningful learning oppor-
tunities to support excellent lawyer-client 
relationships and office practices and 
ultimately improve work-life balance, job 
satisfaction, and career stability. 

At least 6 credits must be in ethics 
and professional responsibility. At least 
15 credits must be from attending ap-

http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=3&exitLink=mailto%3Anwlawyer%40wsba.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=www.wsba.org%2Fjrc
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=www.courts.wa.gov%2Fcommittee%2F%3Ffa%3Dcommittee.home%26committee_id%3D124
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=mailto%3Abarleaders%40wsba.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=mailto%3Akevinb%40wsba.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=wsba.org%2FMCLE
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=wsba.org%2Flicensing
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=www.wsbacle.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=www.wsbacle.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=mailto%3Anewlawyers%40wsba.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=mailto%3Anewlawyers%40wsba.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwsba.org%2FMCLE
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsbacle.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=mailto%3Anewlawyers%40wsba.org
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=www.courts.wa.gov%2Fcommittee%2F%3Ffa%3Dcommittee.home%26committee_id%3D124
http://nwlawyer.wsba.org/nwlawyer/december2015_january2016/TrackLink.action?pageName=60&exitLink=www.courts.wa.gov%2Fcommittee%2F%3Ffa%3Dcommittee.home%26committee_id%3D124


 DEC 2015/JAN 2016   |   NWLawyer     61

Need to Know

proved courses in the subject of law and 
legal procedure. The remaining 24 credits 
can be earned in the above categories, as 
well as in new subject areas and activities 
that include professional development, 
personal development and mental health, 
office management, improving the legal 
system, or participating in a structured 
mentoring program approved by the MCLE 
Board. There is no live credit requirement. 
The new rule can be found at www.wsba.
org/licensing-and-lawyer-conduct/mcle/
apr-11-rules-and-regulations.

WSBA Board of Governors Meetings 
Jan. 28–29, 2016, Seattle; March 10, 2016, 
Olympia
With the exception of the executive session, 
Board of Governors meetings are open, and 
all WSBA members are welcome to attend. 
RSVPs are appreciated but not required. 
Contact Margaret Shane at 206-727-8244, 
800-945-9722, ext. 8244, or margarets@
wsba.org. The complete Board of Governors 
meeting schedule is available on the WSBA 
website at www.wsba.org/bog. 

Volunteer Custodians Needed
The WSBA is seeking interested lawyers 
as potential ELC 7.7 volunteer custodians. 
An appointed custodian is authorized to 
act as counsel for the limited purpose of 
protecting a client’s interests whenever 
a lawyer has been transferred to disabil-
ity inactive status, suspended, disbarred, 
dies, or disappears and no person appears 
to be protecting the clients’ interests. The 
custodian takes possession of the neces-
sary files and records and takes action to 
protect clients’ interests. The custodian 
may act with a team of custodians and 
much of the work may be performed by 
supervised staff. If the WSBA is notified of 
the need for a custodian, the WSBA would 
affirm the willingness and ability of a po-
tential volunteer and seek their appoint-
ment as custodian. Costs incurred may be 
reimbursed. Current WSBA members of all 
practice areas are welcome to apply. Con-
tact Sandra Schilling at sandras@wsba.
org, 206-239-2118 or 800-945-9722, ext. 
2118 or Darlene Neumann at darlenen@
wsba.org, 206-733-5923 or 800-945-
9722, ext. 5923.

Legal Community
30th Annual Goldmark Award 
Luncheon 
The Legal Foundation of Washington’s 

30th Annual Goldmark 
Award Luncheon will be 
held Feb. 26, 2016, at the 
Sheraton Seattle Hotel. 
The event includes a Pro 
Bono Council meeting, 
ATJ Forum, Rainier and 
Baker Cup presentations, 
leadership celebration, 
and more. The Charles A. 
Goldmark Distinguished 
Service Award is named 
in honor of Charles A . 
Goldmark, a prominent 
Seat t le at torney who 
p l a y e d  a  s i n g u l a r l y 
impor tant ro le in the 
creation of the interest 
on lawyers’ (and LPOs’) 
t rust account ( IOLTA) 
p r o g r a m .  S e e  w w w.
legalfoundation.org for 
more information. 

VABAW’s 11th Annual 
Banquet and Fashion 
Show
The Vietnamese Ameri-
can Bar Association of 
Washington (VABAW) 
held its 11th annual ban-
quet at the Triple Door 
on Oct. 14, 2015. The theme was “Our 
40-Year Journey.” Keynote speakers 
Binh Mach, of RB Enterprises, and Miki 
Nguyen, from The Last Days in Vietnam, 
spoke about their stories and hard-
ships. VABAW President Ada K. Wong 
celebrated with fellow judges, lawyers, 
law students, and professionals sup-
porting VABAW’s mission to provide 
mutual support for attorneys in the 
advancement of their careers, to be a 
trusted guide and resource for students 
aspiring towards the legal profession, to 
serve as a voice for the local Vietnamese 
American community, and to represent 
Vietnamese American attorneys within 
the State Bar. 

Ethics
Facing an Ethical Dilemma? 
Members facing ethical dilemmas can 
talk with WSBA professional responsi-
bility counsel for informal guidance on 
analyzing a situation involving their own 
prospective ethical conduct under the 
RPCs. All calls are confidential. Any ad-
vice given is intended for the education 

of the inquirer and does not represent 
an official position of the WSBA. Ev-
ery effort is made to return calls within 
two business days. Call the Ethics Line 
at 206-727-8284 or 800-945-9722, ext. 
8284.

Search WSBA Advisory Opinions 
Online 
WSBA advisory opinions are available on-
line at www.wsba.org/ advisoryopinions. 
You can search opinions by number, year 
issued, ethical rule, subject matter, or 
keyword. Advisory opinions are issued 
by the WSBA to assist members in inter-
preting their ethical obligations in specific 
circumstances. The opinions are the re-
sult of study and analysis in response to 
requests from WSBA members. For as-
sistance, call the Ethics Line at 206-727-
8284 or 800-945-9722, ext. 8284.

WSBA Lawyers Assistance 
Program (LAP)
WSBA Connects
WSBA Connects provides free counsel-
ing in your community. All Bar members 

Top: (left to right) 2015 VABAW Board of Directors: Yutaka Ishida, Ty Ho, 
Linda Nguyen, Michelle Pham, Ada K. Wong, Zoe Wong, Tony Nguyen, 
Melanie Nguyen, Yayi Ding. Bottom: Fashion designer Anh Pham with 
models from the show. 
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IMMIGRATION 
REPRESENTATION

Gibbs Houston Pauw
We handle or assist in all types 
of immigration representation 

for businesses, families and 
individuals seeking new or 

renewed status.

The firm has years of experience 
in all areas of immigration law, 

with particular expertise in 
employer workplace compliance, 

immigration consequences of 
crimes, removal defense, and 

federal court litigation.

Languages include: Spanish, 
Chinese, Russian, Hindi, Punjabi.

Robert H. Gibbs
Robert Pauw

Gibbs Houston Pauw
1000 Second Ave., Suite 1600

Seattle, WA 98104
206-682-1080

www.ghp-immigration.com

Professionals

McGAVICK GRAVES, 
P.S.

Mediation and
Arbitration Group

Hon. Rosanne Buckner, Ret. 
Barbara Jo Sylvester

Henry Haas
William P. Bergsten

Robert Beale
Cameron J. Fleury

Combined experience of over 250 
years. Our team is ready to help 
resolve your complex matters.

Please visit our website
for additional information.

McGAVICK GRAVES, P.S.
1102 Broadway, Suite 500

Tacoma, WA 98402
Local: 253-254-5900

Toll Free: 800-709-7015
www.mcgavickgraves.com

are eligible for three free sessions on 
topics as broad as work stress, career 
challenges, addiction, anxiety, and other 
issues. By calling 800-765-0770, a tele-
phone representative will arrange a re-
ferral using APS’s network of clinicians 
throughout the state of Washington. We 
encourage you to make the most of this 
valuable resource.

Drop-In Job Search Group
Our weekly job group is held every Mon-
day at the WSBA offices. It ’s a chance to 
network with other attorneys and learn 
job search skills. We cover methods of 
looking for work online, networking, el-
evator pitch, cover letters and resumes, 
and ways to identify the best path for 
oneself within the law. Whether you are 
new to practice, making a mid-career 
transition, or are thinking about leaving 
the law, you are welcome to participate. 
Email Dan Crystal at danc@wsba.org. 
RSVP is required.

Mindful Lawyers Group 
A growing number of legal professionals 
across the nation are applying mindful-
ness-based skills and training to law-
yering. The Washington Contemplative 
Lawyers group meets on Mondays on 
the 6th floor of the WSBA offices in the 
LAP group room from noon to 12:45. For 
more information, contact Greg Wolk at 
greg@rekhiwolk.com. 

Judges Assistance Program
The purpose of the Judges Assistance 
Services Program (JASP) is to prevent 
or alleviate problems before they jeop-
ardize a judicial officer’s career. JASP 
provides confidential support and treat-
ment for judges struggling with mental 
health issues, addiction, physical dis-
ability, or the loss of a loved one, among 
other topics. If you are a judge or are 
concerned about a judge, contact the 
Judges Assistance Services Program at 
206-727-8268 or at jasp@courts.wa.gov. 

Procrastination
Do you keep putting off certain tasks? 
Do you worry about work you’re not do-
ing? Procrastination can be hazardous to 
your professional and personal health. 
Try dividing the task up into small bites, 
then attack the first logical piece. If 
you’d like help breaking the procrastina-
tion habit, call WSBA Connects at 1-800-
765-0770 to schedule a confidential con-
sultation. Enjoy feeling in control again.

WSBA Law Office Management 
Program (LOMAP)
LOMAP Lending Library
The WSBA LOMAP and LAP Lending Library 
is a service to WSBA members. We offer 
the short-term loan of books on health 
and well-being as well as the business 
management aspects of your law office. 
How does it work? You can view available 
titles at www.wsba.org/resources-and-
services/lomap/lending-library. Books 
may be borrowed by any WSBA member 
for up to two weeks. LOMAP requires your 
WSBA ID to guarantee the book’s return to 
the program. If you live outside of the Se-
attle area, books can be mailed to you; you 
will be responsible for return postage. For 
walk-in members, we recommend calling 
first to check availability of requested ti-
tles. To arrange for a book loan or to check 
availability, contact lomap@wsba.org.

Casemaker Online Research 
Casemaker is a powerful online research 
library provided free to WSBA members. 
Read about this legal research tool on 
the WSBA website at www.wsba.org/ 
casemaker. As a WSBA member, you al-
ready receive free access to Casemaker. 
Now, we have enhanced this member 
benefit by upgrading to add Casemaker+ 
with CaseCheck+ for you. Just like Shepa-
rd’s and KeyCite, CaseCheck+ tells you 
instantly whether your case is good law. 
If you want more information, you can 
find it on the Casemaker website, or call 
877-659-0801 and a Casemaker repre-
sentative can talk with you about these 
features. For help using Casemaker, call 
the WSBA Service Center at 800-945-
WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. 

Learn More about Case-Management 
Software
The WSBA Law Office Management As-
sistance Program maintains a computer 
for members to review software tools 
designed to maximize office efficiency. 
 LOMAP staff is available to provide ma-
terials, answer questions, and make rec-
ommendations. To make an appointment, 
contact lomap@wsba.org.

Usury Rate 
The average coupon equivalent yield from 
the first auction of 26-week treasury bills 
in November 2015 was 0.285%. Therefore, 
the maximum allowable usury rate for De-
cember is 12%.
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Professionals

INSURANCE BAD FAITH
EXPERT TESTIMONY

• Insurance Fair Conduct Act
• Coverage Denial and Claim  
 Handling
• Reservation of Rights 
 Defense

Bill Hight has 32 years of 
experience in insurance 

coverage/bad faith litigation. 

Please visit www.HightLaw.com 
for details of experience and 

credentials.

WILLIAM P. HIGHT
Email: wph@HightLaw.com

Tel: 360-331-4030
www.HightLaw.com

CIVIL APPEALS

Jason W. Anderson

Successful results in 
personal injury, insurance, 

family law, commercial, 
and more.  

206-622-8020

anderson@carneylaw.com

FORENSIC 
ACCOUNTING

Robert Loe, CFE, CPA
• Certified fraud examiner
• Forensic accounting
• Litigation support
• Expert witness testimony
• Experienced peer reviewer
• Investigator for state board 

of accountancy
• Licensed in WA, AK, HI, & 

DC.  

221 First Avenue West, Suite 400
Seattle, WA 98119

206-292-1747
www.loecpa.com

robert@loecpa.com

TRADEMARK
COPYRIGHT & PATENT 

SEARCHES

Experienced Washington office 
for attorneys worldwide

FEDERAL SERVICES & RESEARCH

Attorney-directed projects 
at all federal agencies in 

Washington, D.C., including 
USDA, TTB, EPA, Customs, 
FDA, INS, FCC, ICC, SEC, 
USPTO, and many others. 

Face-to-face meetings with 
Gov’t officials, Freedom of 
Information Act requests, 

copyright deposits, document 
legalization at State Dept. 
and embassies, complete 

trademark copyright patent 
and TTAB files.

COMPREHENSIVE
U.S. Federal, State, Common 

Law, and Design searches.

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
EXPERTS

Our professionals average over 
25 years’ experience each.

FAST
Normal 2-day turnaround with 

24-hour and 4-hour service 
available.

GOVERNMENT 
LIAISON SERVICES, 

INC.
200 N. Glebe Rd., Ste. 321

Arlington, VA 22203

Tel: 703-524-8200 
Fax: 703-525-8451

Toll Free: 1-800-642-6564

Minutes from USPTO and 
Washington, D.C.

info@governmentliaison.com

www.governmentliaison.com

ETHICS 
and LAWYER

DISCIPLINARY
INVESTIGATION

and PROCEEDINGS

Stephen C. Smith,
former Chair of the

Washington State Bar 
Association Disciplinary 
Board, is now accepting 

referrals for attorney 
disciplinary investigations 

and proceedings in 
Washington, Idaho, Hawaii, 

and Guam.

HAWLEY TROXELL ENNIS  
& HAWLEY LLP

877 Main Street 
Suite 1000

Boise, ID 83702
208-344-6000

scsmith@hawleytroxell.com

LAW FIRM BREAK-UPS
PARTNER DEPARTURES 

AND EXPULSIONS
Discreet consultation and 

litigation of partner withdrawals 
or expulsions.

SMYTH & MASON, PLLC

have years of experience 
successfully representing 

departing partners, expelled 
partners, and law firms. 

Operating agreements, divisions 
of profits, receivables, case files 

and clients; redistribution of debt 
and costs.

Don’t go it alone.

SMYTH & MASON, PLLC
71st Floor, Columbia Center

701 Fifth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104
Tel: 206-621-7100 • Fax: 206-682-3203

www.smythlaw.com
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 LAWYER DISCIPLINE
AND LEGAL ETHICS

Former Chief Disciplinary 
Counsel

Anne I. Seidel

is available for representation
in lawyer discipline matters and 

advice on legal ethics issues.

206-284-2282

1817 Queen Anne Ave. N., Ste. 311
Seattle, WA 98109

anne@anneseidel.com 
www.anneseidel.com

Professionals

CIVIL APPEALS
David J. Corbett

Focused on the clear presentation 
of compelling legal arguments 
for civil appeals and summary 

judgment motions. Available for 
association or referral.

DAVID CORBETT PLLC
www.DavidCorbettLaw.com

253-414-5235

COMPUTER FORENSIC
• analysis

• incident response
• investigations

• testimony

DR. GORDON MITCHELL
eSleuth

Ph.D. UW Electrical Engineering
CPP, CISSP, SANS GSEC & GCIH

fellow of ISSA and SPIE

legal.enquiries@eSleuth.com
888-375-3884 • Future Focus, Inc

WA PI 1844

www.eSleuth.com

 DISPUTED 
ATTORNEY’S

FEE EXPERTISE
Michael R. Caryl

20+ years’ experience in 
litigating, settling, arbitrating 

& serving as expert witness 
in all manner of disputed fee 

contexts, including
• Fee reasonableness 

determinations
• Collecting & defending fee 

collections
• Fee shifting proceedings (e.g. 

statutory & contractual)
• Attorney’s lien foreclosures
• CR 11 and RCW 4.84.185 fee 

hearings
• Breach of fiduciary duty 

claims involving fees

Mike has served as an expert 
witness on disputed fee issues 

on over 50 occasions, of 
which he presented live court 

testimony and formal opinions 
on issues of disputed lawyer’s 

fees in over 40 cases. 
Visit www.michaelcaryl.com 

for details of experience & 
credentials

MICHAEL R. CARYL, P.S.
3301 Burke Avenue, Suite 402

Seattle, WA 98103
206-378-4125

michaelc@michaelcaryl.com

Medical Record Summary, 
Deposition Summary and 

Document Review Experts! 
Highest quality work product. 
Unparalleled turnaround time.
Best value. 20% off first project.
Serving plaintiff and defense. 

VIRTUAL INDEPENDENT 
PARALEGALS, LLC
info@viphelpme.com

206-842-4613

www.viphelpme.com

MEDIATION
Mac Archibald

Mac has been a trial lawyer in 
Seattle for over 40 years. He 

has tried a wide range of cases 
including maritime, personal injury, 

construction, products liability, 
consumer protection, insurance 

coverage, and antitrust law.

Mac has over 20 years of 
experience mediating cases in 

Washington, Oregon, and Alaska. 
He has mediated over 1,500 

cases in the areas of maritime, 
personal injury, construction, 

wrongful death, employment, and 
commercial litigation.

Mac has a reputation as not only 
being highly prepared for every 

mediation, but also for providing as 
much follow-up as is necessary to 

settle a case.

LAW OFFICES OF 
EDWARD M. ARCHIBALD

Mediation Services
601 Union Street, Suite 4200

Seattle, WA 98101
Tel: 206-903-8355 • Fax: 206-903-8358

Email: mac@archibald-law.com

www.archibald-law.com

FREEDOM OF SPEECH
(See, e.g.): 

Yates v. Fithian,
2010 WL 3788272 (W.D. Wash. 2010)

City of Seattle v. Menotti, 
409 F.3d 1113 (9th Cir. 2005)

State v. Letourneau, 
100 Wn. App. 424 (2000)

Fordyce v. Seattle,
55 F.3d 436 (9th Cir. 1995)

LIMIT v. Maleng, 
874 F. Supp. 1138 (W.D. Wash. 1994)

James E. Lobsenz
701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3600

Seattle, WA 98104
206-622-8020

lobsenz@carneylaw.com
www.carneylaw.com
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Professionals

DIGITAL FORENSIC 
AND E-DISCOVERY 

EXPERTS
 

DefSec delivers professional 
services in the areas of:

• Digital Forensics 
• Electronic Discovery 
• Mobile Forensics 
• Data Recovery 
• Expert Witness 
• Litigation Support 
• Training and other services 
DefSec Solutions, LLC
855-933-3732 • info@defsec.com

www.defsec.com

NEW PARTNER OR ASSOCIATE  
at your firm? Have a legal 

service to offer?
Advertise in NWLawyer’s  

Announcements or Professionals 
section! Email advertisers@wsba.

org or  call 206-727-8260.

PROFESSIONAL 
LIABILITY INSURANCE

If standard insurance programs 
won’t cover you due to claims, 

State Bar discipline, or your 
area of practice, I can help. As a 
surplus lines broker, I represent 

you, the insured, not any 
insurer.

GEORGE E. DIAS, AIC ASLI
P.O. Box 641723 

San Francisco, CA 94164
Cell: 415-505-9699

WAOIC License # 751521

FEDERAL APPEALS

Jay Juhani Kiiha
U.S. v. Holmes

646 F.3d 659 (9th Cir. 2011).

State v. Pruett
143 Idaho 151 (2006).

Referrals or Joint Representation.
Competitive Fees.

Licensed in Idaho and Washington.

Jay Juhani Kiiha, J.D., LL.M.
208-340-4464

jay@nwappeals.com

CLE seminars are subject to change. 
Please check with providers to verify 
information. To announce a seminar, 
send information to clecalendar@wsba.
org. Information must be received by 
the first day of the month for placement 
in the  following issue’s calendar.

CLE Calendar

INVESTOR CLAIMS
Former NASD Series 7, 66 
and life/annuity insurance 

licensed broker/investment 
advisor. Available for 

consultation and referrals 
in claims involving broker/

dealer error, fraud, and 
investment suitability.

COURTLAND SHAFER
JOHN G. LLEWELLYN, PLLC
4847 California Ave. SW, Ste. 100

Seattle, WA 98116
206-923-2889

courtland@llllaw.net

JUSTICE & EQUALITY 
LEGAL SERVICES, PLLC

Jill Mullins-Cannon

Family Law Appeals 
Discrimination in Education

Available for appeals in state 
court regarding family law 

matters. 

Assist families and students 
work with school districts 

regarding discrimination, sexual 
harassment, and bullying.  

The JELS blog provides updates 
on these areas of law. 

360-362-0412
www.justiceandequalityls.com

CREDITOR DEBTOR

Judgments: You’ve Won! Now What? 
Dec. 9, Seattle and webcast. 6.75 CLE credits, 
including .75 ethics. Presented by WSBA in 
partnership with the WSBA Creditor Debtor 
Rights Section; 800-945-WSBA or 206-443-
WSBA. www.wsbacle.org.

ETHICS

The 13th Annual Law of Lawyering 
Conference (Day 1)
Dec. 10, Seattle and webcast. 6 CLE ethics 
credits. Presented by WSBA; 800-945-WSBA 
or 206-443-WSBA. www.wsbacle.org.

The 13th Annual Law of Lawyering 
Conference (Day 2)
Dec. 11, Seattle and webcast. 6 CLE ethics 
credits. Presented by WSBA; 800-945-WSBA 
or 206-443-WSBA. www.wsbacle.org.

GENERAL PRACTICE

Everything You Need to Know About 
Metadata: Essentials and Advanced Topics
Dec. 18, Seattle and webcast. 6 CLE credits, 
including 2.25 ethics. Presented by WSBA; 
800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. www.
wsbacle.org.

Everything You Need to Know About 
Metadata: Advanced Topics
Dec. 18, Seattle and webcast. 3 CLE credits, 
including 1.5 ethics. Presented by WSBA; 
800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. www.
wsbacle.org.

2015 Best of WSBA CLE (Day 1)
Dec. 30, webcast moderated replay. 6 CLE 
credits, including 1 ethics. Presented by 
WSBA; 800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. 
www.wsbacle.org.

2015 Best of WSBA CLE (Day 2)
Dec. 31, webcast moderated replay. 3.5 CLE 
ethics credits. Presented by WSBA; 800-945-
WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. www.wsbacle.org.

LAW PRACTICE MANAGEMENT

Solo and Small Practice Section Seminar
Jan. 22, Seattle and webcast. CLE credits 
pending. Presented by WSBA Solo and Small 
Practice Section; 800-945-WSBA or 206-
443-WSBA. www.wsbacle.org.
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE ADS ARE 
ONLINE 
JOB SEEKERS AND JOB POSTERS,  
positions available ads can be found 
online at the WSBA Career Center. To 
view these ads or to place a position 
available ad, go to http://jobs.wsba.org.

TO PLACE A PRINT CLASSIFIED AD
RATES, DEADLINE, AND PAYMENT: 
WSBA members: $50/first 50 words; 
$1 each additional word. Non-mem-
bers: $60/first 50 words; $1 each addi-
tional word. Email text to  classifieds@
wsba.org by the first day of each 
month for the following issue (e.g., Jan. 
1 for the Feb. issue.) Advance payment 
required. For payment information, 
see  http://bit.ly/ NWLawyerAds. These 
rates are for advertising in NWLawyer 
only. For questions, email  classifieds@
wsba.org. 

Classifieds

SERVICES

The Coach for Lawyers, LLC offers business, 
career and life coaching for lawyers and law 
practice consulting services for small firms 
and solo practitioners. Services are pro-
vided by John Allison, an experienced lawyer 
and trained professional coach. For more in-
formation, call John at 707-357-3732 or visit 
www.coachlawyers.com. 

Busy? Let Emerald City Attorney Network 
turn your excess work into billable hours. 
Experienced, reliable, efficient contract/
freelance attorneys available immediately. 
Increase profit. Keep clients happy. Don’t let 
work just sit. Expand with less risk. www.
emeraldcityattorneynetwork.com. 206-
388-7808. andy@emeraldcityattorney 
network.com. 

Nationwide corporate filings and registered 
agent service. Headquartered in Washing-
ton state. Online account to easily manage 
1–1,000 of your clients’ needs. www.north 
westregisteredagent.com; 509-768-2249; 
sales@northwestregisteredagent.com.

Certified personal property appraiser/es-
tate sale and liquidation services: Deborah 
Mallory, The Sophisticated Swine LLC, Ap-
praisal and Estate Sale Service, CAGA ap-
praiser with 28 years of experience in estate 
sales, appraisals for estates, dissolution, 
insurance and donation. For details, call 425-
452-9300, www.sophisticatedswine.com or 
dsm@sophisticatedswine.com.

Contract attorney, experienced in research 
and writing, drafts trial and appellate 
briefs, motions and research memos. Trial 
preparation, summary judgment work, ed-
iting and cite-checking. Prompt turnaround 
times, excellent references. Elizabeth Dash 
Bottman, WSBA #11791, (206)526-5777, 
 ebottman@gmail.com.

Legal research and writing attorney. Confi-
dential legal research, drafting of pleadings, 
formatting, and citation checking for trial- 
and appellate-level attorneys. Professional, 
fast, and easy to work with. Call Erin Sperger 
at 206-504-2655. Sign up for free case 
law updates at www.LegalWellspring.com; 
erin@legalwellspring.com.

Medical record summary, deposition sum-
mary and document review experts! High-
est quality work product. Unparalleled turn-
around time. Best value. Serving both plaintiff 
and defense. 20% off first project. Volume 
discounts. Virtual Independent Paralegals 
(VIP Help Me). American Owned, Nationally 
Known, Virtually Everywhere! Contact VIP 
Help Me today! www.viphelpme.com, info@
viphelpme.com or 206-842-4613.

Gun rights restored! Your client lost gun 
rights when convicted of a felony or DV mis-
demeanor, but in most cases can restore 
rights after a three- or five-year waiting pe-
riod. AV-rated lawyer obtains Superior Court 
restoration orders throughout Washington. 
David M. Newman, The Rainier Law Group. 
Contact: 425-748-5200 or newman@ 
rainierlaw.com.

Appraiser of antiques, fine art, and house-
hold possessions. James Kemp-Slaughter 
ASA, FRSA, with 33 years’ experience in 
Seattle for estates, divorce, insurance, and 
donations. For details, see http://james 
kempslaughter.com; 425-943-7964; or 
Comptonhouse65@gmail.com.

Effective brief writer with 20-plus years 
of civil litigation experience and excellent 
references available as contract lawyer. 
Summary judgments, discovery motions, 
trial preparation, research memos, ap-
peals. State or federal court. Lynne Wilson; 
 lynnewilsonatty@gmail.com or 206-328-
0224. 

Make your web copy shine! Freelance writer 
and attorney of 15-plus years, ready to per-
fect your web content, blog posts, news-
letters, marketing materials, white pages, 
eBooks, etc. 100% professional and reliable. 

LEGAL LUNCHBOX SERIES

December Legal Lunchbox
Free recorded seminar available for 
download during the month of December 
starting Dec. 1. 1.5 CLE credits. Presented by 
WSBA; 800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. 
www.wsbacle.org.

January Legal Lunchbox: Emotional 
Intelligence
Jan. 26, webcast. CLE credits pending. 
Presented by WSBA; 800-945-WSBA or 206-
443-WSBA. www.wsbacle.org.

February Legal Lunchbox
Feb. 23, webcast. CLE credits pending. 
Presented by WSBA; 800-945-WSBA or 206-
443-WSBA. www.wsbacle.org.

NEW LAWYER EDUCATION

Mediation and Arbitration
Jan. 19, Seattle and webcast. 6 CLE credits, 
including .5 ethics. Presented by WSBA; 
800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. www.
wsbacle.org.

Buying and Selling Real Estate — Part I
Feb. 2, webcast. 2 CLE credits. Presented by 
WSBA; 800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. 
www.wsbacle.org.
 
Buying and Selling Real Estate — Part II
Feb. 9, webcast. 2 CLE credits. Presented by 
WSBA; 800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. 
www.wsbacle.org.

Buying and Selling Real Estate — Part III
Feb. 16, webcast. 2 CLE credits. Presented by 
WSBA; 800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. 
www.wsbacle.org.

PUBLIC SERVICE

Landlord/Tenant
Feb. 10, webinar. 6 CLE credits. Presented by 
WSBA; 800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. 
www.wsbacle.org.

REAL PROPERTY

Current Events Explosion: Recent 
Developments in Real Estate Law
Dec. 16, Seattle and webcast. 6.5 CLE credits, 
including 1 ethics. Presented by WSBA in 
partnership with the WSBA Real Property, 
Probate and Trust Section; 800-945-WSBA 
or 206-443-WSBA. www.wsbacle.org.

TAX

A Focus on Tribal Tax Issues: A Rapidly 
Changing Landscape
Dec. 15, Seattle and webcast. 3.75 CLE 
credits, including 1.5 ethics. Presented by 
WSBA in partnership with the WSBA Taxation 
Section; 800-945-WSBA or 206-443-WSBA. 
www.wsbacle.org.
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JOB SEEKERS: access job postings, 
manage your job search, post an 
anonymous résumé

EMPLOYERS: post openings, manage 
recruiting, search résumés, reach 
targeted candidates

Visit the WSBA Career Center!

http://jobs.wsba.org

Almost a decade of professional writing/
marketing experience. Dustin Reichard; 
dustin@dustinreichard.com or 206-451-
4660. Please visit www.dustinreichard.com 
for more information. 

SPACE AVAILABLE

Eastside (Bellevue) office space. Unfur-
nished offices (3) and secretarial station 
available for rent in the law office of Sebris 
Busto James 14205 SE 36th St., Bellevue. In-
cludes use of conference room, and kitchen. 
Quick and easy access off I-90 (Eastgate 
exit) and free parking. Contact Dawn Seeley 
at 425-454-4233.

Office space to be available for sublet in a 
beautiful, 22nd floor suite at 1111 Third Av-
enue, in downtown Seattle. Reception is 
included, with paralegal support available 
on a contract, as-needed basis. This 107 sq. 
ft. space includes north-facing and Puget 
Sound views, use of a large exterior con-
ference room, newly remodeled common 
areas (including on-site gym and locker 
room and bicycle storage), and a warm, col-
legial group of experienced criminal defense 
lawyers. Contact ian@gordonsaunderslaw.
com or robert@gordonsaunderslaw.com for 
more details.

Two spacious, light-filled offices w/windows 
available for sublease in Logan Bldg. Prime 
downtown Seattle; 5th/Union. Available 
individually or as a pair. Suite shared with 
small PI firm. Opportunity for referrals for 
non PI cases. Includes use of reception, con-
ference room, kitchen, work room w/copier/
scanner. Free phones. Elegantly appointed 
in-office lobby. $950 each. Contact David 
Roth 206-447-8665, david@legalroth.com.

Large office space to be available for sublet 
in a beautiful, 22nd floor suite at 1111 Third 
Avenue, in Downtown Seattle. Reception is 
included, with paralegal support available 
on a contract, as-needed basis. This 188.5 
sq. ft. interior office space includes use of a 
large exterior conference room, newly re-
modeled common areas (including on-site 
gym and locker room and bicycle storage), 
and a warm, collegial group of experienced 
criminal defense lawyers. Contact ian@
gordonsaunderslaw.com or robert@gordon 
saunderslaw.com for more details.

Pioneer Square (Seattle) office share. One 
or two lawyers’ offices plus paralegal/sec-
retary station available January 1 or possibly 
December 1. Four other long-term lawyer/

tenants, with varied PI, employment, and 
criminal defense practices, will remain. Re-
ceptionist. All great folks. Call Matt at 206-
351-4232 or Jeff at 206-682-5120.

Office rental space — available 1/1/2016. 
Three individual downtown Seattle offices 
available at $1,250 each, in shared attorney 
offices. Included are reception, kitchen and 
conference room. Email inquiries to janem@
bowman4law.com.

Downtown Seattle office space: Class A of-
fice space on the 26th floor of Two Union 
Square (6th & Union). Staffed reception, 
conference rooms, and access to copiers/
fax/postage meter. Monthly rate is $1,200 
for a two-bay office and is available Decem-
ber 1, 2015. Contact Carol at 206-654-2434 
or hill@lasher.com.

Western view partner office in down-
town Seattle. Professional and collegial 
environment. Receptionist services, con-
ference rooms included. Support staff 
station also available. Cross referrals 
possible and encouraged, particularly 
for attorneys with practices emphasizing 
employment, family law or general liti-
gation. Office $1,550; workstation $400. 
One-year lease required, flexible thereaf-
ter. Contact audra@amicuslawgroup.com 
or 206-624-9410.

Small-law-firm-sized space for lease in 
Snohomish: Class A offices were designed 
and built for a firm of 4 to 8 lawyers and 
staff. Entire 2,500 sq.ft. second floor. Off-
street parking, riverside views, handicapped 
access, conference room and fire-resistant 
file vault. Shared workout room with shower 
and break room with appliances. Located in 
historic downtown Snohomish beside the 
Centennial biking and walking trail. See pho-
tos and details at Craigslist for Seattle. Go 
to “Housing/Commercial” and type “21 Ave 
A Snohomish” in search box. Or call Bruce 
Keithly, 360-657-2293.

Executive and virtual office suites avail-
able now! Downtown Seattle, Safeco Plaza 
Building, 32nd Floor. Join our network of at-
torneys! Includes fiber internet, receptionist, 
conference rooms, kitchen facilities, notary 
services, fitness center. Support services 
such as telephone answering, copier, fax 
also available. Starting at $60/month. 206-
624-9188 or offices@business-service-
center.com.

Office Space Available for Lease in Moses 
Lake. Two offices available in Class A Office, 
perfect for an attorney and staff. Larger of-
fice has lake view. Fiber Internet, elevator, 
locking file storage, copier, phones, kitchen-
ette, waiting room, great location. Profes-
sionally managed building. $1,500/month 
for both offices. $1,100/month for lake view 
office. Contact Lyliane at Lyliane.c@gmail.
com or 509-237-1800.     

VACATION RENTAL

Paris apartment at Notre Dame. Vacation 
rental. Elegant two-bedroom, 1.5-bathroom 
apartment in the heart of Paris, owned by 
WSBA member. 202-285-1201 or angpolin@
aim.com.

Charming vacation condo in Whitefish, 
Montana. Easy access to Big Mountain Ski 
Resort and Glacier National Park. Walk to 
art galleries, antique shops, fine dining, wine 
bars, and coffee shops. Check out www.
vrbo.com, property #405582 or contact 
 susanraefox@gmail.com. 

VACATION SALE

Nestled in the heart of NW Tuscany, 2 ful-
ly-renovated homes in medieval villages. 
One a 2-bedroom plus office 3-bath village 
house; other a 3-bedroom 2-bath flat over-
looking medieval village. Great rental oppor-
tunities. 40 minutes to beaches, 50 minutes 
to Cinque Terre, 90 minutes to Florence. 
 Davidjenni@gmail.com, 206-910-7265.
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Thomas J. Terence
Law School: South Texas College of Law

 I became a lawyer 
because I wanted to 
be a voice for the lit-
tle guy. This is the 
trait I most admire 
in my dad.

 Before law school, 
I taught Advanced 
Placement United 
States History at an 
inner-city Houston 
high school.

 My career has sur-
prised me by the twists and turns it has taken.

 The best advice I have for new lawyers is to ask lots of questions.

 The most rewarding part of my job is knowing someone is slight-
ly better off due to my help.

 The worst part of my job is knowing there will always be bad 
laws out there.

 A funny story that happened to me while practicing: Due to a cer-
tain client’s noisy neighbors, I am now well-versed in Seattle 
noise regulations.

 I wish that more lawyers would be a bit more modest.

 If I could have tried one famous case, it would be Loving v. Vir-
ginia, since my parents were an interracial couple.

 Since I graduated from law school, the legal profession has gone 
paperless. It is not what I grew up with.

 Successful attorneys are self-reflective.

 The most memorable trip I ever took was to the Philippines to 
visit my mom’s side of our family.

 I look up to my dad.

 I absolutely can’t live without my Kindle.

 If I took one day off in the middle of the week, I would volunteer 
at my daughter’s school.

 I want to try swimming.

 If I could do something over, I would have learned many lan-
guages when I was a kid.

 My favorite place in the Pacific Northwest is West Seattle.

 Nobody would ever suspect that I was in ROTC.

 I care about animals.

 I regret not keeping in contact with people better.

 Aside from my career, I am most proud of this: Being a decent dad.

 I give back to my community by doing some pro bono work, 
teaching Sunday school, and volunteering at a local senior 
center.

 This is on my bucket list: Visit Japan.

 I vote in every election.

 My greatest fear is heights.

 My worst habit is over-thinking issues that just need to be 
acted upon.

 I am thankful that I am getting to be a resource for my com-
munity.

 My favorite band/musical artist is Explosions in the Sky.

 My first car was some 10-year-old Ford.

 If $100,000 fell into my lap, I would go on a vacation around the 
world with my family.

 If I could get free tickets to any event, I would go to the World 
Series.

 You should give this a try: Authentic Filipino food.

 My all-time favorite TV show is Friday Night Lights.

 My dream trip would be to outer space.

 My hero is Harry Truman.

 If I have learned one thing in life, it is things are never settled for 
long.

My name is THOMAS TERENCE and I work with my 
sister at our firm, Terence and Terence. We do estate 
planning and small business incorporations. I am a 
native of Houston. I can be reached at thomas.terence@
gmail.com.
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 BJAttorneys.com • Seattle   Everett   Tacoma   • 206.223.1601

Trust us with your DUI and Criminal Defense referrals. With more than two decades of experience handling 

these cases, we’ve seen just about everything. We know mistakes happen, and we know how to solve them.

“You refused to let one mistake define me, and you made me believe in myself again. 
I am very thankful for that. You guys are true advocates.” ~ David B., Tacoma,WA

Every mistake has a solution.

Helping the Naughty List,

Since 1993.
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